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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
October 4- Yom Kppur starts at Sundown

October 10-Columbus Day
October 16-National Bosses Day

October 31-Halloween

DATE TIME ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS ALTAR GUILD AUDIO/VIDEO USHERS/
GREETERS

10/2 10:00 Meg
Montag

New Day Singers Lois Wolfe
Beth Boerke

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 1st

10/9 10:00 Sherrill
Crawford

New Day Singers
New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 2nd

10/16 10:00 Jon Montag New Day Singers Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team  3rd

10/23 10:00 Mike King New Day Singers
New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 4th

10/30 10:00 Dean Firing New Day Singers Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 4t

October Celebrations

Have a Celebration coming in November?
If you have an October celebration you would like in this space,

Please notify the office by October 17th.

The church has received a number of Thank you’s from various organizations we have been
supporting. Please take a moment to check them out on the bulletin boards outside the
parlor and see the impact we are making in the community!

A big Thank You to Irma Hetzel for providing additional flowers for the
sanctuary from her personal garden!
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American Christianity Is Not Christian
Daniel Skillman 2022-10

I am an ordained pastor in a major mainline denomination. I was trained at a
rigorous seminary: Three academic years on top of my bachelor’s degree, and two years of
internships. I’ve studied Greek, Hebrew, hermeneutics, ancient history, American history,
sociology, politics…you name it. I’ve easily written a million words on the subject of
Christianity. That’s the equivalent of 20 books. I’ve met countless pastors from all over the
world. And I have served in churches for my entire adult life.

Given my credentials, I hope you’ll hear me out when I talk about the state of
Christianity in America today. I haven’t conducted a formal study, so, understand that I’m
simply speaking out of my experience and intuition. But given that, I’m convinced that if you
turn on a YouTube sermon, or pick up a book from the local “Christian book store,” or
God-forbid, stumble into a church on a Sunday morning, you are more likely to encounter a
deeply heretical and nationalistic religion than anything approaching a common sense
reading of Jesus in the four Gospels, or the dominant and widespread Christianity that has
existed for nearly 2,000 years.

This leads me to offer you the following six thoughts.
1. Most of American Christianity is not Christian. Period. I’m not basing that statement

on historic disagreements about academic theology. This is not a question of
exacting dogmatic purity. I’m saying that many of those calling themselves Christian
are so obviously loveless and idolatrous, chasing after the gods of capitalism and
nationalism to the point of open cruelty toward others, that they should not be
recognized as Christian. They look nothing like Jesus Christ. And so, they have
forfeited the name. More bishops, pastors, lay-leaders, and everyday Christians need
to be bold about saying that publicly. At this point in history, if those who are doing
their level best to follow Jesus (although always imperfectly owing to the difficulty of
such an endeavor) do not speak clearly on this issue, the time is fast coming when
the very name Christian will be a hindrance to evangelism. As it stands, in much of
unchurched America, the name Christian is already almost synonymous with pride,
arrogance, ignorance, and hate.

2. I cannot in good faith recommend that anyone “go to church.” It just isn’t that simple.
Sad to say, going to church is like playing a game of roulette, and not the kind that
merely robs you blind over time. I’m talking about the Russian kind. I don’t enjoy
saying this, but I find it to be necessary. If someone asks me generically if they
should go to church in America, I tell them, “No.” I think that this is a faithful
Christian response in our times.

3. None of this is to denigrate Christianity or the Church. No one should judge a
2,000-year-old, world-wide religion, much less the message of Jesus, based on what
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we see coming out of American “Christianity.” Christianity itself is a noble religion,
and shouldn’t be evaluated based on the behavior of 21st century American
Christians. This is not an example of the “no true Scotsman fallacy.” I’m telling you
that when you go to the source material (the 4 Gospels) and the broad history of the
Church around the world, what is happening to Christianity is an aberration, and
demonstrably so.

4. There are good Christians, good pastors, and good churches in the United States. By
good, I mean those who are sincerely trying to follow the Jesus of the four Gospels.
They may disagree on any number of theological formulations, but they have been
captured by the spirit of unconditional love for all people that seeks to bring heaven
to earth, so to speak, and improve people’s lives as much as possible while there is
still life to be lived.

5. If you attend a church, or if you are considering attending one, it behooves you to
consider deeply which church to attend. Participating in the life of a church because
of the style of its music, or the charisma of its pastor, or the convenience of its
location and service times, or even because “you’ve always gone there” have always
been poor reasons to choose a church home. However, today, those reasons might
just place you in a church that practices cruelty instead of compassion, worships at
the altar of capitalism instead of at the foot of the cross, and prioritizes the American
way over the way of Jesus. Liking the music or the coffee isn't a good reason to be
associated with that.

6. If you are in any way inclined to give Jesus and the venerable 2,000-year-old religion
of Christianity a hearing, I would encourage you to find good Christians, and pastors,
and churches, and support them, even if that means leaving the church you’re
already at. By good, I do not mean perfect. I mean, rather, that they are obviously
trying to follow Jesus in his ethic of unconditional self-sacrificial love for all people.
Find a good church, and support it. Participate in worship, in discussions about the
direction of the church, and in leadership if possible. Support a good church with
your time, your talents, and your treasure if you have any. If good churches don’t
receive your support, they close, and eventually, all America will be left with will be
the heretical and hateful bastardization of Christianity that has already come to
dominate far too much of the landscape.

Most of American Christianity is not Christian. That is an indictment, and a call to
repentance. There is no better time than October (the month in which we remember the
16th century Reformation) for us to consider how we might participate in a much needed
reformation of the American church of the 21st century.
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Surprises are not unusual in the Property world at St. Paul.  This last month
has provided us with a couple more challenges.  First, we discovered that
two of the windows in Room G that open are rotted to the point that the

closing linkage fell out of them.  Randy Hamilton contacted Pella Windows and found that
Pella is about to make the last production run of replacements for our windows.  Pella will
be making replacements for the two windows we need before ceasing production of them.
Timing is everything.

We also have suffered a major failure of the commercial refrigerator in the kitchen.
The unit lost the freon charge completely, which is a mixture with the oil used to lubricate
the compressor, so the compressor has seized up and must be replaced at approximately
half the cost of a new refrigerator.  We are searching for a good used unit instead of
repairing the dead one.

Property will be going back and updating the 10 year plan again as we have learned
that the lighting industry will be limiting our options soon.  In order to help us become
more energy efficient, the fluorescent light tubes will be going away and must be replaced
by the new LED light tubes.  The LED tubes use about half of the energy that the
fluorescent tubes do, and they can be directly interchanged…..for right now.  But in the
near future the T12 size fluorescent tubes, which are used in all of the church rooms, will
be going away and only the smaller T8 size will be available. The T8 size will not fit into the
T12 fixtures, so eventually we will need to replace nearly all fixtures.

On October 2nd, members of the Alpha Sigma Phi fraternity at Baldwin-Wallace will
be at St. Paul to assist in cleanup of the courtyard and some other tasks to improve the
appearance of the church outside.  All are welcome to join them starting at 11:15 am
Sunday morning, October 2, 2022.

The usual monthly reminder:  When the major repairs and replacement of parts of
St. Paul was built into the budget almost nine years ago now, the congregation was advised
that a 7% increase in giving would be able to support that plan.  The congregation has been
faithful to their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul to make several improvements
that have reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In last
November's congregational meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving
has decreased about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue
with the annual repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be
able to do to help offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary
repairs and replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.

Jim Jungeberg
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COUNCIL CORNER
Not Available at Time of Printing
Council Members: Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Lisa Nelson-Firing, Dennis Mille, Jon
Montag, Phil Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Meet Corinne Grizzell

Our New Director of Christian Education

Corinne’s background includes nearly 5 decades in marketing and sales in a variety of
environments including recruiting, training and coaching talent for the modeling and
television industry, radio advertising sales and for the past 30 years, real estate sales.
Currently in the top 20% of agents with Keller Williams Elevate in Strongsville, the world’s
largest real estate organization – The Grizzell Team has sold thousands of homes in
Northeast Ohio - earning awards and accolades as a top sales team.

Corinne’s passion for working with young people to help them navigate through some of
life’s choices, motivated her to create a personal development program with her business
partner for young women ages 13 to 18. Corinne hopes that passion will guide and
encourage young families and youth to make St Paul Lutheran their church home.
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Cradle Roll Changes!

Do you know what the Cradle Roll is? It is a ministry of sending cards and CDs and
certificates to our littlest members from birth/Baptism through age 3 when they are
welcomed into our regular children’s education program. For more than 40 years Betty
Krutko has devoted herself to this ministry. She has decided it is time to turn over the
reins to someone else after all these years. Chris Hall has volunteered to take over this
important task! We happily welcome Chris!  If you see Betty, thank her for her service to St.
Paul’s children.
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Sheep and Goats

Redeemer Crisis Center
Who We Serve
Hunger is the inability to identify where your next meal is coming from.

The Center’s goal is to help families and individuals with the food resources necessary to
feed themselves and their families in their homes for the next 9 – 12 nutritious meals.
Since joining the Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland in 1976, we have served people
living on the near west side of Cleveland who continuously struggle to survive financially.

Our clients include:

● Senior Citizens and the Disabled on Fixed Incomes
● Recently Unemployed/Underemployed Families
● The Homeless
● Those Below the Poverty Level
● People Facing Unexpected Circumstances
● The Working Poor
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Financials Not Available at time of Printing
Please enjoy this coloring page
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Food Donations for
Others

“NONPERISHABLE” items may be placed
in our Food Box outside Door #2 at any

time of the day or night.

“PERISHABLE” items may be taken
directly to the Berea Community

Outreach Food Pantry at:
535 Wyleswood Dr, Berea

Please call Natalie at

440-826-5800 X 4401 for hours

You are making a difference in the daily
lives of others.

Community Meal
NOW TWICE A MONTH!

Free Community Meal
available Wednesday

October 12th and 26th
From 5-6pm-Drive up/Take out from

Door #2 here at St. Paul

Berea Senior
Luncheon

Tuesday October 11th at
noon the Senior

Luncheon will be held at
St. Paul Fellowship Hall.

Cost $5.00

Contact the
Berea Community Outreach

“Active  Senior  Network”
for reservations
at  440 891-3316

Memorials Official acts
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD

BEREA, OHIO  44017

440-243-1144

www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
October Trivia

What are the two birthstones for October?   Opal and Tourmaline

What is the birth flower for October?   Marigold

Which Holiday is celebrated by Canadians in October?  Thanksgiving

Which famous magician died on Halloween?  Harry Houdini

Which America’s Got Talent judge celebrates his birthday in October?  Simon Cowell

What happened October 3, 1863?  President Lincoln issued a proclamation designating the
last Thursday of November as Thanksgiving Day

What is the origin of Oktoberfest? More than 200 years ago, when the Crown Prince of
Bavaria married Princess of Therese of Saxony-Hildburghausen, the wedding was
celebrated with multiple days of drinking, feasting, and horse races

The night before Halloween is named after which vegetable?  Cabbage
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