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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
September 1st-Faith, Food, Friends-7pm, Fellowship Hall
September 6th-Labor Day-Office closed
September 11th-Lutheran Oktoberfest at Metroparks
September 13th-Confirmation classes begin
DATE

TIME

ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS

ALTAR GUILD

AUDIO/VIDEO

USHERS/
GREETERS

9/5

9:00

Taffy
Pavlick

Cindy Cain

Barb Spatz

Dave Kushman

Team 1&2

11:00

Meg
Montag

Sherrill Crawford

Lois Wolfe
Trish Jacobs

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 1&2

9:00

Sherrill
Crawford

Worship Team

Dave Kushman

Team 3&4

11:00

Liz
Wittmann

Covenant Choir

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 3&4

9:00

Cindy Cain

Worship Team

Dave Kushman

Team 5&6

11:00

Jon Montag

Covenant Choir

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 5&6

9:00

Mike King

Worship Team

Dave Kushman

Team 7&8

11:00

Dean Firing

Covenant Choir

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 7&8

9/12

9/17

9/26

Do you have a special occasion in October?

Send information to the Officestaff@stpaulberea.org email to
have your occasion appear here in next month’s Highlights!
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The Church Seeks and Saves the Lost
Lost sheep. Lost coins. Lost sons.
What do they all have in common?
They’re lost.
The sheep wandered away through ignorance.
The coin was dropped and fell through the cracks.
The young son has more culpability than the older, perhaps.
But he just wanted to see the world.
Not an uncommon thing for a young man to want.
In fact, one might just say that, far from being a sin, leaving the nest is necessary.
Yes, he was reckless, and squandered his father’s wealth.
But he didn’t cause the famine.
And he didn’t create the uncaring society that neglected him in his need.
This younger, “prodigal” son, is not so much a nefarious sinner as he is simply lost.
The only disturbing character in Luke 15 is the older son.
The one who refuses to welcome the young, wandering lad back home.
But even the older son, the true sinner, receives an invitation from the father to the feast.
A great many churches and church goers seem to be obsessed with sin and purity.
They see it as their job to keep the community clean by shaming, and, if necessary,
ostracizing those they deem to be sinners. Sure, they give the invitation to repent, but they
provide little power to do so.
I can’t say that I’ve ever seen the policing of sin make anyone a substantially better person.
The sin police become cruel and hypocritical. And the sinners become either depressed,
disaffected, or disaffiliated.
The Church shouldn’t get so hung up on purifying or pushing out sinners. It should focus on
simply seeking out the lost, and welcoming them unconditionally, like Jesus did.
The Church’s mission, like Jesus’ own mission, is to seek and save the lost. To close the
distance. To be the shepherd who seeks out the sheep. To be the woman who searches for
the coin. To be the Father who runs out to his son. To be the community that loves and
accepts those who were otherwise distant and alone. In this way, the Church saves the lost.

ST. PAUL BEREA | 3

September 2021

VOLUME 70 ISSUE 09

Financials
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COUNCIL CORNER
Not Available at Time of Printing
Council Members: Peter Brumenschenkel, Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Dennis Mille,
Scott Miller, Jon Montag, Phil Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

An unusual sound during the church service led to the discovery of a potentially
major problem with the air handler system in the Sanctuary. The air handler is
a large fan unit that is essential to move the heated or cooled air into the
sanctuary. A bearing failure has caused wear between components that must
be repaired to avoid loss of our ability to heat or cool the Sanctuary. The Property
Committee is working with a commercial HVAC company to both quickly repair the issue
and make any future repairs easy for Property Committee members to repair ourselves.
Within the next couple of weeks we hope to have all repairs complete without having to
conduct church services without cooling.
The Property Committee continues to work with the manager of Woodvale Cemetery
to evaluate the water issues and needs for restoration of St. Paul’s Cemetery. Through the
efforts of Dennis Mille, contact with the city councils and management have allowed St.
Paul to explore the needs and options that an expert in the area can develop for our
consideration and action. Expect to see some physical changes as the exact property lines
are confirmed and removal of trees and refined drainage on the south end take place.
Evaluation of our parking lot by Surface Engineering, the paving contractor who has
serviced our lot for the last several years now, suggests that the parking lot probably does
not need service at this time. However, if not serviced this year, we should plan on having
to resurface the main aisle along the building along with some other spot repairs and
overall sealing and restriping next year. Property and Church Council will weigh the
financial benefits along with the agreement of Berea Schools to allow Berea-Midpark
students to again use our parking lot to postpone parking lot service until next year.
The usual monthly reminder: When the major repairs and replacement of parts of
St. Paul was built into the budget 8 years ago, the congregation was advised that a 7%
increase in giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been faithful to
their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul to make several improvements that have
reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In the November
congregation meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has decreased
about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue with the annual
repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help
offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.
Jim Jungeberg
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My heartfelt thanks to so many during Dick’s recent illness and passing. Your many
cards, phone calls and especially your prayers and Pastor Dan’s home visit helped us
both so much.
I appreciated the help and support of Pastor Dan, Sherrill and Dean from the
administrative staff, Dale’s organ music and each of Dick’s fellow choir who came back to
sing at his service. I also appreciate the help from the men and women of St. Paul’s who
helped with Dick’s funeral and luncheon.
St. Paul’s is blessed to have all of you!

Again, my thanks.
Jane Krisher and family
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Watch your front doors

It is that time again. Watch your front doors for our August Bags and upcoming
September Bags. It is always great to make a connection with each other and learn and
have some fun with the activities in our bags. In our upcoming bag, you are even going to
have a HUG coming your way!

What’s coming up?

Something new is coming!! Keep your eyes out for something fun that will be coming
up for kids age 4 - 6th grade. We are going to be starting a St Paul Kid’s Club. Details will be
coming in the next month or so. Watch for the details. You won’t want to miss it!

Calling all youth

We need you! Our St Paul Kid’s Club will be beginning later in the fall and we could
really use your help. Our little guys could use you to help them and share your friendship.
We will be singing, reading Bible stories, doing crafts, having puppet plays and much more.
You will be like the leaders that we have at VBS. Please send an email to me if you would
be willing to help our little guys. More info will be coming. Your help would really be
appreciated. Should be fun!
children@stpaulberea.org

OUR BROWN FOOD BIN
Can you lend a hand? Our brown food bin has been a successful outreach to help
folks that need a hand with food for themselves and their families. Please help us by
dropping off food for our bin. Cereal, canned goods, items such as spaghetti sauce and
noodles, canned fruit and vegetables etc. are all appreciated. Please help us to serve others
in need. Thanks so much!
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Once Upon a Time….
1954 - Sept 26th, St. Paul broke ground
for the initial construction of the facility
at Bagley and Eastland Roads, the
‘Educational Building’ consisting of the
Fellowship Hall, kitchen, office and
sunday school rooms.

the development of this congregation.

1959 - Redeemer Lutheran in Brookpark
Dedicated. St. Paul was instrumental in

1966 - Choir Director/organist, Mr. Sommers, resigned Sept 11 1966.
1968 - Sept 16th we dedicated the new Sanctuary, only 14 years since originally
breaking ground at this location. The initial Educational Building loan had been paid off
in record time by Oct 1960, providing the means to begin the process of designing and
building a sanctuary.
1969 - Celebrated 1st anniversary of new Sanctuary
on Sept 28.
1979 - Emma Baehrs’ Retirement celebration held
Sept 9. She retired from conducting Junior Church
and teaching SS for many decades!
1980 – Communion increased to 2x/month on 1st
and 3rd Sundays.
1982 - The organ committee, which had been
appointed in 1978, submitted their final report in
Sept 1982, allowing for progress towards
purchasing the organ that was dedicated in May
1986.
Emma Baehr

1999 – Pastor Henderson accepts call to be Senior Pastor at St. Paul.
2009 - New Handbell directors hired following resignation of Jan Bairoti. New directors:
Culley Coughlin (adult) and Marilyn Niksa (youth).
2010 - Search committee for youth director formed
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Sheep and Goats
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry
Men’s Shelter-2100 Lakeside
In 2005, LMM began administering the Men's Shelter at 2100 Lakeside Avenue. The shelter
serves up to 350 men per night with an additional 30-60 beds available at partner overflow
sites. Social service partners provide on and off-site services to increase resident
self-sufficiency. The staff offers hope while providing support for men in transition and in
crisis. Six shelter communities address men's individual journeys: Entry, Decision,
Transformation, Work, Partnership, Service.
The majority of shelter funding is provided by Cuyahoga County, City of Cleveland,
Veterans' Administration, FEMA and HUD. Individuals, churches, organizations and
businesses provide financial and in-kind support.
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WHEELS FOR THE WORLD
EQUIPMENT DRIVE
AUG 14, 2021
On Sat, Aug 14th, the weather was finally cooler, and no
rain! And St Paul hosted, for our third time, a drop off
point for equipment for Wheels for the World. This
event is done every August by Joni and Friends,
NorthEast Ohio Region. Though we had less donations
than last year, I am told that our site, out of all the ones
in greater Cleveland, had the most! We accepted 36
wheelchairs (7 of them custom/pediatric chairs - a true blessing!), 38 walkers, 7 rollators, 33
pairs of crutches, 3 quad canes 2 pyramid canes and 13 straight canes, along with a host of
other misc wheelchair parts like leg rests, head rests and cushions.
A big thanks to Wes Hansen for helping with accepting and organizing the donations on
Saturday along with Dean Firing and Sherrill Crawford who helped accept items during the
weeks up to the drive.
The equipment was picked up mid afternoon during very heavy county fair traffic! It was
nearly impossible to get out onto Eastland road!
The whole NorthEast Ohio Collection acquired 140 wheelchairs, enough for a shipping
container with the addition of WFTW special pediatric chairs. (One shipping container
holds about 200 chairs along with a good supply of walkers, rollators, canes and crutches.)
It was a great day!

- Jan Bairoti

ST. PAUL BEREA | 10

September 2021

VOLUME 70 ISSUE 09

We are still looking for volunteers to help at the
Oktoberfest (free entry, a T-Shirt, Brat and a Beverage).
For more information go to www.lutheranoktoberfest.com
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Monthly Collection
For Berea Community
Outreach
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO DONATE ITEMS FOR
THE FOOD BANK, PLEASE TAKE THEM
DIRECTLY TO THE FOODBANK AT
535 WYLESWOOD DRIVE, BEREA.
PLEASE CALL NATALIE AT
440-826-5800 X 4401 FOR HOURS
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COMMISSION ON AGING
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

Tuesday September 14th at noon
the Senior Luncheon will
be held at St. Paul Lutheran Church
Cost $5.00
Contact the
“Active Senior Network”
for reservations
at 440 891-3316

Memorials

Richard Krisher
Florence McCausland
Bob & Diane Ferrerri
Amy & Greg Marke
Sue Helen Oldach
Karen Caverly
George & Maureen Spicer
Bernadette Revta
Patricia Jacobs
Joyce & Edward Stimac
Brian & Barb Spatz
Randy & Sharon Genther

Official acts
Funeral
08/20 Richard Krisher

Honorariums

Liz Campbell-PreSchool
Sandy Henning
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD
BEREA, OHIO 44017
440-243-1144
www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

_____________________________________
LEARN TO SQUARE DANCE!!

FREE LESSONS!!
SOLO SQUARES DANCE CLUB cordially invites you to join them for 3 free Square Dance
Lessons on Mondays: September 13th, 20th, & 27th, 2021, 7-9pm in the Fellowship Hall at
St.Paul Lutheran Church!!! All ages are welcome; singles & couples are welcome! If you like
what you see, please join us for lessons (continuing on October 4th, 2021. @ $5/Lesson, or
we have bargains!
Come and see what Square Dancing is like! It’s a wonderful, wholesome family activity! It’s
fun, friendship, & exercise, set to music!!!
Sincerely,
Brenda Nelson, President
Questions? Call Diane (440-779-8379), Brenda (216-281-3958), or email: BethF56@aol.com
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