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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
April 1st-Maundy Thursday, April Fool’s Day
April 2nd-Good Friday
April 4th-Easter
April 21st-Administrative Professionals Day
April 22nd-Earth Day
DATE

TIME

ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS

ALTAR GUILD

AUDIO/VIDEO

USHERS/
GREETERS

4/4
Easter

9:00

Taffy
Pavlick

Covenant Choir
Team

Erika Tully

Dave Kushman

Team 1&2

11:00

Meg
Montag

Covenant Singers

Beth & Randy
French

Phil Sultan
Nate French
Jeff Campbel

Team 1&2

9:00

Sherrill
Crawford

Praise Team

Dave Kushman

Team 3&4

11:00

Liz
Wittmann

Covenant Singers

Phil Sultan
Nate French
Jeff Campbel

Team 3&4

9:00

Cindy Cain

Covenant Choir
Team

Dave Kushman

Team 5&6

11:00

Jon Montag

Covenant Singers

Phil Sultan
Nate French
Jeff Campbel

Team 5&6

9:00

Mike King

Praise Team

Dave Kushman

Team 7&8

11:00

Dean Firing

Covenant Singers

Phil Sultan
Nate French
Jeff Campbel

Team 7&8

4/11

4/18

4/25

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will be pre-recorded
and available on our Website or YouTube

Have a Celebration coming in May?
If you have a May celebration you would like in this space, please
notify the office by April 15th.
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Resurrection Now
If Jesus were to listen to the preaching that takes place in many of our churches on Easter, I
think he would be surprised and saddened to find so many people who are waiting for the
resurrection. I’m fairly confident of that, because when he spoke to Martha, who was also
waiting for the resurrection, he said this:
I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. (John 11:25-26)
According to Jesus, the resurrection is not something we should wait for, let alone
something we have to wait for. As far as Jesus was concerned, the resurrection is a
present reality.
The resurrection is the life of Jesus. “I am the resurrection and the life.” The Gospels
present Jesus as the living embodiment of the resurrection life. You don’t have to wait for
the first Easter to see the resurrection at work in Jesus’ life. The resurrection is at work in
every day of Jesus’ life. Even at the crucifixion. Especially at the crucifixion. Even as he
hangs dying, the Gospel of Luke, for example, paints Jesus as forgiving his enemies, and
loving his neighbor. That is to say, Jesus, even on the cross, lives as one who has overcome
death. Even on the cross, he is risen.
The resurrection isn’t chronological. The resurrection is theological. You don’t have to wait
for it. Resurrection is happening now. Resurrection is happening wherever the life of Jesus
has begun to transform the lives of those who follow him. “Whoever believes in me, though
he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.”
Resurrection is the life that springs right up in the midst of death, defeating death on its
own ground. Easter is more powerful than Lent. The resurrection is more powerful than the
cross. Life is more powerful than death. And this present moment can be filled with the
resurrection life of Jesus. You don’t need to wait even one more minute.
Pastor Dan
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FINANCIALS
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COUNCIL CORNER
Re-unification and Patience,
As we move forward into Summer, those of us who choose to be
vaccinated should be complete. The exception to this will be members of
St Paul below the age of 16. We have heard many questions such as “Why aren’t both
services in the Sanctuary?”, “Why are we holding services in the Sanctuary?’, “Will we ever
get back into the Sanctuary full time?”, “Will we continue to hold our services on YouTube?”
Worship committee and Church Council will be reviewing options for the future in the
coming weeks and months. The current offerings of a parking lot service and a sanctuary
service are more than some churches are providing. If you have been vaccinated and you
want to worship in the Sanctuary, please attend our worship service at 11 am. Our
Sanctuary also does not exchange air from the outside, it recirculates the indoor air. As a
result, we cannot move both services back inside the Sanctuary until we are advised that it
is safe for all of us to worship indoors again! We know that several members have been
vaccinated, but keep in mind that our Pastor has not been vaccinated yet. It does appear
that he will be able to sign up for the vaccination this month.
Also, in communication with the Worship Committee, additional volunteers are needed for
both services. Assisting Minister, Ushering, Sound Board, Parking lot Ushering, are all areas
that we currently need additional help. Please reach out to the church office if you are able
to assist.
As we move into Spring and Summer, we hope to offer more opportunities for us to gather,
socially distant, as a congregation. We understand the importance of community, and we
need our community back in fellowship again.
Jon Montag
Council President
Council Members: Peter Brumenschenkel, Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Dennis Mille, Scott Miller,
Jon Montag, Phil Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Although we would all love to get back to having services in the
Sanctuary, the task of determining when we can do that with reasonable
safety for all has become an even greater challenge. With more vaccine available now than
ever before, it is easier to obtain the shots. But the appearance of new mutations of the
virus that are more potent and more easily transmitted has changed the concept of “safe”.
With the average age of our members, the majority of the members have had their age
group given the opportunity to be vaccinated by now, but surprisingly the infection rate of
new cases around Cleveland has suddenly risen dramatically again, and the governor is
considering imposing some of the activity restrictions again. Until the rate of new cases
declines and stays low for some period of time, it is not prudent to assume that
worshippers are “safe”. Of additional concern is that all worshippers may not have gotten
vaccinated, making themselves not only vulnerable to the virus infection but able to spread
it as well. Please take advantage of your ability to be vaccinated and protect not only
yourself but those around you as well.
Last month we had a fiery failure of a ballast in an office ceiling light fixture. Since
this was the second such failure of the original fixtures installed in the office, new ballasts
for the ceiling fixtures in the office were ordered and have been received. Inspection and
replacement of suspect old ballasts can now begin.
The added connections under the portico to the Sanctuary sound system were used
for the first time for the Palm Sunday parking lot service and worked well. The Lector
worked flawlessly, and with minor adjustments the Pastor’s microphone will be equally
high quality on Easter Sunday service. The system will also allow addition of a speaker
under the portico to enable the Pastor and the Lector to hear the portions of the service
that take place in the Sanctuary.If you have wondered why Pastor and the Lector keep
going back in the church, or holding the doors to the back of the Sanctuary open slightly
during the service, it is because they can’t tell when the segments done in the Sanctuary are
finished and it is their time to resume speaking outside. A monitor speaker by them
outside will eliminate that problem and should help the service flow a bit more evenly.
You also may have noticed a new flower bed around the electronic sign along Bagley
Rd. The flower bed and plants are a gift from Jon Williams, the gentleman who mows and
grooms the church and cemetery property. We wish to thank Jon for the decorative border
around the sign, and for the great job he does keeping the church property looking its best.

ST. PAUL BEREA | 6

April 2021

VOLUME 70 ISSUE 04

The usual monthly reminder: When the major repairs and replacement of parts of
St. Paul’s was built into the budget 8 years ago, the congregation was advised that a 7%
increase in giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been faithful
to their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul’s to make several improvements that
have reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In the November
congregation meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has decreased
about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue with the annual
repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help
offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.
-Jim Jungeberg
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Men’s Group activities
Way to go Guys!

Friday, March 26th, several members of the men’s group delivered clothing donations to
the Men’s Shelter at 2100 Lakeside.

Saturday, March 27th several members of the group assisted a Berea resident with clearing
old bushes from around her house. They also picked up branches that fell in the recent
storm and raked out her lawn. She was very pleased!
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Hello to all of our children and familiesWe think of all of you so often and love visiting your homes as we deliver your Sunday
School Bags. We will see you again in April. We love seeing all of your waves and smiles.
You definitely make our days brighter!
We have begun preparing bags for the preschoolers in our St. Paul Early Education
Center here at St Paul. Ms. Liz and Ms. Sharon are handing the bags out to the children
from their preschool classes. We are happy to be preparing 75 bags in total for our
preschoolers - sixth graders.

Vacation bible schoolMark your calendars for July 6-9 for our upcoming VBS. After much discussion, we
have decided to have it presented virtually this year and then hopefully, we will be fully
back in action the next Summer 2022. The safety of our adults, youth and children has to
be our #1 concern. We promise to have lots of learning and fun for all. Watch for our next
Highlights for details on how to sign-up and for details of our July 6-9 week. Hope you can
save the date!

children@stpaulberea.org
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Once Upon a Time….
1867 - In December 1866, 2.66 acres were
purchased for $80 an acre at the corner of
First Avenue and Eastland Road,
Middleburg Township, to establish a
permanent home for the new
congregation. A portion was set aside and
dedicated on April 11, 1867 for a cemetery; the first burial, after the purchase of the land,
was that of Johann Siems, an officer of the church.
1959 – Special Adult Confirmation on Palm Sunday (12 confirmands)
– Cleveland Area Young Adult Lutheran group formed (intended for single adults in
Cleveland area)
1960 - the American Lutheran Church (German) merged with the United Evangelical
Lutheran Church (Danish) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Norwegian) to form the
American Lutheran Church (ALC). The Lutheran Free Church (Norwegian), which had
initially dropped out of merger negotiations, joined the ALC in 1963.
1969 – St Paul hosted the American Lutheran Church Women of the Cleveland
Conference’s Spring Meeting.
– Council approved installation of Basketball net in Fellowship Hall
– Carolyn Boehm resigned from office staff and Jane Parker was hired.
1970 – Council approved placement of fence on property line at east side of Fellowship
Hall
1992 – Old Fashioned worship service for 125th Anniversary, Son of Congregation, Pastor
John Vannorsdall preached.
1999 – Call Committee formed that eventually led to calling Pastor Henderson as Senior
Pastor.
2009 – Hosted Mens Community Prayer Breakfast on April 13th w/speakers Terry
Pluto(Cleveland Plain Dealer) and Berea Mayor Cyril Kleem
2011 – First Easter Sunrise Service held in Courtyard
2012 - St Paul’s hosted Tetelestai production depicting Holy Week
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Signs of Spring

A huge Thank You to Linda Jungeberg for clearing most of the leaves
from the courtyard! More clean up is needed. If you are interested in
helping, please contact the office or Linda.
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Sheep and Goats

Habitat’s Vision:
A world where everyone has a decent place to live.
Habitat works to bring affordable housing to the Greater Cleveland area communities and
the families that live in them. We build, rehab, and sell homes to families with an affordable
mortgage while connecting them to the community through our neighborhood
revitalization projects.
This month we will donate our Sheep and Goats collection to the Habitat/Thrivent Faith
Build. Thrivent Financial is granting up to 50% of the cost of a home to Habitat with the
understanding that matching funds will be raised from area churches to fully fund the
home. A family has already been chosen for the Faith Build home. Their story follows on
the next page. Please donate generously and pray for future Habitat homebuyers. If you
want information about volunteering with the Habitat build or with the ReStore, please
contact Tom & Marie Herr who have been active volunteers from our congregation for
many years.
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Monthly Collection
For Berea Community
Outreach
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO DONATE ITEMS FOR
THE FOOD BANK, PLEASE TAKE THEM
DIRECTLY TO THE FOODBANK AT
535 WYLESWOOD DRIVE, BEREA.
PLEASE CALL NATALIE AT
440-826-5800 X 4401 FOR HOURS

COMMISSION ON AGING
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

All activities for the Active Senior
Network have been suspended
indefinitely.
As soon as we have information about
the resumption of services, we will
publish it.

Memorials

Official acts

Ruth Hans
Loni Flagner

Funeral

Penny Boyer
Loni Flagner

2/26 Sara Downie
3/29 Adam Hetzel

Ed Hrivnak
Loni Flagner
Mel & Ellen Grunau
Bob & Diane Ferreri
Ken & Lois Hines
Antoinette Podracky
Ken & Lois Hines
Jean Meresko
Loni Flagner
Sara Downie
Harold & Barbara Daniels
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD
BEREA, OHIO 44017
440-243-1144
www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

______________________________________
Color Your Own Easter Eggs!
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