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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
April 3rd-Last Day to Order Easter Flowers
April 10th-15th-Holy Week
April 15th- Passover begins at Sundown
April 17th-Easter Sunday
April 27th-Administrative Professionals Day
DATE

TIME

ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS

ALTAR GUILD

AUDIO/VIDEO

USHERS/
GREETERS

4/3

10:00

Meg
Montag

Members of
New Day Singers
and New Song

Randy & Beth
French

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 1st

4/6

7:00pm

Members of
New Day Singers
and New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 3rd

4/10

10:00
Palm
Sunday

Members of
New Day Singers
and New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 2nd

4/14

7:00pm
Maundy
Thursday

Members of
New Day Singers
and New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 4th

4/15

7:00 pm
Good
Friday

Members of
New Day Singers
and New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 1st

4/17

10:00
Easter

Jon
Montag

Members of
New Day Singers
and New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 3rd

4/24

10;00

Sherrill
Crawford

Members of
New Day Singers
and New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 4th

Mike King

April Special Dates
Do you have a special occasion in May?
Send information to the Officestaff@stpaulberea.org email by
the third Friday of the month to have your occasion appear
here in next month’s Highlights!
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Easter Isn’t a Proof.
It’s a Challenge
Daniel Skillman

Easter isn’t a proof.
Not of Jesus’ divinity.
Not of life after death.
Not of the truth of Christianity.
Easter is not a proof.
Easter is an assertion, an invitation, and a challenge.
The assertion is that you are worthy of love.
Whatever your faults.
Whatever your past.
Whatever your station in life.
You are worthy of love.
There is new life after failure.
There is new life after a foul up.
There is new life after The Fall.
Your worst moment doesn’t define you.
You are worthy of love, today, and always.
The invitation is to accept that this assertion is true, even if it can never be proven.
It can’t be proven because love must always be unconditional.
If it’s not unconditional, it’s not love, it’s something else.
Therefore, the assertion that “Everyone is worthy of love,” can never be proven,
because in the strictest sense, questions of worth never enter into the
equation.
To say that someone is “worthy” of love is merely a figure of speech.
It’s about the way that English works…and sometimes doesn’t work.
The point is that love is an unconditional good, and as such, no proof can be given
for it.
The “proof” of love, if you want to call it a proof, is only in the act itself.
Finally, the challenge is to live the assertion of the resurrection out.
First, live it out with respect to your own life.
Love yourself.
Forgive yourself for your past.
And look to the future, with an eye toward a renewed life.
Second, live it out with respect to others.
Love your neighbor, your family, your friends, and even your enemies.
Forgive those who have wronged you.
And allow them space to start over, too.
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Choir News

The choir will be taking a field trip to Severance Hall on Saturday May 7th to hear
Cleveland’s Grammy winning orchestra, Apollo’s Fire. Our bass, Loren, has made
arrangements for group tickets at a reduced price of $25. If you are interested in joining us,
please see Dale or contact the church office for more information to sign up.
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Financials
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Worship Opportunities
During this Lenten Season Leading to Easter
Midweek Lenten Services
This Wednesday service is modeled after Evangelical Lutheran Worship’s Evening Prayer
“Vespers”. The service will begin with the Service of Light, reading of a Lesson, the Litany,
time for silent meditation, and a brief devotional as the sermon.
6 April

7pm

Holy Week
These services commemorate Jesus’ humble entry into Jerusalem to observe Passover
(Palm Sunday). Maundy Thursday marks Jesus’ institution at the Last Supper of the
Eucharist, Good Friday commemorates Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross. Easter
Sunday is the celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection.
10 April
14 April
15 April
17 April

10am
7pm
7pm
10am

Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter
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SAVE THE DATE!
Please save the date for a Festival Eucharist service celebrating the anniversaries of
ordained women in the ELCA. Given the original service scheduled for 2020 was canceled,
we are now calling it the "52-42-12."
This special service will celebrate:
● The 52nd anniversary of the first ordained woman
● The 42nd anniversary of the first ordained woman of color
● The 12th anniversary of the ELCA's decision to ordain people in committed
same-gender relationships

WHEN & WHERE?
Friday, May 13, 2022
7pm
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
50 N Prospect St, Akron, OH 44304
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Save the Date: Annual Charles R. See Forum on
Reentry

The 2022 Charles R. See Forum on Reentry will feature Ms. Susan Burton, the founder of
Los Angeles-based A New Way of Life (ANWOL). ANWOL works to break the cycle of
incarceration by providing housing, case management, employment, legal services,
leadership development and community organization on behalf of, and along with people
who struggle to rebuild their lives after incarceration. Ms. Burton is an advocate, activist,
and author of Becoming Ms. Burton where she shares her own experiences with addiction,
incarceration, and trauma.
The Charles R. See Forum on Reentry, will take place on Friday, April 29, 2022 at 11:30AM at the
City Club of Cleveland. The forum honors See’s 44 years at LMM by bringing attention to current
issues in the field of criminal justice. Tickets will go on sale soon. The forum will also be
broadcast starting at 12:00PM on www.cityclub.org and WKSU 89.7.
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE

As spring weather approaches, the Property Committee has some major projects
to continue with and to investigate. When the ground becomes dry enough to
support heavier equipment in the church cemetery, we plan to rework the poor
cemetery drainage responsible for the settling and tipping of stones that is
occurring. We plan to remove the dead trees from the South end of the cemetery and
re-excavate the drainage ditch along the property line to promote drainage to the sewer
opening down at the southeast corner of the property. We also hope to restore the
drainage ditch at the back of the cemetery by the railroad tracks to prevent water from
standing at the top of the hill and then soaking the ground as it tries to flow downhill
toward Eastland road. With the help of Dennis Mille, we have also been consulting with the
manager of Woodvale Cemetery, Joe Giamo, as to the restoration of the turf and gravesites
in the cemetery. Joe also informed us of a grant that may be available for the restoration of
old cemetery sites. This grant will be pursued.
We will also be inspecting the parking lot surface (after the rain washes away the salt
and winter dirt) to determine what kind of repair or resealing is required to extend the life
of the pavement as long as possible. We know that at a minimum we will have to reseal
and repaint the aisles. We will be evaluating the options with the aid of contractors and
provide a recommendation as soon as possible so scheduling around building usage and
school is feasible.
The Sanctuary Heating system has again been an expensive problem. The drive
motor for the air handler had bearings making noise indicating the bearings are not far
from failure. Cost to rebuild the motor was more than half the cost of a brand new USA
made motor, so the decision was made to buy a new motor and avoid any “no heat” time,
and then the Property Committee handymen will replace the bearings in the old motor so it
will be ready as a spare when needed. The required bearings have been purchased for less
than $40.
With the tremendous increase in the community use of St. Paul’s building, it has
become apparent that we need to re-evaluate the amount of custodial care being invested
in keeping the building clean and welcoming. The Property Committee will update the
detailed custodial job description to include the new areas and frequency of use before
soliciting bids for a custodial contract for the building.
The 15 Year plan will be reviewed in detail when we have a clear description of the
potential care required by the parking lot. As always, the church council will be involved
with the development of the plan and the sequence of the priorities, and plans for financial
support.
The usual monthly reminder: When the major repairs and replacement of parts of St.
Paul’s was built into the budget 8 years ago, the congregation was advised that a 7%
increase in giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been faithful to
their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul’s to make several improvements that have
reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In the November
congregation meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has decreased
about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue with the annual
repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help
offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.
Jim Jungeberg
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL NEWS
Vacation Bible School is coming soon! Read all about it. You won’t want to miss it. Vacation
Bible School has a new twist this year. VBS will be held on June 20 through June 24 at 9:15
am until 12:15 pm. The new twist will be that it will be a Berea Community VBS. We will be
meeting with three other churches. It will be a great way to meet new friends. On Monday
through Thursday we will be meeting at the Berea Methodist Church. On Friday we will be
having a picnic here in the St. Paul parking lot. Further details will be coming. A donation
of $25.00 with a $40.00 cap donation for families. This donation is optional. We just want
you there. Our VBS will include an opening and closing, crafts, games, Bible stories, and
snacks. We will be exploring Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood. Sign up will begin on March 28 on
the VBS bulletin board. Both teens and adults volunteers are also needed. Hope to see you
there!

KID’S CLUB
Remember…..no Kid’s Club on April 17th.
Children@stpaulberea.org
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/community-easter-egg-hunt-tickets-306985490867
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Easter Breakfast
8:30 am in the Fellowship hall.
Please bring a breakfast casserole to share.
Please sign up so we know how many plan on attending
The Sign-Up Sheet is on the bulletin board outside the Parlor.
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Praying the Scriptures for the Life, Ministry and
Mission of our Beloved St. Paul Lutheran Church
Isaiah 58:9-12 NRSV

Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
St. Paul, Berea: In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
St. Paul, Berea: We repent, Lord, and humbly ask you to remove the plank(s) from our eyes.
if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
St. Paul, Berea: Lord, we ask that you bless our Community Meal, Brown Box food pantry,
Sheeps and Goats program, Kid’s Club, and our full and total ministry. We pray that these may
be found acceptable in your sight.
The Lord will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
St. Paul, Berea: Lord, we are grateful for our long history and ministry; where we came from,
where we are now and where we are going. Give us wisdom and strength to follow in the
footsteps of the Saints that have gone before us. Show us how to be both salt and light in our
broken and fallen world. Open our eyes and our hearts and give us vision for doing your word
today, tomorrow and always.
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.
St. Paul, Berea: Yes, Lord, with the Spirit, Thy Kingdom Come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. May it be so, Lord, in our church, community and the world. And, when it is all said and
done, we long to hear your words spoken over us, “Well done, good and faithful servant”.
Amen.
Submitted by Chris Hall
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What is Our Identity?

ELCA Teaching
The ELCA confesses the Triune God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We proclaim Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior. In our preaching and teaching the ELCA trusts the Gospel as the power
of God for the salvation of all who believe.
ELCA teaching or theology serves the proclamation and ministry of this faith. It does not
have an answer for all questions, not even all religious questions. Teaching or theology
prepares members to be witnesses in speech and in action of God’s rich mercy in Jesus
Christ.
Scriptures, Creeds and Confessions: The ELCA’s official Confession of Faith identifies the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments (commonly called the Bible); the Apostles’,
Nicene and Athanasian Creeds; and the Lutheran confessional writings in the Book of
Concord as the basis for our teaching. ELCA congregations make the same affirmation in
their governing documents, and ELCA pastors and deacons promise to carry out their
ministry in accordance with these teaching sources. This Confession of Faith is more than
just words in an official document. Every Sunday in worship, ELCA congregations hear God’s
word from the Scriptures, pray as Jesus taught and come to the Lord’s Table expecting to
receive the mercies that the Triune God promises. Throughout the week ELCA members
continue to live by faith, serving others freely and generously in all that they do because
they trust God’s promise in the Gospel. In small groups and at sick beds, in private
devotions and in daily work, this faith saturates all of life.
Teaching for a life of faith: This connection to all of life is the clearest demonstration of
the authority that the canonical Scriptures, the ecumenical Creeds and the Lutheran
Confessions have in the ELCA. The Holy Spirit uses these witnesses to create, strengthen
and sustain faith in Jesus Christ and the life we have in him. That life-giving work continues
every day, as Martin Luther explained in the Small Catechism: the Holy Spirit “calls, gathers,
enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth and preserves it in union with
Jesus Christ in the one true faith.”
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Sheep and Goats

St. Paul VBS (Berea Neighborhood)

This year, St. Paul is joining with several other churches to have a community Vacation Bible
School. It will be themed like a visit to the neighborhood (Mr. Roger’s) and the main portion
of the week will be held at the United Methodist Church of Berea. On the last day the plan
is to have a Lolly the Trolley take the kids to each of the participating churches for a stop
and then finish at St. Paul for our traditional picnic.
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The Pancreatic Cancer Network is looking for volunteers to help with their biggest
fundraising event PurpleStride on Saturday, April 30th at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
from 7:30-10 a.m.
If anyone has skills with face painting and would like to help in the Play Zone area that
would be awesome also!

Trish Jacobs
Event Day Volunteer Chair
PurpleStride 2019 Cleveland
www.pancan.org
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The Monday Night at Mike’s Men’s Group wants to help!

Jesus didn’t just say to BELIEVE IN HIM, Jesus said to FOLLOW HIM. And that means
that each of us should love and freely serve others with His help. The “Monday Night at
Mike’s” men’s group wants to do just that for the members and families of St Paul Lutheran
Church Berea. Do you need help with something that needs to be repaired, built, moved,
disposed of, or cleaned up? Is it beyond your current ability to handle it yourself? If so,
please contact the church office (Sherrill or Dean) at 440-243-1144 or Wes Hansen at
216-789-1809, and we’ll see if we can help.
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Monthly Collection
For Berea Community
Outreach
PERISHABLE ITEMS
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO DONATE ITEMS FOR
THE FOOD BANK, PLEASE TAKE THEM
DIRECTLY TO THE FOODBANK AT
535 WYLESWOOD DRIVE, BEREA.
PLEASE CALL NATALIE AT
440-826-5800 X 4401 FOR HOURS

Active Senior Network

Tuesday April 12th at noon
the Senior Luncheon will
be held at St. Paul Lutheran Church
Cost $5.00
Contact the
“Active Senior Network”
for reservations
at 440 891-3316

NONPERISHABLE ITEMS MAY BE PLACED
IN OUR BOX BY DOOR #2

NOW TWICE A MONTH!
Free Community Meal available
Wednesday April 13th and 27th
From 5-6pm-Drive up/Take out

Memorials
Donald Lesko
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Hrabik
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD
BEREA, OHIO 44017
440-243-1144
www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

____________________________________
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