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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
Nov 1st-All Saints Day

Nov 6th-All Saints Day observed
Nov 6th-Daylight Saving Time Ends-Fall Back 1 hr

Nov 8th-Election Day
Nov 9th and 30th-Community Meal-5-6pm

Nov 11th- Veterans Day
Nov 20th- Congregational Meeting after 10am Service

Nov 24th-Thanksgiving-office closed
Nov 25th-Friday after Thanksgiving-office closed

Nov 25th-Native American Heritage Day
Nov 27th-1st Sunday of Advent

DATE TIME ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS ALTAR GUILD AUDIO/VIDEO USHERS/
GREETERS

11/6 10:00 Liz
Wittmann

New Day Singers Beth Boerke
Barb Daniels

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 1st

11/13 10:00 Taffy Pavlik New Day Singers
New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 2nd

11/20 10:00 Cindy Cain New Day Singers Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team  3rd

11/27 10:00 Dean Firing New Day Singers
New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 4th

November Celebrations

Have a Celebration coming in December?
If you have an December celebration you would like in this space,

Please notify the office by November 18th.

The church has received a number of Thank you’s from various organizations we have been
supporting. Please take a moment to check them out on the bulletin boards outside the
parlor and see the impact we are making in the community!
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I read this story somewhere on the internet, and I thought that it had
such a hopeful message for the church of our day that I decided to share
it with you here. - Pastor Dan

The Rabbi’s Gift
By M. Scott Peck

There is a story, perhaps a myth. Typical of mythic stories, it has many versions. Also
typical, the source of the version I am about to tell is obscure. I cannot remember whether I
heard or read it, or where or when. Furthermore, I do not even know the distortions I
myself have made in it. All I know for certain is that this version came to me with a title. It is
called The Rabbi's Gift.

The story concerns a monastery that had fallen upon hard times. Once a great order,
as a result of waves of anti-monastic persecution in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries and the rise of secularism in the nineteenth, all its branch houses were lost and it
had become decimated to the extent that there were only five monks left in the decaying
mother house: Abbott and four others, all over 70 in age. Clearly it was a dying order.

In the deep woods surrounding the monastery there was a little hut that a Rabbi
from a nearby town occasionally used for a Hermitage. Through their many years of prayer
and contemplation the old monks had become a bit psychic, so they could always sense
when the rabbi was in his Hermitage. "The Rabbi is in the woods, the Rabbi is in the woods
once again," they would whisper to each other. As he agonized over the imminent death of
his order, it occurred to the Abbott at one such time to visit the Hermitage and ask the
Rabbi if by some possible chance he could offer any advice that might save the monastery.

The Rabbi welcomed the Abbott at his hut. But when the Abbott explained the
purpose of his visit, the Rabbi could only commiserate with him. "I know how it is," he
explained. "The spirit has gone out of the people. It is the same in my town. Almost no one
comes to the synagogue anymore." So the old Abbott and the old Rabbi wept together.
Then they read parts of the Torah and quietly spoke of deep things. The time came when
the Abbott had to leave. They embraced each other. "It has been a wonderful thing that we
should meet after all these years," the Abbott said, "but I have still failed in my purpose for
coming here. Is there nothing you can tell me, no piece of advice you can give me that
would help me save my dying order?"

"No, I am sorry," the Rabbi responded. "I have no advice to give. The only thing I can
tell you is that the Messiah is one of you."

When the Abbott returned to the monastery his fellow monks gathered around him
to ask, "well, what did the Rabbi say?"

"He couldn't help," the Abbot answered. "We just wept and read the Torah together.
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The only thing he did say, just as I was leaving - it was something cryptic - was that the
Messiah is one of us. I don't know what he meant. "

In the days and weeks and months that followed, the old monks pondered this and
wondered whether there was any possible significance to the Rabbi's words. The Messiah is
one of us? Could he possibly have meant one of us monks here at the monastery? If that's
the case, which one? Do you suppose he meant the Abbott? Yes, if he meant anyone, he
probably meant father Abbott. He has been our leader for more than a generation. On the
other hand, he might have meant brother Thomas. Certainly brother Thomas is a holy man.
Everyone knows that Thomas is a man of light. Certainly he could not have meant brother
Elred! Elred gets crotchety at times. But come to think of it, even though he is a thorn in
people's sides, when you look back on it, Elred is virtually always right. Often very right.
Maybe the Rabbi did mean brother Elred. But surely not brother Philip. Philip is so passive,
a real nobody. But then, almost mysteriously, he has a gift for somehow always being there
when you need him. He just magically appears by your side. Maybe Philip is the Messiah. Of
course the Rabbi didn't mean me. He couldn't possibly have meant me. I'm just an ordinary
person. Yet supposing he did? Suppose I am the Messiah? Oh God, not me. I couldn't be
that much for you, could I?

As they contemplated in this manner, the old monks began to treat each other with
extraordinary respect on the off chance that one among them might be the Messiah. And
on the off, off chance that each monk himself might be the Messiah, they began to treat
themselves with extraordinary respect.

Because the forest in which it was situated was beautiful, it so happened that people
still occasionally came to visit the monastery to picnic on its tiny lawn, to wander along
some of its paths, even now and then to go into the dilapidated chapel to meditate. As they
did so, without even being conscious of it, they sensed this aura of extraordinary respect
that now began to surround the five old monks and seemed to radiate out from them and
permeate the atmosphere of the place. There was something strangely attractive, even
compelling, about it. Hardly knowing why, they began to come back to the monastery more
frequently to picnic, to play, to pray. They began to bring their friends to show them this
special place. And their friends brought their friends.

Then it happened that some of the younger men who came to visit the monastery
started to talk more and more with the old monks. After a while one asked if he could join
them. Then another. And another. So within a few years the monastery once again became
a thriving order and, thanks to the Rabbi's gift, a vibrant center of light and spirituality in
the realm.
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

I wish to order a poinsettia plant(s) for the Christmas season.  The money or
check (made out to St. Paul Altar Guild) is enclosed.  Deadline for
ordering is December 11th.

PLEASE PLACE ENVELOPE IN THE BOX ACROSS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE.
Name as you wish it to appear in the bulletin

_____________________________________________________Phone________________
PLANTS - $12.00 each I WISH THE BULLETIN TO READ:

_______ Red Blooms ____To the Glory of God

_______White Blooms   ____In Memory of ______________________________________

____In Honor of   _______________________________________

Plants may be picked up after the 8:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve, after service on
Christmas Day or during the week from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. daily when the church is open.
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COUNCIL CORNER

Fellow members of St. Paul,

As we move into fall, it is time to think of our annual meeting. The meeting will be
held on November 20th, immediately following Sunday Service. We will be voting on the
budget for 2023 and voting on a new slate of council members. Please plan on joining us
then.

On a sad note, our Treasurer and Bookkeeper, Lynnette Ozanich, has decided to
resign her position as both effective January 31st 2023. Lynnette has served St. Paul as
bookkeeper for over 25 years.  We ask you all to join us in thanking Lynnette for her
service. With this in mind, we will be looking for a new bookkeeper and will need a new
treasurer. If you are someone, or know someone so inclined, please reach out to the
church office and let them know.

Thank you for your continued support of St. Paul and feel free to reach out to any
member of council with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Jon Montag

Council Members: Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Lisa Nelson-Firing, Dennis Mille, Jon Montag, Phil
Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.

Members of Alpha Sigma Phi Fraternity who assisted with cleanup October 8th
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE

This last month has provided us with a couple of success stories for a
change.   First, our boilers were cleaned and inspected by Stack Heating
and Cooling and then the following week the inspector from Hartford Boiler
stopped and inspected not only the boilers but the surrounding room and

utility connections to insure that the boilers were not only operating properly, but that they
were operating in a safe manner and location.  The inspector was pleased with all aspects
of the inspection visit and will make both the State of Ohio and our insurance company
pleased.

We are continuing to search for a good used commercial refrigerator to replace the failed
unit. Repairing the existing unit would be nearly half the cost of purchasing a new unit.

If you notice, the lighting in the Preschool classrooms and the hallway outside are brighter
and ‘cheerier’ than just a couple of weeks ago.  The temperamental fluorescent tubes in all
the light fixtures in these areas were replaced with new LED tubes. Not only do the LED
tubes last much longer than the fluorescent tubes, but they produce the same light for ½ of
the energy. The LED tubes are also unaffected by the surrounding environment.

On October 8th, members of the Alpha Sigma Phi fraternity at Baldwin Wallace University
were at St. Paul, along with master mower Jon Williams,  Linda and Jim Jungeberg, and Meg
Montag assisting in cleanup of the courtyard, trimming some shrubs, and finishing some
improvements in the appearance of the church outside.  Many thanks to those involved for
their hard work.

The usual monthly reminder:  When the major repairs and replacement of parts of St. Paul
was built into the budget almost nine years ago now, the congregation was advised that a
7% increase in giving would be able to support that plan.  The congregation has been
faithful to their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul to make several improvements
that have reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In last
November's congregational meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving
has decreased about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue
with the annual repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be
able to do to help offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary
repairs and replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.

Jim Jungeberg

Committee Members – Dennis Mille (liaison to council), Bill Goette, Ruth Hamilton, Scott Harkema, Diane
Mille, Dave Navy, Linda Jungeberg
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE

How do we make our worship service more
inviting for young families? This question has
been on the mind of the committee for some
time and the lack of use of the side loft has
given us the opportunity to try something
different. A section of the side loft is now being
converted to a young child’s/parent’s area to be
used during worship services. Select items
from the nursery room and classrooms are
being moved into this area to provide a space
for young families to participate in worship
while at the same time allowing young ones the

opportunity to color and quietly play under their parents direct supervision. A rocking chair
has also been placed in this space allowing children to be comforted without the parents
having to remove themselves from the service. If they do need to leave the service, the
door is immediately adjacent to the space allowing the parents a convenient exit.

Christmas is right around the corner, so mark your
calendars for our service times:

Christmas Eve - 8 p.m.

Christmas Day - 10 a.m.

Committee Members - Dale Hukill, Dean Firing, Judy Stintson, Cindy Cain, Lynn Mallinak, Linda Jungeberg,
Marlyn Niksa, Phil Sulton, Wes Hansen
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Christian education & outreach

Origins of Halloween/All Saints
Temple Talk by Corinne Bozin-Grizzell 10/23/22

Once Fall is in the air across the U.S., department stores will entice consumers with
discounts on costumes and candy. There are jack- o-lanterns and bobbing for apples at
holiday parties, hayrides, hot apple cider, and gathering around bonfires with friends. Then
on 31st of October, kids dressed in costumes will go door-to-door to trick-or-treat for
candy. Some churches will host "trunk-or-treat," where children visit the church parking lot
in their costumes to get candy and perhaps learn about the church.

October 31 actually begins a three-day observance and celebration of Allhallowtide, a
combination of Halloween, All Saints Day and All Souls Day. Where did these holidays come
from? Is there a difference between them?

According to dictionary.com, the word "Halloween" is a "direct derivative of All Saints
Day" with "All Hallows" in Old English meaning "the feast of the saints." To hallow is "to
make holy or sacred, to sanctify or consecrate, to venerate." The adjective hallowed, as
used in The Lord's Prayer, means holy, consecrated, sacred, or revered. The noun hallow,
as used in Hallowtide, is a synonym of the word saint. So, there are some differences
between Halloween, All Saints Day and All Souls Day, however they are tied together.

All Saints Day is also known as All Hallows Day, Hallowmas or Feast of All Saints in
the Christian Church. November 1 commemorates all the saints in the church both known
and unknown who have attained heaven. So let's dive into the differences between All
Hallow's Eve, All Saints Day, and All Souls Day.

Though the original roots of All Hallow’s Eve aren't certain, it has been traced back to
the countries of Ireland, Britain, and France. The Celts of Ireland, Britain and France divided
their year in halves: the light half consisted of the Spring and Summer months when the
days were longer and the nights were shorter. The dark half was the opposite. It consisted
of the Fall and Winter months with longer, colder nights and shorter days. To mark the end
of Summer, the Celts held a harvest festival known as Samhain steeped in superstition and
fear of evil. It is celebrated on the 31st of October beginning at sunset and ending at sunset
on November 1.

This ancient Celtic pagan harvest festival Samhain was also associated with death.
The Druids built bonfires in order for the people to make sacrifices of crops and animals.
Those who participated in the festival would dance around a bonfire. Some of the dances
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were a representation of the circle of life and death. The Celts also believed that on the
night before the new year, the boundary between the worlds of the dead and living became
blurred. It was believed that fairies and ghosts of the dead could freely return to earth. It
was believed these spirits could hide livestock, haunt the living and destroy their crops. For
this reason, they concealed their real identities from the spirits through the use of
costumes made from animal skins and heads.

Following the Roman conquest of Britain, British Celts adopted the Julian calendar
and fixed the date of Samhain’s observance to November 1.

The holiday was Christianized as Halloween by the early church. Over time, it has
evolved into a day of activities like making jack- o-lanterns from pumpkins, bobbing for
apples, trick-or-treating and other festivities. In other countries as well as in Catholicism,
one attends church services. Some Christians also abstain from meat, eating vegetarian
foods including potato pancakes, apples and soul cakes.

Eventually, Pope Gregory III changed the date to November 1 during the dedication
of St. Peter's Basilica to “all saints,” in an effort to combat pagan worship.

November 1 became All Saints Day, otherwise known as All Hallow’s Day. Christians
would come together on this day to ask for God’s protection from evil in the world as well
as blessings. Patrons would dress up in costumes of evil spirits or saints in order to depict
the battle between good and evil.

All Souls Day commemorates the faithful departed. This day is observed in the
Catholic Church as well as the Eastern Orthodox churches. Roman Catholics believe that
the souls of the faithful who at death have not been cleansed from their sins and
punishment could not attain heaven and are instead sent to purgatory. It was believed, in
the Catholic Faith, that these trapped souls could be helped by prayer. They could then be
cleansed of their sins and receive full sanctification to gain entrance to heaven. The custom
of setting apart this day for intercession was established by Saint Odilio of Cluny. This
practice then spread throughout Europe and eventually to the Western Church.

As Christianity spread throughout the world, pagan holidays were either
Christianized or forgotten. Samhain was absorbed into Halloween. Costumes and gifts and
bobbing for apples were preserved, and incorporated into the new holiday. They remain a
part of Halloween to this day, many centuries later.

So while some people may frown upon the celebration of Halloween as we know it
today, it is rooted in our Christian faith.

Source: Christianity.com
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Sheep and Goats

LMM Community Re-Entry

Community Re-Entry, a program/branch of Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry (LMM) was
restructured as the founding Executive Director, Charles See retired. Individuals formerly
incarcerated and their families continue to receive services from LMM’s Workforce
Development (WD) and Health & Wellness (H&S) branches.

WD provides case management, job readiness, job placement, on the job training and
culinary arts instructions. Services are provided to individuals formerly and presently
incarcerated. During the pandemic, the ladies who are incarcerated at the North East
Rehabilitation Center continue to receive instructions remotely. Job training and experience
are gained by working in our Central Kitchen, which provide thousands of meals to
homeless shelters in the area weekly.

There will once again be a Community Re-Entry Christmas Party for which volunteers would
be greatly appreciated. Date has not been set yet. Watch announcements for further
details.
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In case you missed it, listen to the St. Paul Choir sing the most beautiful song and prayer for
the children of our congregation, and everywhere. The lyrics are printed below and can be
used for personal prayer.       Submitted by Chris Hall with contribution from Dale Hukill

https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxyTAiKV8ARI_gBgb_5_NtWRbF4W-EmHl1

For All the Children Words and Music by David Lohman

 1. God, we gather as your people
to raise our song above,

and we dare to claim the promise of Your love.
Though the day may not yet be here,

we trust it soon will be
when your children will be free.

REFRAIN
Oh, may our hearts and minds be opened,

fling the church doors open wide.
May there be room enough for everyone inside.

For in God there is a welcome,
in God we all belong.

May that welcome be our song.

2. Oh, we sing for all the children,
that one day they be free;

and we sing for generations yet to be,
that they never have a reason
to doubt that they are blessed.

May they, in your love, find rest.
<REFRAIN>

 
3. Oh, we pray for all the young lives

cut short by fear and shame,
so afraid of who they are and whom they love.

May the message now be banished
that Your love is for the few;
may their faith in You renew.

 <REFRAIN>
 

4. God, we're working for the future continued next page
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when children far and wide
can live their lives with dignity and pride.

As they grow in strength and stature,
may they join us hand in hand,

as against all hate we stand.
 

© 2007 David Lohman Music
To learn more about this amazing Composer https://www.davidlohmanmusic.com/david

All Saints Sunday-November 6th
This year we remember

Bob Antl, Adam Hetzel, Dick Krisher,
Wallace Crawford, Sr., Patricia Luster,

Floyd Putman, David Sander,
Shirley Bendik, Marlene Smith,

Anna Rasmussen, Marian Folan, Russell Rosenau,
Eric Prestegaard, Audrey Weiss, Donald Lesko,

Janet Angus, David Hathaway,
Raymond Migra, Margaret Leverenz, Dona Hall

Redeemer Crisis Center

We bag groceries for Thanksgiving meal on Nov 17th and for Christmas dinner
on Dec 14th.

Both dates are at 7 pm.  We are usually done by 8:30 pm.  If you want to carpool,
we meet at Panera in Middleburg Hts between 5:30 and 6:00 pm.  Please contact

Barb Spatz at 440-829-8704 if you want to help on either or both dates or need more
information.
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Coat Drive

FALL COAT AND SWEATSHIRT DRIVE – The Monday Night
at Mike’s Men’s Group is sponsoring its 2nd Annual Coat
and Sweatshirt (plus sweaters,  hoodies, and flannel
shirts) Drive to benefit the Men’s Shelter at 2100 Lakeside
Avenue in Cleveland.  You can either bring the
coats/sweatshirts to the Office at St Paul or you can
contact Wes Hansen at 216-789-1809 for pick up.  We plan
to deliver the coats and sweatshirts to the Shelter the
Monday before Thanksgiving.

Jesus has commanded us to not just believe but to DO.
Thanks to your generosity, last year we were able to deliver more than 50 coats,
sweatshirts, and hoodies to the men at the Shelter, and this year we want to top that
number.  Help us reach out and bring some warmth to these men in need.

Monday Night at Mike’s Group serving at Men’s Shelter
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Financials
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Food Donations for
Others

“NONPERISHABLE” items may be placed
in our Food Box outside Door #2 at any

time of the day or night.

“PERISHABLE” items may be taken
directly to the Berea Community

Outreach Food Pantry at:
535 Wyleswood Dr, Berea

Please call Natalie at

440-826-5800 X 4401 for hours

You are making a difference in the daily
lives of others.

Community Meal
NOW TWICE A MONTH!

Free Community Meal
available Wednesday

November 9th and 30th
From 5-6pm-Drive up/Take out from

Door #2 here at St. Paul

Berea Senior
Luncheon

Tuesday November 8th
at noon the Senior

Luncheon will be held at
St. Paul Fellowship Hall.

Cost $5.00

Contact the
Berea Community Outreach

“Active  Senior  Network”
for reservations
at  440 891-3316

Watch  for information
About the giving tree
And Gifting Catalog!

Official acts
Wedding

10/1 Kelly Antl and Robert Morley
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD

BEREA, OHIO  44017

440-243-1144

www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

November 6th Annual Meeting
Nov 20th - 11:00am

The Annual Congregational Meeting will
be November 20th immediately following
the 10:00am worship service.

Please make every effort to be there.  As
always there are important matters to
discuss.  Thank you.
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