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Reformation Sunday October 31st
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
October 11th-Columbus Day
October 16th-National Bosses Day
October 31st-Reformation Day
Halloween
Tailgate Party/Trunk or Treat?
DATE

TIME

ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS

ALTAR GUILD

AUDIO/VIDEO

USHERS/
GREETERS

9/5

9:00

Taffy
Pavlick

New Song

Maria Phillips
Ginny
Anderson

Dave Kushman

Team 1&2

11:00

Meg
Montag

New Day Singers

Lois Wolfe
Trish Jacobs

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 1&2

9:00

Sherrill
Crawford

New Song

Dave Kushman

Team 3&4

11:00

Liz
Wittmann

New Day Singers

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 3&4

9:00

Cindy Cain

New Song

Dave Kushman

Team 5&6

11:00

Jon Montag

New Day Singers

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 5&6

9:00

Mike King

New Song

Dave Kushman

Team 7&8

11:00

Dean Firing

New Day Singers

Phil Sultan
Jeff Campbell

Team 7&8

9/12

9/17

9/26

Do you have a special occasion in November?

Send information to the Officestaff@stpaulberea.org email by
the third Friday of the month to have your occasion appear
here in next month’s Highlights!
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The Church Is Always Reforming
More than any particular theological point, our take away from Martin Luther ought
to be the idea that the Church should always be reforming. We should always be learning,
always be growing, always be reforming. We should never grow complacent. We should
never get to the point where we think that we know it all, that we’ve got everything down
pat, that there’s nothing else to learn. We need to keep examining our theology, and
discussing where we might have gotten off track, and how we might reform.
The reality is, discussion of theology in many church bodies is largely a farce. Most of
the conclusions are predetermined. Far too many Christians seem to have decided that
they know everything they need to know already, and they couldn’t possibly have made a
mistake on anything.
I’ve actually personally heard people argue that Christians aren’t permitted to raise
questions about the doctrine they’ve received. The reasoning is this: to question the
received teachings of the church is to admit that there is a possibility of error in them, and
we’ve already agreed that the received teachings are orthodox. So, there’s nothing more to
discuss. People who think that way aren’t really permitted to re-examine their faith. They
aren’t permitted to reform. That’s a frightening state of affairs, but it’s painfully sad when
that happens in a Lutheran church, the church of the Reformation.
This month, we remember Martin Luther, a man who once said that the Church
erred for the better part of 1,500 years on something as central as the gospel itself. Luther
called for a reformation over central, vitally important things. He claimed that the Church
had made mistakes in how it understood and taught the gospel. This wasn’t some minor
point. This was the article on which he said the whole Church stands or falls.
If the Church made a 1,500 year mistake regarding the gospel, as Lutherans say it
did, then couldn’t the Church be wrong about anything? If you think that Martin Luther
discovered that the Church was in error in its teaching of the gospel, and then corrected
it, isn’t it possible that there could be other errors that we might catch today?
Many Christians will celebrate the Reformation this month. I would suggest that this
celebration shouldn’t be so much about the 16th century Reformation as it should be a
celebration of the concept of reformation. A true celebration of the Reformation means
that we are open to re-examining our biases, our presuppositions, and our “settled”
dogmas. We’re the people who are always willing to repent, reshape, and reform.
We tip our cap to Martin Luther and the Reformation he sparked and led. But the
work of reforming never ends. The Church should always be reforming.
ST. PAUL BEREA | 3

October 2021

VOLUME 70 ISSUE 10

Financials
Not Available at Time of Printing

Party! Party?

We are tentatively planning a tailgate party and trunk or treat for October 31st. This is
the Browns/Steelers game! We are looking for people to help organize it. Decisions need
to be made about whether this is a good date or if a different date is preferred. We do
have the use of an HD antenna to get the game on a TV here.
We have a very small budget, but believe we can purchase hot dogs and buns and
condiments and then have everyone bring munchies/sides to share as well as a couple
of bags of candy each to hand out to trick or treaters.
If this sounds like fun and you would like to help, please contact the office asap! This will
only happen if YOU make it happen!
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COUNCIL CORNER
Fellow members of St Paul,
As you all have read or heard, the Delta Variant has taken over and has been
spreading at an alarming rate. At the advice of the CDC and the Ohio Department of
Health, we have asked all members attending worship to wear a mask while inside the
building. This is not just for your safety, but for the safety of those around you who may be
immune deficient. We want to be sure we are protecting ourselves as well as our fellow
Brothers and Sisters.
October is Pastor Appreciation month. Please take this opportunity to thank Pastor
Dan for the work he does here at St Paul and as well with the ELCA NEOS. It is hard to
believe that Pastor is starting his fourth year with us. Thank you Pastor for all you do on a
daily basis.
Our annual meeting will be held on November 21st. There will be more details
forthcoming. Please mark this date on your calendar as we look at plans for 2022.
Jon Montag,
Council President

Council Members: Peter Brumenschenkel, Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Dennis Mille, Scott Miller,
Jon Montag, Phil Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE
The Heating and Air Conditioning system for the Sanctuary is again operational.
Although it was not an inexpensive repair, the cost could have been triple what
it was if the problem were not found before a complete failure of the air handler occurred.
In addition to replacing the defective bearings and repairing the main drive shaft, the air
handler cabinet was altered to facilitate easy access to the bearings so that the next
replacement will be much more rapid and economical.
The reflective film to reduce the solar heating of the office in the summer is
scheduled to be installed on Monday, September 27th. This will not only reduce the load
on the office air conditioning system, but will act as a one-way mirror to improve security
and prevent those outside the building from seeing into the office.
The Property Committee continues to work with the manager of Woodvale Cemetery
to evaluate the water issues and needs for restoration of St. Paul’s Cemetery. Through the
efforts of Dennis Mille, contact with the city councils and management have allowed St.
Paul to explore the needs and options that an expert in the area can develop for our
consideration and action. Expect to see more physical changes as the exact property lines
are confirmed and removal of trees, and refined drainage on the south end take place.
This past month our landscape artist, Jon Williams, has delivered several yards of
topsoil to the cemetery, and filled many of the low spots among the graves, reset some of
the leaning smaller stones, and seeded the new topsoil with grass seed.
Evaluation of our parking lot by Surface Engineering, the paving contractor who has
serviced our lot for the last several years now, suggests that the parking lot probably does
not need service at this time. We plan on having to resurface the main aisle along the
building along with some other spot repairs and overall sealing and restriping next year.
Berea Schools has run out of space to allow Berea-Midpark students to park in the school
lots, so we have again issued parking passes for BMHS students.
The usual monthly reminder: When the major repairs and replacement of parts of
St. Paul’s was built into the budget 8 years ago, the congregation was advised that a 7%
increase in giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been faithful
to their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul’s to make several improvements that
have reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In the November
congregation meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has decreased
about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue with the annual
repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help
offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.
Jim Jungeberg
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
kid’s club update
WHO: Calling all kids and youth
WHAT: Join us every Sunday morning for a fun gathering of learning, friendship and fun
WHERE: St Paul’s Fellowship Hall
WHEN: Beginning November 14th between the 9:00 and 11:00 Worship Services
10:00-10:45
Preschoolers--6th graders
7th graders on up- We need you to help our younger friends and have some fun too!
We will have Bible stories, songs, crafts, puppet shows, games, snacks, kindness and
sharing activities, and much more!
-SHARE THE NEWS-MARK YOUR CALENDARSIN CASE YOU ARE WONDERING…
*Our Kid’s Club is for everyone. Our Kid’s Club is for ALL kids so bring a friend, neighbor,
grandchildren, classmate, anyone. We want you!
*We will be continuing to deliver our monthly bags for anyone who can not join us for Kid’s
Club. We will be delivering them toward the end of each month. Watch for them on your
front doors.
Should be fun! Mark your calendars for November 14th at 10:00!
Children@stpaulbera.org
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Once Upon a Time….
1960 - Mortgage burning for education
wing on Oct 9
1980 - Pastor Kuenzli attended Natl ALC
convention as delegate from Cleveland
Conference
1990 - New windows installed in Fellowship Hall
1999 – Pastor Henderson returned as Senior Pastor, conducted first service on Sunday
Oct 17
2000 - Deb Michaels, daughter of the congregation, installed at Holy Trinity Lutheran
church in Hickory NC
2000 - Pastor Menchhofer died Oct 14
2009 - Youth Director, Mary Turos, resigned
2010 – Council establishes rule that no lending/removal of church property by members
or others, including chairs and tables.
2016 – In year of 150th anniversary of St Paul, had special reformation service followed by
Octoberfest in Fellowship Hall
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Sheep and Goats
Redeemer Crisis Center
Building a community of hope, through serving, witnessing and celebrating.

Who We Serve
Hunger is the inability to identify where your next meal is coming from.
The Center’s goal is to help families and individuals with the food resources necessary to
feed themselves and their families in their homes for the next 9 – 12 nutritious meals.
Since joining the Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland in 1976, we have served people
living on the near west side of Cleveland who continuously struggle to survive financially.
Our clients include:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Senior Citizens and the Disabled on Fixed Incomes
Recently Unemployed/Underemployed Families
The Homeless
Those Below the Poverty Level
People Facing Unexpected Circumstances
The Working Poor
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Fellowship of the Performing Arts introduces first
movie - The Reluctant Convert!
This movie about CS Lewis’s life, follows the play
version very closely but expands it with 20
magnificent cinematic locations in and around
Oxford, England. It has a main cast of 15 actors,
including Lewis as a boy, a young man and as an
elder scholar looking back on his conversion to
Christ. Also included are actors playing J.R.R. Tolkien
and others, along with 190 extras and 270
costumes!
This is the same production company that has
brought to Playhouse Square plays such as the
Screwtape Letters, Martin Luther on Trial and
others.
It will be shown, one day only, at the Middleburg
Heights Regal cinema on Nov 3rd.
For more information, see:
https://fpatheatre.com/production/the-most-reluctant-convert-movie/
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Monthly Collection
For Berea Community
Outreach

COMMISSION ON AGING
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO DONATE ITEMS FOR
THE FOOD BANK, PLEASE TAKE THEM
DIRECTLY TO THE FOODBANK AT
535 WYLESWOOD DRIVE, BEREA.
PLEASE CALL NATALIE AT
440-826-5800 X 4401 FOR HOURS
Tuesday October 12th at noon
the Senior Luncheon will
be held at St. Paul Lutheran Church
Cost $5.00
Contact the
“Active Senior Network”
for reservations
at 440 891-3316

Memorials
Sue E. Ledel
Lois M. Stueber
Rudy Spagnuolo
Dorothy Chada
Richard Krisher
Robert & Marybeth Rogers
Ann & John Brokamp
Jack & Carol Kile
Norman Krisher and Sarah Warner
Steven & Jeanne Bruce
Martha White
Ginny Anderson
Philip & Julie Kechele
Helen Kechele
Lowell & Virginia Walker
James & Marilyn Froemling
Minna Mortensen
John & Janice Patten
Ann Klicar
Mel & Sue Grunau

Official acts
Funeral
08/27 Pamela Coates
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD
BEREA, OHIO 44017
440-243-1144
www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

_____________________________________
5 Interesting Facts About Reformation Day
1. Martin Luther disputed the idea of papal indulgences, but why? Luther did not
initially mean to separate from the Roman Catholic Church but was only asking for reforms
on the proper interpretation of Scripture, especially on the idea of repentance. The very
first of his listed 95 Theses reads: "When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, 'Repent' (Mt
4:17), he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance."
2. Luther translated the entire Bible into German.
3. Reformation Day is a national holiday in Chile.
4. Five-hundred four years ago on this day, Luther was neither a Protestant nor
Lutheran. When he nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the church, Luther was still Roman
Catholic. As referenced earlier, Luther was looking to reform a faith tradition in which he
was a clergy member and theological teacher at the University of Wittenberg. Luther
posted his theses, which spread throughout Europe rapidly, so there could be debate on
the matter.
5. Luther's Hymn "A Mighty Fortress" is popularly known as the "battle hymn of the
Reformation."
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