December 2021

VOLUME 70 ISSUE 12

Christmas Eve Services
7 & 9pm-inside or parking lot
Christmas Day service - 11am-Inside or parking lot
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
December 5th-Gifts for Giving Tree due
December 24th-Christmas Eve-Office closes at noon
December 25th-Christmas Day
December 29th- Community Meal-Takeout 5-6pm
DATE

TIME

ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS

12/5

9:00

Taffy
Pavlick

New Song

11:00

Meg
Montag

New Day Singers

AUDIO/VIDEO

USHERS/
GREETERS

Dave Kushman

Team 1&2

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 1&2

9:00

Sherrill
Crawford

New Song

Dave Kushman

Team 3&4

11:00

Liz
Wittmann

New Day Singers

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 3&4

9:00

Cindy Cain

New Song

Dave Kushman

Team 5&6

11:00

Jon Montag

New Day Singers

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbel

Team 5& 6

7:00pm

TBD

New Day Singers

Team 1-8

9:00pm

TBD

New Day Singers

Team 1-8

12/25

11:00

TBD

12/26

11:00

TBD

12/12

12/19

12/24

ALTAR GUILD

Erika Tully
Debbie
Baechle

Team 1-8
New Day Singers

Team 7&8

Do you have a special occasion in January?
Send information to the Officestaff@stpaulberea.org email by
the third Friday of the month to have your occasion appear
here in next month’s Highlights!
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Dear friends,
My heart and mind are typically filled with nostalgia through the holiday season. So
many memories. I just can’t help but be a little sentimental. I know life never seems to live
up to the picture on the Hallmark card, but somehow the passing of the years puts a rosy
hue on holidays past. And I find myself filled with affection and longing for a simpler,
happier time.
But one day, the holidays of 2021 will be the holidays of the past. And I will look on
them fondly when that day comes. So, I find myself thinking, why not look on them fondly
right now?
There are many things that I would like to be different this year. And it is a more
difficult holiday season for me than many past ones have been. But it is far from the
worst.
For example, we do not have the specter of a pandemic hanging over our heads
anymore. It is true that the Coronavirus is still out there, and probably will be for the rest
of our lives. But we now have a vaccine and some very strong treatments. So that means
we’re able to gather together for worship pretty much how we did before the pandemic.
Hallelujah.
We’ve experienced a number of deaths in the congregation this last year. My own
family has experienced a death, with Rachel, my wife, recently losing her grandmother.
Losses like that make it harder to celebrate. On the other hand, they are a reminder to
make the most of the moments we have with the people we still have. So, even though we
carry a certain deep sadness this year, we’re looking forward to celebrating with our family
and friends, and our brothers and sisters in Christ here at St. Paul.
Life is short and it goes by fast. Just recently, someone was talking about something
that happened 30 years ago. I was sure they were referring to the 1970s. But then I
remembered. Thirty years ago was the 1990s! Where has the time gone?
I think about the good old days, and long for them often. Especially in November and
December. But you know what? One day, 10 years from now, if we're blessed to live that
long, we’ll look back on the holiday season of 2021 as some of the good old days. So I’ve
decided to just look at them that way now.
Sure I’m nostalgic for yesteryear. And I think I always will be. But this year I’ve
decided to do something different. I’ve decided to be nostalgic for now. These are the
good old days. Right now. And I’m not gonna wait ten years to see it. Maybe you’ll join me.
Happy holidays,
Pastor Dan
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Financials
Not available at Time of Printing
COUNCIL CORNER

Fellow members of St Paul.
I want to take a moment to thank all of you for attending the delivery of the report by the
Synod Resource Committee. As council president I wanted to let you know we will be
taking the advice of the committee and absorbing the report for a few weeks before we
begin to address the contents of the report. There is plenty to be done as we move
forward. We will fully communicate plans for actions as we move forward.
We do ask for continued support and prayers as we look to move St Paul forward.
Sincerely,
Jonathan Montag
Council Members: Peter Brumenschenkel, Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Dennis Mille, Scott Miller,
Jon Montag, Phil Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
Fall has been several short seasons this year. Every few days we go from open
windows to running the heating system to be comfortable. The next week we
repeat the cycle. Having the heating system off for a few days at a time has actually been
helpful. A couple of minor components were found to be malfunctioning, but we have
been able to replace and repair them during those warm days. The pump that supplies the
hot water to the Sanctuary heating system and the bearings in the motor that powers the
fan in Sanctuary system are next on the list of items for attention. We are searching for
replacements and spare parts so that we can repair the ones in service and have spares
ready for when service is again required.
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The relationship between St. Paul and Baldwin-Wallace grows stronger day by day. This
coming winter the snow removal on the parking lot and sidewalks will be done by B-W in
exchange for use of our building. Many thanks to Greg Voigt for his years of faithful
service plowing for St. Paul. If you are in need of reliable snow removal for this coming
winter, contact the church office for Greg’s contact information.
The Property Committee continues to work to evaluate the water issues and needs for
restoration of St. Paul’s Cemetery. Through the efforts of Dennis Mille, contact with the city
councils and management have allowed St. Paul to explore the needs and options with the
manager of Woodvale Cemetery. This last month Mike Milano, of Milano Monuments,
volunteered to help the team, with his guidance in applying for a grant to provide funds for
the needed restoration. Expect to see more physical changes as the exact property lines
are confirmed and removal of dead trees, and refined drainage on the south end take
place. This past month our landscape artist, Jon Williams, has delivered several yards of
topsoil to the cemetery, and filled many of the low spots among the graves, reset some of
the leaning smaller stones, and seeded the new topsoil with grass seed. As the number of
volunteer members who are physically able to help care for the cemetery continues to
dwindle, we must plan for long term assistance and additional funding to care for the
cemetery in future years.
The usual monthly reminder: When the major repairs and replacement of parts of St.
Paul’s was built into the budget 8 years ago, the congregation was advised that a 7%
increase in giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been faithful to
their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul’s to make several improvements that have
reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In the November
congregation meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has decreased
about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue with the annual
repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help
offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Kid’s Club
Calling all Kids! Mark your calendars for Sunday mornings at 10:00. Join the fun. Meet
new friends and learn new things. December will bring some extra special activities as we
learn about the Advent Wreath on November 28, make fleece blankets on December 5 and
December 12. We will be donating them to folks in need. On December 19, we will be
having a Happy Birthday Jesus Party with our families. Watch for upcoming details. We will
be taking a break on December 26 to be with our families. All ages from Preschool-High
School are welcome. Please leave me a message if you have any questions.

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings from 10:00-10:45.
It is so good to be together again!
Children@stpaulbera.org
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Once Upon a Time….
1866 - St Pauls purchased 1 acre of land at
corner of Eastland and First Ave, portion set
aside for cemetery
1869 - On Christmas Eve, Ernst Klein donated
portraits of Martin Luther and Philip
Melanchthon. Later found, restored and
rededicated on Dec 22, 2002.
1906 - St Paul Lutheran Church, Cleveland, (our daughter congregation) was established on Dec 6
(on near west side), later combined when congregations diminished with Martin Luther as St
Paul/Martin Luther.
1978 - Council approved installation of basketball hoop in the Fellowship Hall (repeat from 1969)
1978 - Pastor Tim Kuensli began as associate pastor
1997 - Carol Roose retired as administrative assistant
2000 - Gifting Catalogue for donations to charitable organizations began
2000 - Dick Densmore began serving as assistant organist.
2002 - Jesus painting by Bettty Havil rededicated.
2019 - Christmas Day service reinstated
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Sheep and Goats
Children’s Organ Transplant Assoc.
COTA for Team Cormack

Autosomal recessive polycystic kidney disease (ARPKD) is a rare inherited childhood
condition, where the development of the kidneys and liver is abnormal. Over time, either
one of these organs may fail. Both Jaina and Chesley Cormack have this disease and are
expected to need both liver and kidney transplants. You can help them raise funds for their
transplant fund through COTA.org. You can use your Sheep and Goats donation in your
special envelopes or donate directly via the website.
https://cota.org/campaigns/cotaforteamcormack/contributions/
Did You Know?
● The Children's Organ Transplant Association does not charge for its services.
● 100% of funds raised in honor of patients are available for transplant-related
expenses.
● COTA funds are available for a patient's lifetime for almost any transplant-related
expense.

Mel Grunau will have art for sale at Fuller House Gallery at
Bayarts on Lake Rd, Bay Village from 11/20-12/23 to benefit the
Cormack Sisters. Gallery hours are 10-3 Sun-Sat.
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YOU Can Make a Difference: Help Our Afghan
Siblings

Over the next six months, an estimated 800 Afghan refugees will be making their way to
call northeast Ohio their home. That is in addition to immigrants from other countries.
From what I understand, that is a lot for this area! Our new friends will require many
things. Right now, we are focusing on cash donations and their immediate needs, which
include food, housing, and companionship, among others. To help with cash donations,
please click below to visit our Tithely site. We will match $0.50 for every dollar, up to
$7,500. We are currently partnering with Catholic Charities and Refugee Response. To
help with immediate needs, please click the lower-left icon to visit the Refugee Response
Portal.
NEOS ELCA TITHELY

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/416952
NEOS ELCA TITHELY

Thank you for your kindness and generosity.

Peace,
Bishop Laura Barbins
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The Monday Night at Mike’s Men’s Group wants to help!
Jesus didn’t just say to BELIEVE IN HIM, Jesus
said to FOLLOW HIM. And that means that
each of us should love and freely serve
others with His help. The “Monday Night at
Mike’s” men’s group wants to do just that for
the members and families of St Paul
Lutheran Church Berea. Do you need help
with something that needs to be repaired,
built, moved, disposed of, or cleaned up? Is
it beyond your current ability to handle it
yourself? If so, please contact the church
office (Sherrill or Dean) at 440-243-1144 or
Wes Hansen at 216-789-1809, and we’ll see if
we can help.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
I wish to order a poinsettia plant(s) for the Christmas season. The money or
check (made out to St. Paul Altar Guild) is enclosed. Deadline for
ordering is December 12th.
PLEASE PLACE ENVELOPE IN THE BOX IN THE NARTHEX
Name as you wish it to appear in the bulletin
_____________________________________________________Phone________________
PLANTS - $10.50 each I WISH THE BULLETIN TO READ:
_______ Red Blooms

__To the Glory of God

_______White Blooms ____In Memory of ______________________________________
____In Honor of _______________________________________
Plants may be picked up after the 9:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve, after service on
Christmas Day or during the week from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. daily when the church is open.
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Giving Tree Opportunities
Berea Community Outreach
These gifts go to specific children in the Berea community. Gifts are to be unwrapped so
their parents may wrap their children’s gifts. You may include gift wrap. Gifts should be
returned by Sunday December 5th.

LMM-Community Re-Entry Party
These gifts go to the Community Re-Entry Party being held on Saturday December 14th.
Please wrap these gifts and return to the church by Sunday December 5th. If you are
willing to help out with the party, volunteers are welcome! Please contact the office for
further information.

Gifting Catalogues are available in the Narthex
A huge Thank You to Matt Schonhut of Schonhut Landscaping for donating the beautiful
tree in our narthex, which will be planted after the season!
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Monthly Collection
For Berea Community
Outreach
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO DONATE ITEMS FOR
THE FOOD BANK, PLEASE TAKE THEM
DIRECTLY TO THE FOODBANK AT
535 WYLESWOOD DRIVE, BEREA.
PLEASE CALL NATALIE AT
440-826-5800 X 4401 FOR HOURS

COMMISSION ON AGING
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

Tuesday December 14th at noon
the Senior Luncheon will
be held at St. Paul Lutheran Church
Cost $5.00
Wednesday, December 29th there will
be a Noon Year’s Eve celebration at
11:30 am at St. Paul Lutheran Church
The event is FREE but
RESERVATIONS are REQUIRED
Contact the
“Active Senior Network”
for reservations
at 440 891-3316

Memorials

Official acts

Bob Antl
Jane Krisher
Randy & Sharon Genther

Funeral
11/8 Robert Schaufele

Sara Downie
Susanna Bahm
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD
BEREA, OHIO 44017
440-243-1144
www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

____________________________________
Why You Need to Go To Church
Found on Facebook
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