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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
Nov 1st-All Saints Day
Nov 7th-All Saints Day observed
Nov 7th-Daylight Saving Time Ends-Fall Back 1 hr
Nov 11th- Veterans Day
Nov 17th-Community Meal-5-6pm
Nov 21st- Congregational Meeting after single service at 10
Nov 25th-Thanksgiving
Nov 28th-1st Sunday of Advent
DATE

TIME

ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS

ALTAR GUILD

AUDIO/VIDEO

USHERS/
GREETERS

11/7

9:00

Taffy
Pavlick

New Song

Maria Phillips

Dave Kushman

Team 1&2

11:00

Meg
Montag

New Day Singers

Debbie
Baechle

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 1&2

9:00

Sherrill
Crawford

New Song

Dave Kushman

Team 3&4

11:00

Liz
Wittmann

New Day Singers

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 3&4

11/21

10:00

Cindy Cain

New Day Singers

Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 5&6

11/28

9:00

Mike King

New Song

Dave Kushman

Team 7&8

11:00

Dean Firing

New Day Singers

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 7&8

11/14

Do you have a special occasion in December?
Send information to the Officestaff@stpaulberea.org email by
the third Friday of the month to have your occasion appear
here in next month’s Highlights!
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The Prospects of Salvation for the Rich

In Matthew 19, a young man asked Jesus, “What good deed must I do
to have eternal life?” I won’t get into the details here, but trust me when I tell you, the rich
man was not asking the question which Martin Luther eventually answered, “You don’t
need to do any good deeds. Eternal life is a gift, given by grace alone.” The young man was
asking something more like, “How can I demonstrate that I am under the reign of God?”
To that, Jesus basically replied, “Keep the 10 Commandments.”
But the young man responded, “I’ve done that. But what am I missing?”
So Jesus said, “You’re only missing this: Go and sell everything you have, and give it to
the poor. Then come, follow me.”
The young man didn’t like that suggestion very much, because he was rich. So that’s
when he decided not to follow Jesus.
That’s when Jesus turned to his disciples and said, “Truly, I say to you, only with
difficulty will a rich person enter into the reign of God. It’s easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter into the reign of God.”
For Jesus, entering into the reign of God wasn’t a matter of securing a favorable
position in the after-life for one’s self. It was about living life as if God were King, right now,
and right here on earth. That’s how Jesus taught his disciples to pray. “Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10)
One of the distinct features of God’s reign is his care for the poor. God is a cheerful
giver who gives abundantly to all by grace alone. Where God reigns, those who have little
or nothing are taken care of. No one is poor where God reigns, and it is incumbent upon
those who have, to give to and help those who have not. The reign of God in the life of a
rich man is seen in their charity toward the poor, and in their striving to correct the
conditions that lead to poverty. The rich young man in Matthew 19 couldn’t part with his
money to help the poor. And so he didn’t enter into the reign of God. One could say that
he didn’t experience salvation from his sin, namely his sin of greed.
At the moment there are about 550,000 homeless people in America. That’s a level of
poverty that is hard for most of us to imagine. Many of us have had to do without things
that we’ve wanted, and a few of us have even had to do without things that we’ve needed.
But there aren’t many people who attend our church who have experienced what it’s like
to have to live on the streets. That is a crushing level of poverty. Tonight, 550,000 people
will lie down under a bridge, or in their car, or if they’re “lucky,” in a homeless shelter, and
try to get some sleep.
The Department of Housing and Urban Development estimates that it would cost
about $20 billion dollars to put an end to homelessness in the United States. That’s a
considerable amount of money, to be sure.
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Did you know that on Wednesday, September 1st of this year, the U.S. House of
Representatives Armed Services Committee voted to increase the budget for the
Department of Defense by $25 billion dollars. That will take the current $715 billion dollar
budget to $740 billion dollars next year.
Did you also know that the United States of America spends more money on its
military than the next 8 or 9 countries combined. The amount other countries spend
fluctuates, too. Sometimes we spend more than the next 10 countries combined.
Next year’s increase alone is more than enough money to end homelessness in the
country. And we’d still spend more money on our military than the next 8 or 9 countries
combined. But the people making the decisions in our country determined that they’d
rather not help the poor. What does that say about the reign of God in the United States of
America? What does that say about our status as a so-called “Christian nation”?
Maybe you have a philosophical aversion to “government charity.” You think that
charity, if it’s truly going to be charity, needs to be an individual matter. I would disagree
with you about that, but for the sake of discussion, I’ll grant the point for a moment.
In this country, we positively worship billionaires. This is the case even though it’s
been conclusively demonstrated that they often pay $0 dollars in taxes, either as
individuals, or through their corporations, and their charitable giving is paltry compared
to the taxes they should contribute if they had to pay the percentages that you and I have
to pay. Where is the reign of God in that?
Yesterday afternoon (October 25) I saw an article in Forbes online with a headline
that read: “Elon Musk, Up $25 Billion In A Day, Is Richer Than Any Billionaire Ever.” Just a
few hours later I saw another article, this time by Business Insider that had this headline:
“Elon Musk’s wealth surged by $36 billion, the largest single-day gain Bloomberg’s ever
recorded.” This was celebrated as some kind of monumental achievement. The praise was
effusive and endless.
In my decidedly Christian opinion, it was disgusting.
Could you imagine having the ability to end homelessness in America with the
change you picked up in a single day, and saying, “Nah, I think I’ll pass.” That’s what Elon
Musk did. Literally. That’s what he says perpetually. That’s practically what the 614
billionaires living in this country say every day. “Help the poor? Help the ones so poor that
they don’t even have a roof over their heads, and are at risk of dying due to exposure
constantly? Nah, I think I’ll pass.”
Two thousand years ago Jesus said, “It’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich person to enter into the reign of God.” He was right then, and he’s
still right now. Apparently, the prospects of salvation for the rich are exceedingly low.
Pastor Dan
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Financials
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
I wish to order a poinsettia plant(s) for the Christmas season. The money or
check (made out to St. Paul Altar Guild) is enclosed. Deadline for
ordering is December 12th.
PLEASE PLACE ENVELOPE IN THE BOX ACROSS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE.
Name as you wish it to appear in the bulletin
_____________________________________________________Phone________________
PLANTS - $10.50 each I WISH THE BULLETIN TO READ:
_______ Red Blooms

__To the Glory of God

_______White Blooms ____In Memory of ______________________________________
____In Honor of _______________________________________
Plants may be picked up after the 9:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve, after service on
Christmas Day or during the week from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. daily when the church is open.
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COUNCIL CORNER
Fellow members of St Paul,
Please join us for a fun ‘rivalry’ party after the 11 am service on Halloween as the
Browns take on my favorite team, “The Evil Empire”. We look forward to a fun day of
fellowship. And maybe a friendly bet or two.
Keep the date of November 21st on your calendar as we will have our annual meeting that
day, following the 10 am service. We will need to vote on a budget for 2022. Also we will be
discussing moving to 1 service on Sunday mornings. The worship committee
recommended moving to one service and the council voted to move this idea to the annual
meeting. We will discuss when to move to one service as well as the timing of that service.
As most of you have observed, our number of volunteers has decreased and being able to
have a fellowship with all members seems important to all. Look for a letter to be mailed to
all members with more details.
Finally, as we wrap up Clergy Appreciation Month, join me in thanking Pastor Dan for his
leadership for the past 3 years. We look forward to many more years of his leadership.
Jon Montag,
Council President and Steelers Fan
Council Members: Peter Brumenschenkel, Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Dennis Mille, Scott Miller,
Jon Montag, Phil Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
Fall has been a very short season this year. In the matter of just a few days we
have gone from open windows to running the heating system to be
comfortable. As the heating systems were again put in service, a couple minor components
were found to be functioning improperly, but we were able to replace and repair them for
minimal cost with the assistance of our in-house talent. The pump that supplies the hot
water to the Sanctuary heating system and the bearings in the motor that powers the fan in
Sanctuary system are next on the list of items for attention.
The reflective film to reduce the solar heating of the office in the summer has been
installed and looks great. The staff working in the office complex are no longer in a
fishbowl. Not only will the reflective film reduce the load on the office air conditioning
system, but will act as a one-way mirror to improve security and prevent those outside the
building from seeing into the office.
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The Property Committee continues to work to evaluate the water issues and needs
for restoration of St. Paul’s Cemetery. Through the efforts of Dennis Mille, contact with the
city councils and management have allowed St. Paul’s to explore the needs and options
with the manager of Woodvale Cemetery. This last month Mike Milano, of Milano
Monuments, volunteered to help the team, with his guidance in applying for a grant to
provide funds for the needed restoration. Expect to see more physical changes as the exact
property lines are confirmed and removal of trees, and refined drainage on the south end
take place. This past month our landscape artist, Jon Williams, has delivered several yards
of topsoil to the cemetery, and filled many of the low spots among the graves, reset some
of the leaning smaller stones, and seeded the new topsoil with grass seed. As the number
of volunteer members who are physically able to help care for the cemetery continues to
dwindle, we must plan for long term assistance and additional funding to care for the
cemetery in future years.
Evaluation of our parking lot by Surface Engineering, the paving contractor who has
serviced our lot for the last several years now, suggests that the parking lot probably does
not need service at this time. We plan on having to resurface the main aisle along the
building along with some other spot repairs and overall sealing and restriping next year.
Berea Schools has run out of space to allow Berea-Midpark students to park in the school
lots, so we have again issued parking passes for BMHS students. The donations made for
the parking passes helps to offset the cost of caring for the parking lot.
The usual monthly reminder: When the major repairs and replacement of parts of
St. Paul’s was built into the budget 8 years ago, the congregation was advised that a 7%
increase in giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been faithful to
their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul’s to make several improvements that have
reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In the November
congregation meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has decreased
about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue with the annual
repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help
offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.
Jim Jungeberg
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Children@stpaulbera.org
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Once Upon a Time….
1910 - Pastor Rembold accepted call to
Ottumwa, Iowa
1967 – Congregational Meeting not held
due to lack of quorum, had to be
rescheduled.
1969 – First Eagle Scout award in history
of St. Pauls was presented to Norman
Gilsdorf of Boy Scout Troop 421 (sponsored by St Paul’s) on Nov 9th.
1980 - Trinity Seminary (Columbus) celebrated its 150th birthday (formed 1830)
1984 - Associate Pastor Tim Kuenzli announced acceptance of call to Mt. Healthy, Ohio
1989 – St Pauls ‘old’ Childrens Choir robes were donated to Trinity Lutheran Church in
Norton, Ohio.

All Saints Sunday-November 7th
This year we remember
Penelope (Penny) J. Boyer Edward G. Hrivnak Denise Leslie
Sara Downie Adam Hetzel
Wallace C. Crawford, Sr. (Father-in-law of Sherrill Crawford)
John T. Smolik Robert J. Theiss
Richard (Dick) R. Krisher Adolph (Rudy) C. Spagnuolo
Pamela J. Coates (Sister of Jay Coates)
Nadean V.Thumm Dennis R. Miller Robert (Bob) J. Antl
Richard Schreck (Uncle of Dean Firing)
Henry Scottson (Cousin of Anna Mae Migra)
Dorothy Shenk (Grandmother of Meg Montag)
Katherine Pellett (Grandmother of Rachel Skillman)
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Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry
Community Re-Entry
Community Re-Entry, a program/branch of Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry (LMM) was
restructured as the founding Executive Director, Charles See retired. Individuals formerly
incarcerated and their families continue to receive services from LMM’s Workforce
Development (WD) and Health & Wellness (H&S) branches.
WD provides case management, job readiness, job placement, on the job training and
culinary arts instructions. Services are provided to individuals formerly and presently
incarcerated. During the pandemic, the ladies who are incarcerated at the North East
Rehabilitation Center continue to receive instructions remotely. Job training and experience
are gained by working in our Central Kitchen, which provide thousands of meals to
homeless shelters in the area weekly.
There will once again be a Community Re-Entry Christmas Party for which volunteers would
be greatly appreciated. Date has not been set yet. Watch announcements for further
details.
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YOU Can Make a Difference: Help Our Afghan
Siblings

Over the next six months, an estimated 800 Afghan refugees will be making their way to
call northeast Ohio their home. That is in addition to immigrants from other countries.
From what I understand, that is a lot for this area! Our new friends will require many
things. Right now, we are focusing on cash donations and their immediate needs, which
include food, housing, and companionship, among others. To help with cash donations,
please click below to visit our Tithely site. We will match $0.50 for every dollar, up to
$7,500. We are currently partnering with Catholic Charities and Refugee Response. To
help with immediate needs, please click the lower-left icon to visit the Refugee Response
Portal.
NEOS ELCA TITHELY

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/416952
NEOS ELCA TITHELY

Thank you for your kindness and generosity.

Peace,
Bishop Laura Barbins
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Fellowship of the Performing Arts introduces first
movie - The Reluctant Convert!
This movie about CS Lewis’s life, follows the play
version very closely but expands it with 20
magnificent cinematic locations in and around
Oxford, England. It has a main cast of 15 actors,
including Lewis as a boy, a young man and as an
elder scholar looking back on his conversion to
Christ. Also included are actors playing J.R.R. Tolkien
and others, along with 190 extras and 270
costumes!
This is the same production company that has
brought to Playhouse Square plays such as the
Screwtape Letters, Martin Luther on Trial and
others.
It will be shown, one day only, at the Middleburg
Heights Regal cinema on Nov 3rd.
For more information, see:
https://fpatheatre.com/production/the-most-reluctant-convert-movie/

The Monday Night at Mike’s Men’s Group wants to help!
Jesus didn’t just say to BELIEVE IN HIM, Jesus
said to FOLLOW HIM. And that means that
each of us should love and freely serve
others with His help. The “Monday Night at
Mike’s” men’s group wants to do just that for
the members and families of St Paul
Lutheran Church Berea. Do you need help
with something that needs to be repaired,
built, moved, disposed of, or cleaned up? Is
it beyond your current ability to handle it
yourself? If so, please contact the church
office (Sherrill or Dean) at 440-243-1144 or
Wes Hansen at 216-789-1809, and we’ll see if
we can help.
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COMMISSION ON AGING
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO DONATE ITEMS FOR
THE FOOD BANK, PLEASE TAKE THEM
DIRECTLY TO THE FOODBANK AT
535 WYLESWOOD DRIVE, BEREA.
PLEASE CALL NATALIE AT
440-826-5800 X 4401 FOR HOURS
Tuesday November 9th at noon
the Senior Luncheon will
be held at St. Paul Lutheran Church
Cost $5.00
Contact the
“Active Senior Network”
for reservations
at 440 891-3316

Memorials
Tex & Gertrude Bynum
Karen Bynum

Official acts
Funeral
10/16 Bob Antl

Dick Krisher
Betsy & Bob Smith
Bob Antl
Lowell & Ginny Walker
Harold & Barb Daniels
Bonnie Sears
Eric & Luanne Prestegaard
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD
BEREA, OHIO 44017
440-243-1144
www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

_____________________________________
November 7th

Annual Meeting
Nov 21st - 11:00am
The Annual Congregational Meeting will
be November 21st immediately following a
single service at 10am.
Unfortunately there will not be a meal
following.
Please make every effort to be there. As
always there are important matters to
discuss. Thank you.
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