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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
July 4th-Independence Day-Office Closed

DATE TIME ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS ALTAR GUILD AUDIO/VIDEO USHERS/
GREETERS

7/3 10:00 Liz
Wittmann

Liz Wittmann Barb Daniels
Nancy
Thompson

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 1st

7/10 10:00 Taffy
Pavlick

Sherrill Crawford Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 2nd

7/17 10:00 Cindy Cain Cindy Cain Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team  3rd

7/24 10:00 Dean Firing TBD Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 4th

7/31 10:00 TBD TBD Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 3rd

July Celebrations

Have a Celebration coming in August?
If you have an August celebration you would like in this space,

Please notify the office by July 15th.

Mama and babies safely out
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Jesus, The Interpretive Key

In 1525, when he was 41 years old, and embroiled in controversy
not only with Rome, but with other would-be protestant reformers,

Martin Luther wrote a sermon entitled, How Christians Should Regard Moses. Regarded by
Luther scholars as an essential text, this sermon lays out essential principles regarding the
distinction between law and gospel, secular government and the kingdom of God, and the
relationship of the Old Testament Scriptures to the gospel of Jesus as it’s found in the New
Testament. In this short article, I’ll offer you a small taste of what to expect.

Luther opens with a summary of the distinction between what terms “law and
gospel.” “The law commands and demands of us what we are to do….The gospel…does the
opposite, and says, ‘This is what God has done for you.’” These two messages are found
throughout the entirety of the Bible, and must be properly distinguished, with the gospel
predominating, if we are to understand the text rightly in its Christian sense and use it
profitably.

He goes on from there to discuss the proper place of the writings of Moses, and by
extension, the entirety of the Old Testament. He says, “The law of Moses pertains to the
Jews. It is in no way binding on us, because the law was given only to the people of Israel.”
While Luther was a professor of Old Testament studies, he was of the definite opinion that
“Moses was a mediator for the Jewish people alone.” He went so far as to say, “Even the Ten
Commandments do not pertain to us.”

In Luther’s day, there were some who were asserting that the Old Testament was
“The Word of God,” on par with the New Testament, every bit as binding on Christians as
the words of Jesus. Luther rejected that notion, asserting that Jesus and his gospel stand
above the Old Testament Scriptures, and act as their interpretive key. “We will regard
Moses as a teacher, but we will not regard him as our lawgiver–unless he agrees with the
New Testament and natural law.” And so he counseled, “One must shut the yaps of the
factious spirits who say, ‘Thus says Moses,’ etc. Here you simply reply: ‘Moses does not
pertain to us.’”

It wasn’t that Luther rejected the Old Testament. He saw those books as sacred
scripture. But as a Christian, he saw them as subservient to Jesus and the gospel. Against
those who attempted to use the OT rules and regulations to bind the hearts of Christians,
Luther asserted the primacy of the gospel. The OT remained valuable because it pointed to
Jesus and was the font out of which the gospel arose, and it contains many valuable
examples for our learning, provided they’re understood in the light of the gospel.

This sermon remains as relevant in the Church today as ever in light of the way so
much of American Protestant Christianity tends to understand and apply the OT. Widely
available in English, I commend this sermon to you for your reading.
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COUNCIL CORNER

Recognition of Susan Moore, Children’s Education Director

A box will be placed in the Narthex to collect cards, letters, or small gifts
for anyone who would like to express gratitude or heartfelt memory of
how Susan impacted them during her tenure as Director of Children’s
Education Ministry at St. Paul.  Susan administered Sunday School and

Vacation Bible School for many years and her servant-leadership has truly been a blessing
to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  Susan will be missed as she departs the role of Children’s Ed
Director and we look forward to seeing how God will work to bring new ways for Susan to
share her time and talent among the people of God.  Please take a moment to consider
how you might bless Susan by writing a card or letter and placing it in the box located in the
Narthex.

Council Members: Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Lisa Nelson-Firing, Dennis Mille, Jon Montag, Phil
Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.

Mondays at Mike’s group Volunteers
The men’s group has started back up with volunteering at the Men’s Shelter at 2100
Lakeside. They helped serve dinner on Monday, June 27th.
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE

You will notice that the cemetery now has a landscaped bed of flowers adjacent
to the parking area.  Several more low areas in the turf have also been leveled
off and seeded.  The next phase of the renovation in the cemetery will involve

removal of the dead trees from the South side of the cemetery, and re-excavation of the
drainage ditch along the property line to promote drainage to the sewer opening down at
the southeast corner of the property.  We also plan to restore the drainage ditch at the
back of the cemetery by the railroad tracks to prevent water from standing at the top of the
hill and then soaking the ground as it tries to flow downhill toward Eastland road.   Once
water saturating the cemetery is eliminated, straightening the headstones and placing
them on footers will gradually restore the appearance of a much newer burial site.

The church parking lot surface has been inspected by Surface Engineering, and a
plan for replacement of a section of the pavement has been received.  We are working with
Surface Engineering now to ensure that what is currently being proposed will be part of a
multi-year plan that fits in St. Paul’s 15-year plan.  The establishment of a schedule to
perform the work while still having an operational church is the current challenge.

With the significant increase in the community use of St. Paul’s building, it has
become apparent that we need to re-evaluate the amount of custodial care being invested
in keeping the building clean and welcoming.  The Property Committee has updated the
detailed custodial job description to include the new areas and frequency of use before
soliciting bids for a custodial contract for the building.  Bids have been received and are
being analyzed in detail before recommendation is made to the church council.  Contract
should be awarded in July.

The usual monthly reminder:  When the major repairs and replacement of parts of
St. Paul’s was built into the budget 8 years ago, the congregation was advised that a 7%
increase in giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been faithful to
their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul’s to make several improvements that have
reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In the November
congregation meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has decreased
about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue with the annual
repairs in the future years.  Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help
offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.

Jim Jungeberg
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Dear Friends,

I wanted  to let you know that I will be leaving my position as Director of the Children's
Ministry.  I have loved working with all of your children. You have been such wonderful
friends.

Thank you to all our past teachers and all of our past folks that have been part of our
Children’s Ministry program.

It has been an honor for me to serve such wonderful children and St. Paul people.

Love to you all,

Susan Moore
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Sheep and Goats

Young Life

Our Mission  is to introduce adolescents to Jesus Christ and help them grow in their faith.

We accomplish  our mission by...

Praying for young people.

Going where kids are and building personal relationships with them.

Earning the right to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Providing fun, adventurous, life-changing and skill-building experiences.

Inviting kids to personally respond to the Good News and walking in friendship with them
regardless of their response.

Working in community alongside like-minded adults (volunteer leaders, committee
members, donors and staff).

Notes from Alex Myers, Young Life Area Director

God is on the move. Evan Feldt has been coaching football at Berea Midpark HS, and
I went to my first Olmsted Falls HS cross country practice today and got the guys to play
spikeball with me. Slowly but surely we're getting to know some kids and pray for them by
name as we go pray at our schools. Three Olmsted Falls girls and 4-5 students from Berea
Midpark will be going to Rockbridge in Goshen, VA, June 20-25th! Pray, pray, pray!

ST. PAUL BEREA | 8



July 2022 VOLUME 71  ISSUE 07

Financially, Evan is almost done raising his personal support (roughly $3k to go
toward the end of his $25k goal!), and we have about $8k pledged and given between
Olmsted Falls and Berea. We are well on our way! We are currently discussing the idea of
doing a TopGolf fundraising event in late summer/ early fall to help launch our new
ministries. It would give us the opportunity to meet and spend time with your families and
friends while also raising some funds that will go directly back toward the ministry. That
would be a great place for you to invite your neighbors, friends, and church families, to
come out for some fun and help support the cause. Be on the lookout for more details on
this soon!

We're so grateful for all God is doing and for your willingness to come alongside us
as we seek to serve Christ and kids in our area.

Wheels for the World Equipment Drive
Saturday, August 13, 2022

Start looking for wheelchairs, walkers, rollators, canes and crutches
to bring to the drive! (no electric wheelchairs accepted)
The equipment drive will be from 9am - 1pm.  Watch for more
information in Highlights and bulletins.
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Financials
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The yearly ReStore Garage Sale is set for July 15 & 16.

Swing by either ReStore location for big savings on some of your favorite ReStore items.
Plus, there will be raffles and giveaways.

2110 W 110th St.
Cleveland

4601 Northfield Rd.
North Randall
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I would like to thank everyone for all the prayers, cards and kind words as I retire from St.
Paul Preschool after twenty years.

It has been a blessing to have taught here with Liz Campbell.

Thank you for all the support and encouragement you have given me all these years.

Sharon Genther

To the Mondays at Mike’s group for work done for very grateful Jane Krisher and Millie
Baehr.

To Linda Jungeberg for her devotion to the tending and beautification of our courtyard.

To BMHS student Joshua Pitts for choosing St Paul for his community service
volunteering.

To members of the congregation for the many Birthday Wishes from Loni Flagner
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Food Donations for
Others

“NONPERISHABLE” items may be placed
in our Food Box outside Door #2 at any

time of the day or night.

“PERISHABLE” items may be taken
directly to the Berea Community

Outreach Food Pantry at:
535 Wyleswood Dr, Berea

Please call Natalie at

440-826-5800 X 4401 for hours

You are making a difference in the daily
lives of others.

Community Meal
NOW TWICE A MONTH!

Free Community Meal
available Wednesday

July  13th and 27th
From 5-6pm-Drive up/Take out from

Door #2 here at St. Paul

Berea Senior
Luncheon

Tuesday July 12th at
noon the Senior

Luncheon will be held at
Coe Lake. Rain location-St. Paul

Cost $5.00

Contact the
Berea Community Outreach

“Active  Senior  Network”
for reservations
at  440 891-3316

Memorials Official acts
Baptism

5/22 Beau Robert Danielson

Confirmation
6/5

Olivia Elizabeth Handa
Eliza Suzanne Hollingsworth
Mackenzie Elizabeth Tinay
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD

BEREA, OHIO  44017

440-243-1144

www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Five-Finger Prayer-submitted by Nancy Goette

1) Your thumb is nearest you. So begin your prayers by praying for those
closest to you. They are the easiest to remember.

2) The next finger is the pointing finger. Pray for those who teach, instruct
and heal-teachers,doctors, ministers. They need support and wisdom in pointing
others in the right direction.

3) The next finger is the tallest finger. It reminds us of our leaders. Pray for the
president, leaders in business and industry ad administrators. These people shape
our nation and guide public opinion. They need God’s guidance.

4) The fourth finger is our ring finger. Surprising to many is the fact that this is our
weakest finger, as any piano teacher will testify. It should remind us to pray for those
who are weak, in trouble or in pain. They need your prayers day and night. You
cannot pray too much for them.

5) And last, comes our little finger; the smallest finger of all which is where we should
place ourselves in relation to God and others. As the Bible says, “The least shall be
the greatest among you.” Your pinkie should remind you to pray for yourself. By the
time you have prayed for the other four groups, your own needs will be put into the
proper perspective and you will be able to pray for yourself more effectively.
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