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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
May 1- May Day
May 7-Group trip to Apollo’s Fire
May 8- Mother’s Day
May 30-Memorial Day
DATE

TIME

ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS

ALTAR GUILD

AUDIO/VIDEO

USHERS/
GREETERS

5/1

10:00

Liz
Wittmann

Members of
New Day Singers
and New Song

Nancy
Thompson
Barb Daniels

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 1st

5/8

10:00

Taffy
Pavlick

Members of
New Day Singers
and New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 2nd

5/15

10:00

Cindy Cain

Members of
New Day Singers
and New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 3rd

5/22

10:00

Dean
Firing

Members of
New Day Singers
and New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 4th

5/29

10:00

TBD

Members of
New Day Singers
and New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 2nd

May Special Dates
Do you have a special occasion in June?
Send information to the Officestaff@stpaulberea.org email by
the third Friday of the month to have your occasion appear
here in next month’s Highlights!
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Church Is a Celebration of LIfe
“The less dependent we are on a building for an hour on Sunday to replicate the transcendent
encounter we have as we live through this life, the more we are able to understand the world as
sacred, to embrace the truth that the place where we stand is always holy ground—that we are
forever in the thin places if we pay attention.”
-John Pavlovitz, internet “pastor” and strident critic of all things Christian
(my description, not his)
Well, John isn’t exactly wrong.
But let me offer a few counterpoints.
Birthdays. Baptisms. Confirmations. Graduations. Engagements. Weddings.
Christmas. Easter. Funerals. And Sunday mornings.
None of these things make life less special. All of them are transcendent moments that clue
us in to just how special all of life really is. We wouldn't really want to give up all of those
celebrations and observations. That wouldn't make life more special, but less. These
punctiliar moments don't subtract from life. They add to it. They highlight its importance.
A birthday celebration isn't about ignoring life.
It's a celebration of life.
A wedding isn't just about a dress and a cake.
It's about a union of a couple for life.
A funeral isn't an escape from death.
It's an acknowledgement of life, its fleeting nature, and a call to live now.
And Sunday morning church isn't a retreat.
It's a reminder, a resource, and a well of reformation.
It is a regenerative moment that propels the faithful out into the world
to fully embrace it.
Building for these "hours" isn't about focusing on some kind of ethereal transcendent
encounter that lifts us out of life. Rather, the care that we show these moments is a model
of the care we strive to show every moment.
A wedding is special because a marriage is special.
And we crown that marriage with a party, and a dress, and a cake.
A birthday is special because a life is special.
And we celebrate on a given day because we want to celebrate that person's life.
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And Sunday morning church (or whatever other day and time you choose) is special
because all of this world is special, and everyone in it. We take an hour every week not to
escape from that fact, but to acknowledge it, and positively celebrate it.
Doing away with the celebratory moments and special observances in our lives will not
make life more full. It will empty it.
Pavlovitz is literally telling you not to party.
What a buzz kill.
Ironically, if you actually followed his advice, you wouldn't read his articles. After all, what’s
so special about his words? Won't setting those words apart to contemplate them cause
you to neglect all the other words out there, and with them, the entirety of God's good
creation? I mean, you wouldn't want to get lost in his transcendent words and miss out on
life now, would you?
But of course that's nonsense. We set certain things apart, not because the world is
unimportant. But because it is important.
The church hour isn't an escape that we should do away with. (Although if bruised people
need a bit of an escape, what exactly is so wrong with that? Have you never gone to a
concert, or watched a movie, or meditated for a moment? Come on.) The Church hour is
one of the few places that people gather to intentionally talk, sing, and think about the
things that matter most in this world, and to positively celebrate them. (weekly even!) In
some traditions, the pastor is called the celebrant, for God's sake. The Church hour is a
celebration of life.
Do you really want to miss out on the celebration of life?
I certainly don’t.
See you next Sunday at church.
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Choir News

The choir will be taking a field trip to Severance Hall on Saturday May 7th to hear
Cleveland’s Grammy winning orchestra, Apollo’s Fire. Our bass, Loren, has made
arrangements for group tickets at a reduced price of $25. If you are interested in joining us,
please see Dale or contact the church office for more information to sign up.
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SAVE THE DATE!
Please save the date for a Festival Eucharist service celebrating the anniversaries of
ordained women in the ELCA. Given the original service scheduled for 2020 was canceled,
we are now calling it the "52-42-12."
This special service will celebrate:
● The 52nd anniversary of the first ordained woman
● The 42nd anniversary of the first ordained woman of color
● The 12th anniversary of the ELCA's decision to ordain people in committed
same-gender relationships

WHEN & WHERE?
Friday, May 13, 2022
7pm
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
50 N Prospect St, Akron, OH 44304
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Things have begun to happen at St. Paul’s in spite of the frequent rains. If you
visit the cemetery you will find that we have added a turn-around parking area to
the cemetery. The asphalt chips to do the work were provided free of charge by
Surface Engineering Paving company from work they are doing at the Browns
training center. Jon Williams, who does the mowing for St. Paul’s both at the church and
the cemetery, is doing the excavating. You will likely notice that several of the low spots in
the cemetery will be leveled with dirt removed where the parking area was constructed.
When the ground becomes dry enough to support heavier equipment in the church
cemetery, we plan to rework the poor cemetery drainage responsible for the settling and
tipping of stones that is occurring. We plan to remove the dead trees from the South end
of the cemetery and re-excavate the drainage ditch along the property line to promote
drainage to the sewer opening down at the southeast corner of the property. We also
hope to restore the drainage ditch at the back of the cemetery by the railroad tracks to
prevent water from standing at the top of the hill and then soaking the ground as it tries to
flow downhill toward Eastland road. With the help of Dennis Mille, we have also been
consulting with the manager of Woodvale Cemetery, Joe Giamo, as to the restoration of the
turf and gravesites in the cemetery. Joe also informed us of a grant that may be available
for the restoration of old cemetery sites. This grant is being pursued.
While Mr. Williams had the excavating equipment, he used it to remove several of
the over-grown shrubs around the church. The shrubs will be replaced with smaller
shrubs and the bed areas around them redone like the west side of the Sanctuary.
The church parking lot surface has been inspected by Surface Engineering, and a
plan for replacement of a section of the pavement has been received. We are working with
Surface Engineering now to insure that what is currently being proposed will be part of a
multi-year plan that fits in St. Paul’s 15-year plan.
With the tremendous increase in the community use of St. Paul’s building, it has
become apparent that we need to re-evaluate the amount of custodial care being invested
in keeping the building clean and welcoming. The Property Committee will update the
detailed custodial job description to include the new areas and frequency of use before
soliciting bids for a custodial contract for the building.
The usual monthly reminder: When the major repairs and replacement of parts of
St. Paul’s was built into the budget 8 years ago, the congregation was advised that a 7%
increase in giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been faithful to
their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul’s to make several improvements that have
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reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In the November
congregation meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has decreased
about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue with the annual
repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help
offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.
Jim Jungeberg

COUNCIL CORNER

Fellow members of St Paul,
A belated Happy Easter to all. A special thank you goes out to the Grizzell family for
hosting, what we hope, is the 1st annual Easter Egg Hunt. This event was a great success. I
understand all who attended really enjoyed this event.
The Sunday morning class “How Lutherans Interpret the Bible” has wrapped up. In order to
reach a larger audience at St Paul, we will be looking to offer this class over the summer,
possibly asking members to host the class in their homes. We will be gauging the level of
interest in the upcoming weeks.
A new Sunday morning study will begin May 1st. It is called “Romans: The Gospel according
to Paul”. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” Romans 3:23. Interested in
learning about the book of Romans, one of Paul’s greatest works, then join us at 8:45 a.m.
in Room K beginning May 1st for a study by Rev. Adam Hamilton, Author and Pastor in
Kansas City. The Mondays at Mike’s Mens group recently completed this study, and
everyone enjoyed the class.
As usual, if you have a question or concern, please reach out to a member of council.
We thank you for your continued support of St Paul.
Jon Montag
Council Members: Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Lisa Nelson-Firing, Dennis Mille, Jon Montag, Phil
Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Kid's Club
The month of May is a great chance to try Kid's Club if you haven't already. Please join us at
10:00 am as we join together for a session to learn about Jesus and get your ideas for next
year's Kid's Club.

Our Monthly Bags
Please check your door knobs as we continue our bags for the month of May.

VBS
Getting ready for our exciting Vacation Bible School.
June 20 - June 24
9:30 to 12:15
A Berea Church event.
Churches participating
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Berea United Methodist Church
170 Seminary Street
Christ United Church
Heritage Congregational Church
"Many Churches, One Message: God Loves You Just The Way You Are"
Children@stpaulberea.org
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A Huge Thank You to the Grizzell Family for
organizing the Easter Egg Hunt April 16th!

ST. PAUL BEREA | 10

May 2022

VOLUME 71 ISSUE 05

Financials Not Available at time of printing
Create a beautiful picture for your Mother!

ST. PAUL BEREA | 11

May 2022

VOLUME 71 ISSUE 05

Our Floral Cross got a new coat of paint and
looked lovely decked out in geraniums for Easter!

Cross was made by Harry Parker circa the late 1980’s
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Sheep and Goats

Habitat for Humanity
Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity was founded in 1987 by a group of dedicated
volunteers who shared a vision to revitalize Cuyahoga County neighborhoods and help
local hard-working, low-income families help themselves create strength, stability, and
self-reliance. Cleveland Habitat is dedicated to eliminating substandard housing locally
and worldwide through constructing, rehabilitating, and preserving homes; by advocating
for fair and just housing policies; and by providing training and access to resources to
help families improve their living conditions.
As part of a global, nonprofit housing organization operated on Christian principles that
seeks to put God’s love into action by building homes, communities, and hope,
Cleveland Habitat is one of 1,400 local affiliates across the nation of Habitat for
Humanity International and is the largest and most productive affiliate in Ohio.
By the end of 2019, we will have completed 300 decent and affordable homes in one of
the most distressed urban areas in the United States. To date, 275 families (1000
children and adults) earning between 30-80% of the area median income, have
demonstrated a willingness to partner with Cleveland Habitat by investing sweat equity
into the construction or rehabilitation of our homes, participating in required homeowner
education classes, and signing a mortgage.

Our Vision:
A world where everyone has a decent place to live.

Our Mission:
Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings people together to
build homes, communities and hope.
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The Monday Night at Mike’s Men’s Group wants to help!

Jesus didn’t just say to BELIEVE IN HIM, Jesus said to FOLLOW HIM. And that means
that each of us should love and freely serve others with His help. The “Monday Night at
Mike’s” men’s group wants to do just that for the members and families of St Paul Lutheran
Church Berea. Do you need help with something that needs to be repaired, built, moved,
disposed of, or cleaned up? Is it beyond your current ability to handle it yourself? If so,
please contact the church office (Sherrill or Dean) at 440-243-1144 or Wes Hansen at
216-789-1809, and we’ll see if we can help.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Pentecost Geraniums!
If you would like to help make the sanctuary
a sea of red for Pentecost you can order
Geraniums through the Altar Guild.
Name______________________________________
Number of plants @ $8.50 each __________________
Last day to order is May 22nd.
You may pick up your plants after the service on June 5th.
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Monthly Collection
For Berea Community
Outreach
PERISHABLE ITEMS
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO DONATE ITEMS FOR
THE FOOD BANK, PLEASE TAKE THEM
DIRECTLY TO THE FOODBANK AT
535 WYLESWOOD DRIVE, BEREA.
PLEASE CALL NATALIE AT
440-826-5800 X 4401 FOR HOURS

Active Senior Network

Tuesday May10th at noon
the Senior Luncheon will
be held at St. Paul Lutheran Church
Cost $5.00
Contact the
“Active Senior Network”
for reservations
at 440 891-3316

NONPERISHABLE ITEMS MAY BE PLACED
IN OUR BOX BY DOOR #2

NOW TWICE A MONTH!
Free Community Meal available
Wednesday May 11th and 25th
From 5-6pm-Drive up/Take out

Memorials

Funeral
4/29-Donald Lesko
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD
BEREA, OHIO 44017
440-243-1144
www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

____________________________________
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