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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
Jan 1st-New Year’s Day

Jan 2nd-New Year’s Day observed-Office closed
Jan 6th-Epiphany

Jan 16th-Martin Luther King Jr. Day-Office closed

DATE TIME ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS ALTAR GUILD AUDIO/VIDEO USHERS/
GREETERS

1/1 10:00 Liz
Wittmann

New Day Singers Barb Spatz
Erica Tully

Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

Team 1st

1/8 10:00 Taffy
Pavlick

New Day Singers
New Song

Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

Team 2nd

1/15 10:00 Cindy Cain New Day Singers Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

Team  3rd

1/22 10:00 Dean Firing New Day Singers Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

Team 4th

1/29 10:00 TBD New Day Singers Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

TBD

January Celebrations

Have a Celebration coming in February?
If you have an February celebration you would like in this space,

Please notify the office by January 13th.
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Pasto�’� Corne�
This last Sunday, December 25th, Christmas Day, was the worst attended Sunday service
we’ve had since I’ve been at St. Paul. It might be the worst attended Sunday service in our
congregation’s history. We had a small choir, a family of ushers, and just enough people for
one communion table at the altar rail. But there’s no place I would have rather been.

I don’t think that anyone should feel pressured to go to church on Christmas Day (even
though the Church invented Christmas Day). No one, that is, except for the pastor. The
pastor is responsible for the public proclamation of the Christian message, and the
administration of Christ’s mass. For the pastor to fail to administer Christ’s mass on
Christmas would always be incongruous with the pastor’s calling.

Some of you know that while I pastored a previous church, I sold cars to supplement my
income. While at the dealership, I had to work on a number of holidays that other people
had off. But on Christmas, the dealership gave me the day off. Now, as a full time pastor, I
have most holidays off. But the one I don’t is Christmas. That just comes with the job. I get
to enjoy Memorial Day, the 4th of July, and Labor Day with my wife and kiddo while all my
car selling buddies are on the lot. But on Christmas, while they’re with their families
(finally!), I’m on the job. And that’s just the way it is.

I don’t blame anyone for not going to church on Christmas. I understand that Christmas
has largely become a secular family holiday with leisurely breakfasts, opening gifts under
the tree, and mid-afternoon dinners. And I love all of that. Throw in “Christmas Vacation,”
and football, and I’m all in.

But the truth is, not everyone has money, leisure time, or family. Some people are poor,
overworked, and lonely. The only place that they can truly celebrate Christmas with
anything approaching family is the Church. And if the Church is closed on Christmas, they
can’t even do that.

So, as long as I have strength of mind and body, St. Paul will be taking care of business on
Christmas Day. I’ll be putting on a service. And while I’m grateful for an organist, a choir,
ushers, and a member or two of the altar guild to help, I don’t want to obligate anyone else
on Christmas. I can put on the service myself if need be. All it really takes is a pastor, a
Bible, and a little bit of bread and wine.

Again, Merry Christmas,
Pastor Dan
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COUNCIL CORNER

Good day fellow members of St Paul,

As we wrap up 2022, we wanted to update you on some changes on the finance
side of St Paul.

First, we want to thank Lynnette Ozanich for her 20 plus years of service to St Paul as
Bookkeeper and Treasurer. Lynnette has been a good steward of the finances and we
appreciate her years of hard work.

We have hired a new bookkeeper, Nancy Early.  Nancy comes with over 30 years of
experience with the Lakewood Public Schools system. Lynnette is staying on through the
month of January and will begin working with Nancy soon to transition the duties.

Dennis Mille has volunteered to take on the role of Treasurer on an interim basis. We will
work to find someone to permanently fill the role over the next year. Dennis provides us a
great bridge until we find a more permanent solution. Thank you, Dennis, for your service.

In case you had not noticed or seen, St Paul has begun marketing via ValPak coupon
inserts. Special thank you, goes to Dennis Mille here for the research and development of
our monthly inserts. We have seen an uptick in visitors that we attribute to the inserts.

We hope you all have a blessed holiday season.

Jon Montag

Council Members: Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Lisa Nelson-Firing, Dennis Mille, Jon Montag, Phil
Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.

Outgoing members: Jon Montag and Erika Tully

New Members: Mike King, Randy Hamilton and Wes Hansen

2023 offering Envelopes

The 2023 Offering Envelopes are ready to be picked up! They are in
the Hallway outside the Parlor. If you are unable to pick them up we
can mail them to you. If there is not a box with your name on it and
you want them, just let the Office Staff know at 440-243-1144.

ST. PAUL BEREA | 4



January 2023 VOLUME 72  ISSUE 01

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Refrigeration cooler #6 in the Kitchen pass-through has been repaired and
is no longer collecting water on the floor of the refrigerator cabinet (or the

floor around the refrigerator).

Last month’s report stated that the property Committee will be reviewing the items on the
15 Year Plan over the next couple months as new projects, both necessary and desirable
are added, and the priority of the items are reevaluated for urgency based on current
factors such as how well the parking lot survives the coming winter. On Christmas Eve,
“survival of the winter” presented another issue that did not survive the arctic test our
weather has provided. A water line in the ceiling near entrance door #3 froze and split
open creating an indoor waterfall. By the time you read this, the water line will have been
repaired, but there will still be investigation and conversation regarding the ceiling &
insulation integrity.

Now the usual monthly reminder:  When the major repairs and replacement of parts of St.
Paul was built into the budget almost nine years ago now, the congregation was advised
that a 7% increase in giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been
faithful to their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul to make several improvements
that have reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In last
November's congregational meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving
has decreased about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue
with the annual repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be
able to do to help offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary
repairs and replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.

Jim Jungeberg – Chairman
Committee Members – Dennis Mille (liaison to council), Bill Goette, Ruth Hamilton,
Scott Harkema, Diane Mille, Dave Navy, Linda Jungeberg
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE

Candlelight singing of Silent Night at 8pm Christmas Eve Service

Despite the severe weather, we had good attendance at both services on Christmas
Eve….slightly smaller attendance on Christmas Day. Thanks to all who ventured out to
participate! A special Thank You to all who decorated the worship space. You made the
space magical!

Thanks Again to Sandra Strack for donating this lovely
nativity set to the church!

Committee Members - Dale Hukill, Dean Firing, Judy Stintson, Cindy Cain, Lynn Mallinak, Linda Jungeberg,
Marlyn Niksa, Phil Sulton, Wes Hansen
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Christian education & outreach

Growing in 2023

First, let me thank everyone who participated, in any way, in the community events hosted
at St. Paul this past year.  Your involvement is so greatly appreciated.

As 2022 comes to a close, we begin thinking about 2023 and what our church family will
look like. My hope is that it will be a reflection of the love of Jesus Christ that wraps us in his
warmth and kindness universally - with open doors and open arms as we welcome new
families, community members, students and friends with the message that ALL are
welcome.

Over the next year, as a part of Christian Education and Outreach, my goal will be to bring
more opportunities for programs to engage and inspire youth, bringing them into the
church to share experiences, learn and know that they have found a safe space.  It is also
my hope to create community programs where seniors and youth can come together to
learn about each other by sharing experiences and opportunities.

If you would like to help us grow in 2023 – please feel free to reach out to me and let's
talk.  One simple thing we can all do is to invite a friend, coworker or neighbor to a Sunday
service or to any one of the upcoming events being planned. We humans love to share the
good things in our life – a great restaurant, a wonderful vacation spot, a new movie - why
not church?  Share the joy and love that you feel being a part of our church family with
someone in 2023. Ask open-ended questions about whether they’ve been to church before,
if they grew up going to church, and if they’d ever consider attending again. If your
potential guest seems uninterested or changes the subject, that’s okay. Don’t be
discouraged—it’s not personal. Let them be and don’t press the issue.

Wishing you all a wonderful 2023 as we continue to grow and love unconditionally so that
we can be prepared to recognize Jesus when he comes to us.

Corinne
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Sheep and Goats

Children’s Organ Transplant Assoc.
COTA for Team Cormack

Autosomal Recessive Polycystic Kidney Disease (ARPKD) is a rare inherited childhood
condition, where the development of the kidneys and liver is abnormal. Over time, either
one of these organs may fail. Both Jaina and Chesley Cormack have this disease and are
expected to need both liver and kidney transplants. You can help them raise funds for their
transplant fund through COTA.org. You can use your Sheep and Goats donation in any
special envelope or donate directly via the website.
https://cota.org/campaigns/cotaforteamcormack/contributions/

Did You Know?

● The Children's Organ Transplant Association does not charge for its services.
● 100% of funds raised in honor of patients are available for transplant-related

expenses.
● COTA funds are available for a patient's lifetime for almost any transplant-related

expense.
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Financials
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Pastor Dan and the rest of the staff would like to thank all those who gave us cards, gifts
and many expressions of appreciation during the holidays! You mean so much to us!

Pastor Dan   Dale   Dean   Sherrill  Corinne
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Food Donations for
Others

“NONPERISHABLE” items may be placed
in our Food Box outside Door #2 at any

time of the day or night.

“PERISHABLE” items may be taken
directly to the Berea Community

Outreach Food Pantry at:
535 Wyleswood Dr, Berea

Please call Natalie at

440-826-5800 X 4401 for hours

You are making a difference in the daily
lives of others.

Community Meal
NOW TWICE A MONTH!

Free Community Meal
available Wednesday

January 11th and 25th
From 5-6pm-Drive up/Take out from

Door #2 here at St. Paul

Berea Senior
Luncheon

Tuesday January 10th at
noon the Senior Luncheon

will be held at St. Paul Fellowship Hall.
Cost $5.00

Contact the
Berea Community Outreach

“Active  Senior  Network”
for reservations
at  440 891-3316

Memorials Official acts
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD

BEREA, OHIO  44017

440-243-1144

www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Winter Safety Tips
Avoid slipping on ice-Be sure to wear shoes with good traction and non-skid soles.

Dress for warmth-Dress in layers-When going outside, use a scarf to cover your
mouth and protect your lungs.

Fight wintertime depression-Arrange a check-in system with neighbors and friends,
where each person looks in on one or two others daily.

Check the car-Get your car serviced before wintertime hits-Checking things like the
oil, tires and battery and wipers can make a big difference on winter roads.

Prepare for power outages-Make sure you have easy access to flashlights and a
battery-powered radio in case the power goes out. Stockpile warm blankets.

Prevent Carbon Monoxide Poisoning-Using a fireplace, gas heater or lanterns can
lead to carbon monoxide poisoning. Ensure your safety by checking the batteries in
your carbon monoxide detector and buying an updated one if you need to.

ST. PAUL BEREA | 12


