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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
Feb 2nd-Groundhog Day
Feb 14th-Valentine’s Day
Feb 21st-President’s Day
DATE

TIME

ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS

ALTAR GUILD

AUDIO/VIDEO

USHERS/
GREETERS

2/6

10:00

Meg
Montag

Members of New
Day Singers and
New Song

Karen
Kolozvary
Maria Phillips

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 1st

2/13

10:00

Sherrill
Crawford

Members of New
Day Singers and
New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 2nd

2/20

10:00

Jon Montag

Members of New
Day Singers and
New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 3rd

2/27

10;00

Mike King

Members of New
Day Singers and
New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 4th

February Special Dates
2/7 Erin Hofmann 18th Birthday!

Do you have a special occasion in March?
Send information to the Officestaff@stpaulberea.org email by
the third Friday of the month to have your occasion appear
here in next month’s Highlights!

ST. PAUL BEREA | 2

February 2022

VOLUME 71 ISSUE 02

A Symbol of Love
Ah, February. The month of St. Valentine's day. While almost no
one remembers that Valentine’s day finds its origin in the execution
of two Christians by the name of Valentine on February 14th of two different years in the 3rd
century, almost everyone still associates the holiday with love. Aside from the influence of
Hallmark, we might ask why.
I am drawn to the words of Jesus in John 15 for an answer. There Jesus tells his
disciples, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.”
(John 15:13) The act of martyrdom, of giving up one’s life so that another one can live, is
among the greatest expressions of love possible. Both Valentines made that sacrifice,
following the example of Jesus. In sacrificing their lives, they imitated the love of the one
they followed, the one who sacrificed his life on the cross.
It is for that reason that I think every church should have a crucifix. Not a mere cross.
But a crucifix, that is, a cross with the body of Jesus on it. The cross is merely an instrument
of torture. But the Christian crucifix, with the arms of Jesus outstretched, is a symbol of
love. It is a physical representation of the God who sacrifices himself for the sake of
humanity.
And more than that, the crucifix reminds us that our God is the God who identifies
fully, completely, and absolutely with those who suffer, those who are poor, blind, lame,
paralyzed, sick, hungry, thirsty, depressed, despised, downtrodden, disregarded, rejected,
oppressed, overlooked, enslaved, betrayed, mocked, beaten, condemned, crucified, dead,
and buried. We need to hold this ever before our eyes, lest we forget. We need the crucifix,
the battered, bloodied body of Jesus on the beam of wood to remind us that if we are going
to be concerned with the ones God is concerned with, then we must pay attention to the
needs of the suffering.
To that end, like the crucifix, the presence of the Holy Communion is necessary, too.
The meal is not a mere add on to worship otherwise focused on the spoken word. It is the
centerpiece of Christian worship. The sermon may say any number of things, but the bread
and wine, and the words of Jesus attached to them, proclaim the crucified God every time.
"This is my body, given for you. This is my blood poured out for you." There is no other
message that matters more. It is God’s valentine, if you will, to you.
"For you," includes everyone. It includes me, and you, and that guy sitting next to
you. It includes the immigrant, the addicted, and the broken. It includes all people.
The crucifix and the Holy Communion are really expressions of one and the same
thing. Both belong in our houses of worship. Every Sunday. Without exception. More often
if possible. We cannot be reminded often enough that God loves and identifies with the
suffering and the broken. We need to hear this when we are broken. But just as
importantly, we need to hear this so that we may be reminded of the need of the broken
around us. It is our obligation to meet them in their need if we would call ourselves
followers of the crucified one.
Pastor Dan
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Financials
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COUNCIL CORNER
Greetings from Council.

This past weekend, Council members met with the Synod resource committee to take a
deeper dive into the survey results that were delivered in November. A good discussion
took place as to how we will move forward utilizing some of the suggestions given in the
survey. In the coming few months, you will begin to see some of those suggestions
implemented. We will look forward to sharing these suggestions and looking for
congregational participation in the upcoming months.
Jon Montag
Council President
Council Members: Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Lisa Nelson-Firing, Dennis Mille, Jon Montag, Phil
Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE
The month of January started out full of expensive surprises for St. Paul’s
property committee, but the last half of the month we have been able to avoid any costly
repairs or service calls by applying a couple drops of penetrating oil in the right place and
tightening a couple of screws on the Sanctuary air handler. The property committee relies
a great deal on God’s promise - “Ask and it shall be given to you; Seek and ye shall find;
Knock and it shall be opened to you”.
Now that the weather has officially changed to winter, and the opportunity to do work
outside has come to a halt, the Property Committee will continue to work on plans to
identify and correct the aspects of our aging property that will eventually cause need for
repair or replacement, and plan so that our congregation can budget and doesn’t get
caught with multiple major expenses coming simultaneously.
The usual monthly reminder: When the major repairs and replacement of parts of St. Paul
was built into the budget 8 years ago, the congregation was advised that a 7% increase in
giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been faithful to their
unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul to make several improvements that have
reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In the November
congregation meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has decreased
about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue with the annual
repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help
offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Article not available at time of printing due to illness
Children@stpaulbera.org
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What is Our Identity?

We are a Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).
But who is the ELCA?
A merger of three Lutheran churches formed the ELCA in 1988. They were The American
Lutheran Church, the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches and the Lutheran
Church in America.
Now 34 years later, the ELCA is a church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s
grace. As members of the ELCA, we believe that we are freed in Christ to serve and love our
neighbor. With our hands, we do God’s work of restoring and reconciling communities in
Jesus Christ’s name throughout the world.
We trace our roots back through the mid-17th century, when early Lutherans came to
America from Europe, settling in the Virgin Islands and the area that is now known as New
York before spreading out across the country. Even before that, Martin Luther sought
reform for the church in the 16th century, laying the framework for our beliefs.
The ELCA currently consists of approximately 3.14 million baptized members in 8,894
congregations.
To learn more about the ELCA go to www.elca.org. There you can find a wealth of
information and resources about the greater church.
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Sheep and Goats
EEC Scholarship Program
The Andrew Trayte Memorial Scholarship Fund
Nancy Goette established the Andrew Trayte Scholarship Fund in memory of Andrew
Trayte. Andrew was born to Steve and Sheila Trayte in 1987 and died suddenly in 1996. He
attended Nancy Goette’s preschool at St. Paul. The Andrew Trayte Scholarship Fund is used
to help defray tuition costs for parents who could otherwise not send their children to
preschool. Due to the generous support of the congregation we are able to provide
financial support to 6-8 families a year and ensure their child will be able to attend our
preschool.
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The Monday Night at Mike’s Men’s Group wants to help!

Jesus didn’t just say to BELIEVE IN HIM, Jesus said to FOLLOW HIM. And that means
that each of us should love and freely serve others with His help. The “Monday Night at
Mike’s” men’s group wants to do just that for the members and families of St Paul Lutheran
Church Berea. Do you need help with something that needs to be repaired, built, moved,
disposed of, or cleaned up? Is it beyond your current ability to handle it yourself? If so,
please contact the church office (Sherrill or Dean) at 440-243-1144 or Wes Hansen at
216-789-1809, and we’ll see if we can help.
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Monthly Collection
For Berea Community
Outreach
PERISHABLE ITEMS
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO DONATE ITEMS FOR
THE FOOD BANK, PLEASE TAKE THEM
DIRECTLY TO THE FOODBANK AT
535 WYLESWOOD DRIVE, BEREA.
PLEASE CALL NATALIE AT
440-826-5800 X 4401 FOR HOURS

COMMISSION ON AGING
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

Tuesday February 8th at noon
the Senior Luncheon will
be held at St. Paul Lutheran Church
Cost $5.00
Contact the
“Active Senior Network”
for reservations
at 440 891-3316

NONPERISHABLE ITEMS MAY BE PLACED
IN OUR BOX BY DOOR #2

Memorials

Russell Rosenau
Jeanne Brooker
Robert & Kathleen Rosenau

Free Community Meal available
Wednesday February 23rd
From 5-6pm-Drive up/Take out

Official acts
Funeral
1/18 Anna Liisa Rasmussen

Honorariums

To EEC in Honor of Bill & Nancy Goette
Bob & Marianne Trausch
Chris Hall
Dave Hall Family
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD
BEREA, OHIO 44017
440-243-1144
www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

____________________________________
February-Did You Know?
February 18th-Martin Luther died-1546

On this day in 1546, Martin Luther died at the age of sixty-two. For a time, he was an
Augustinian monk, but it is his work as a biblical scholar, translator of the Bible, public
confessor of the faith, reformer of the liturgy, theologian, educator, and father of the
German vernacular literature that holds him in our remembrance.In Luther’s own
judgement, the greatest of all of his works was his catechism, written to instruct people in
the basics of faith. And it was his baptism that sustained him in his trials as a reformer.
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