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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
June 6th-D-Day

June 14th-Flag Day
June 19th-Father’s Day

June 21st-First Day of Summer

DATE TIME ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS ALTAR GUILD AUDIO/VIDEO USHERS/
GREETERS

6/5 10:00 Meg
Montag

Members of New
Day Singers and
New Song

Barb Spatz
Erika Tully

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 1st

6/12 10:00 Sherrill
Crawford

TBD Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 2nd

6/19 10:00 Jon Montag TBD Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team  3rd

6/26 10:00 Mike King TBD Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 4th

June Celebrations

.

Have a Celebration coming in July?
If you have a July celebration you would like in this space,

please notify the office by June 17th.
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Norm’s Gift
Daniel Skillman

Faced with cancer and the prospect of death, one of my favorite
entertainers, comedian Norm Macdonald, recorded a one-hour

comedy act in his home to be released posthumously, as a gesture of goodwill to his fans.
Cancer took Norm on the 14th of September 2021. Netflix will post his special, humorously
and poignantly titled, “Norm Macdonald: Nothing Special,” on the 30th of May 2022. As a
fan, I am thankful for Norm’s gift.

What is a true gift? That which is given without expectation of return. Is such a thing
even possible? “Of course,” you say. But it's not that simple.

When someone receives a gift, usually, their first instinct is to want to repay it in
some way, even if only with a heart-felt thank you. "Thank you so much for this gift. I am in
your debt."
But the whole point of a gift is that there is no expectation of return. There are no debts in
the realm of a gift. And so, even in the mere social politeness of a thank you, the gift begins
to be annulled.

Taken from the other side, when someone gives a gift, usually they expect some
small thank you. I'm not saying that this is in any way wrong. But it is the beginning of the
annulment of the purity of the gift.

But let's say that the giver didn't even expect a thank you, it would be a rare giver
indeed who did not feel some sort of pride in their gracious gesture. And so, in this other
way, they begin to annul the purity of the gift, receiving the return of a swell of pride.

So, it would seem that we cannot fully escape the economy of exchange, try as we
might. But since the gift has nothing to do with this economy, that means that the true gift
is impossible. It is ever before us as an ideal. One we approach only asymptotically, getting
ever nearer, but never arriving.

Never? Or nearly never? Never say never.
Because there does seem to be one true gift. That which the dead give us. They give,

yet receive no thanks, nor take any pride. Indeed they cannot. And we, though we receive,
cannot be in anyone's debt, nor is there even anyone to thank. If there is any actually
existing gift, it is found in the last will and testament of the dead.

The Christian Church has understood this in the gift of the crucified one, Jesus Christ,
who gave himself over into death so that those who would out live him would truly out live
him, not merely temporally, but in the depth dimension of life. That they would live with
eyes opened wider, and with hearts more tender. He gives. We receive. And there are no
debts.

Norm Macdonald was a Christian. Perhaps not the model Christian, I think he himself
would say. But nonetheless, he gave many telltale signs, if such signs can be read at all at
such a distance as I occupy from him, of having been deeply won over by the message of
Jesus.
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One such sign is in the gift he has given to us all in this final hour of his work.
Knowing that his end was near, or likely near, he continued to plant trees, the shade of
which he would never sit under and the fruit of which he would never eat. And now, after
his passing, he has given us this gift, a gift he can feel no pride in, and one for which we
cannot possibly offer him thanks.

In the absurdity of an hour of comedy, which will almost surely include some
measure of foul language and off color humor (as of this writing, I have not yet seen the
special), Norm has managed to offer us a gift, and teach a lesson in eucharistic theology
worthy of the most wise and learned scholars of the Church. Yes, it's just comedy. But I see
something more in it. Perhaps now you will, too. And maybe, just maybe, before you watch
and listen to what Norm has to say from beyond the grave, you will ponder, if only for a
moment, what a gift he’s been to us.
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COUNCIL CORNER

Members of St Paul,

As the school year winds down, please take a moment to thank Sharon Genther for her 20
yrs of service to the EEC here at St Paul.  I hope most of you were able to attend this past
Sunday's service either in person, or on youtube.

We thank you for your continued financial support of St Paul.  We have seen an increase in
utility bills, as I am sure most of you have, which is helping to draw down our general fund.
Hopefully the summer months are friendly to our Electric Bill, and Natural gas prices begin
to level off.

Effective May 31st, Eagle Cleaning Services will no longer be our cleaning contractor.  We
thank Eagle Cleaning for the work they have done at St Paul's and with them much success.
With that in mind, we will be shopping for cleaning services.  Jim and his committee have
been working on a new Cleaning checklist as they shop the cleaning of our building.  With
that in mind, if you see something that needs to be cleaned up, or feel like giving some of
your time to clean up around St Paul's, Please let the office know.  There are always areas
that could be cleaned, such as the many windows on our building.

Thank you again for the support of the ministry of St Paul

Jon Montag
Council President

Council Members: Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Lisa Nelson-Firing, Dennis Mille, Jon Montag, Phil
Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE

The first phase of the cemetery nears completion as the turn-around parking
area has been added to the cemetery and the driveway has been renewed.
You would also notice that several low areas in the turf have been leveled off

and seeded.   The next phase of the renovation in the cemetery will involve removal of the
dead trees from the South side of the cemetery, and re-excavation of the drainage ditch
along the property line to promote drainage to the sewer opening down at the southeast
corner of the property.   We also plan to restore the drainage ditch at the back of the
cemetery by the railroad tracks to prevent water from standing at the top of the hill and
then soaking the ground as it tries to flow downhill toward Eastland road.   Once water
saturating the cemetery is eliminated, straightening the headstones and placing them on
footers will gradually restore the appearance of a much newer burial site.

While our lawn and landscape expert, Mr. Jon Williams, had the excavating equipment up at
the cemetery, he also used it to remove several of the overgrown shrubs around the
church.   The shrubs will be replaced with smaller shrubs and the bed areas around them
redone like the west side of the Sanctuary.   The Key Bank volunteers will be back this year
on June 7, 2022, to assist in applying mulch to the courtyard and perimeter flower beds
around the building.

The church parking lot surface has been inspected by Surface Engineering, and a plan for
replacement of a section of the pavement has been received.   We are working with Surface
Engineering now to ensure that what is currently being proposed will be part of a
multi-year plan that fits in St. Paul’s 15-year plan.   The establishment of a schedule to
perform the work while still having an operational church is the current challenge.

With the significant increase in the community use of St. Paul’s building, it has become
apparent that we need to re-evaluate the amount of custodial care being invested in
keeping the building clean and welcoming.    The Property Committee has updated the
detailed custodial job description to include the new areas and frequency of use before
soliciting bids for a custodial contract for the building to be awarded in June.

The usual monthly reminder:  When the major repairs and replacement of parts of St.
Paul’s was built into the budget 8 years ago, the congregation was advised that a 7%
increase in giving would be able to support that plan.   The congregation has been faithful
to their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul’s to make several improvements that
have reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation.   In the November
congregation meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has decreased
about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue with the annual
repairs in the future years.   Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help
offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.

Jim Jungeberg
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Many thanks,  Susan Moore children@stpaulberea.org
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Our Identity
Throughout this year, Pastor Skillman has been asking us to consider our identities as
individuals and as a Congregation. Who attends St. Paul’s? Let’s get to know each other
better.

In case you don’t know him, let me introduce you to Mr. Gordon Hofman. I had the
pleasure of interviewing Gordon and we found we had similar life experiences.

Chris: How long have you been a member at St. Paul?

Gordon: We joined in 1972. My wife, Joyce, and I were members at Puritas where I was
confirmed. The Puritas congregation was in a transition period, like we are now at St. Paul’s.
One Sunday during the sermon, I heard an invitation to leave. Later in the week, I reviewed
the sermon which was typewritten so that we could refer to it again. The sermon asked a
question: Do you worship the church building or do you worship God?” Obviously, the
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answer was that I worship God.  Joyce and I talked about it, and she really wanted to belong
to a church where we both could feel that this was our church and not my mother’s church.
That’s when we came to St. Paul. Through the years, I had both good and not‐so‐ good
experiences with the Pastoral leadership. In 2000, we had to make a difficult decision to
reduce our financial support of the church which led to hard feelings. My wife and I gave up
our affiliation with St. Paul.

A few years later, Joyce and I moved back from Florida, and it was Joyce who felt the urge to
renew our relationship with St. Paul. Unfortunately, Joyce passed away in 2008. I vowed to
never again let the church come between me and my God.

Chris: What were some good experiences you had at St. Paul? What are some things that
we should celebrate?

Gordon: The first Sunday after coming back to St. Paul, I signed the attendance card as was
the custom back then. That Wednesday, I got a call from a member asking me how I liked
St. Paul and so forth. I found out later that it was the President of the Council who called
me. Today, I am so grateful for that phone call.

Chris: I don’t know that we do that anymore.

Gordon: I know, but we should. One other thing I remember, there was a group called
Ceiling 65 for couples. The idea was that the combined sum of the ages of the spouses
could not add up to more than 65. We went square dancing and just did a lot of group
activities. The Pastors and their wives would also attend. With that group, we had so much
fun.

Chris: Sounds like St. Paul was the church that prayed together, and also played together.

Gordon: Yes, it was. Today, I really enjoy Pastor Dan’s sermons. They are really a breath of
fresh air. I find myself thinking about them during the week. During Covid, when we were
having Parking Lot Worship Service, I observed Dan interact with a homeless man who
came and sat down during our Worship. I saw Dan kneel down, put his arm around the
man, and talk with him. That made a big impression on me. Dan has a human side and a
spiritual side which I appreciate.

Chris: Well, we’ve talked for about an hour. Is there anything else you would like others to
know about you? I am curious about how you got involved working with Grafton
Correctional Facility.
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Gordon: Oh that (chuckling). Years ago, there was someone who was associated with our
church who had a daughter who was incarcerated. The daughter was about to be released
from prison but needed some help re‐entering society. Pastor Henderson and Mr. Charles
See tried to start a Prison Ministry at St. Paul. I was very interested in helping with this, but
unfortunately, the ministry did not take off. Eventually, with the help of Mr. See, I was
introduced to Friend‐to‐Friend. I went through the training and over the years I have been
assigned to about 12 persons. The idea is to meet and become friends with inmates who
have little outside help but are close to being re‐introduced into society after incarceration.
Out of the twelve I have been matched with, some have been successful and some not. But
I see some aspect of Jesus in each person I meet.

Chris: Like it says in Matthew, when did I visit you in prison?

Gordon: Yes, I think of it this way. It is like each man is a tree and when you look at the
whole forest, it is beautiful. But sometimes when you look at individual trees, they are
gnarled and not pretty to look at. Nevertheless, the sum of all the trees together makes the
forest beautiful and our individual problems are not that visible.

Chris: Gordon, you have blessed me through this conversation, and you nearly made me
cry when you talked about seeing  Jesus in the faces of the men in prison. This has been a
delight, so thank you very much.

Gordon is the youngest son of parents of German heritage. His brother became a Lutheran
minister. Over the years, he delivered Meals on Wheels, mowed the church lawn, sat on
Council, and now serves on two Usher teams. Gordon served his country in the military.
Gordon is an example of someone who has found his identity in Christ Jesus and now seeks
to serve his fellow brothers and sisters. God bless you, Gordon, for all that you do to help
usher in God’s Kingdom on earth.

Submitted by Chris Hall
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Retirement celebrations!
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Congratulations  Graduates!
Kayla Perez graduated Summa Cum Laude from Kent State University
with a Bachelor of Science in Education degree with a minor in
photography. She is looking forward to teaching High School English.
Kayla has also started her own small macrame business called Knots
of Kindness.

Angel Perez graduated from Valley Forge High School where he studied to become an
automotive tech. He is now working at NTB.

Kayla and Angel are Alice Chadbourne's grandchildren.

Nate French graduated Magna Cum Laude from Kent State with a Bachelor’s degree in
Business Administration. He will take a position as a management trainee with Enterprise
Rentals.

Nate is the son of Randy and Beth French.

Pierstorf Memorial Fund
Applications will be accepted beginning April 15th through June 30th for interest-free loan
funds. This year the maximum, interest -free loan is $3000 for the school year. Please go
to www.Pierstorf.org and complete the 2021-2022 application

This is an interest-free loan for Lutheran Students who are or will be enrolled full time in
a four-year undergraduate program at any accredited college or university.
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Sheep and Goats

ELCA Eastern Europe Crisis Fund
Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our companions in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland,
Romania and Slovakia, as well as such ecumenical partners as this Lutheran World
Federation and Church World Service, in their humanitarian responses to the crisis created
by Russia’s war against Ukraine. These partners provide refugees with immediate support
and supplies such as food, blankets, water and hygiene kits. Presiding Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton has joined other religious leaders from Europe and around the globe in issuing an
interfaith call for peace in the region.

Wheels for the World Equipment Drive
Saturday, August 13, 2022

Start looking for wheelchairs, walkers, rollators, canes and crutches
to bring to the drive! (no electric wheelchairs accepted)
The equipment drive will be from 9am - 1pm.  Watch for more
information in Highlights and bulletins.
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Financials
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Food Donations for
Others

“NONPERISHABLE” items may be placed
in our Food Box outside Door #2 at any

time of the day or night.

“PERISHABLE” items may be taken
directly to the Berea Community

Outreach Food Pantry at:
535 Wyleswood Dr, Berea

Please call Natalie at

440-826-5800 X 4401 for hours

You are making a difference in the daily
lives of others.

Community Meal
NOW TWICE A MONTH!

Free Community Meal
available Wednesday

June 8th and 29th
From 5-6pm-Drive up/Take out from

Door #2 here at St. Paul

Berea Senior
Luncheon

Tuesday June 8th at
noon the Senior

Luncheon will be held at
Coe Lake. Rain location-St. Paul

Cost $5.00

Contact the
Berea Community Outreach

“Active  Senior  Network”
for reservations
at  440 891-3316

Congratulations
To our confirmands!

Olivia Elizabeth Handa

Eliza Suzanne Hollingsworth

McKenzie Elizabeth Tinay

Official acts
Funeral

5/21-David Hathaway
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD

BEREA, OHIO  44017

440-243-1144

www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

We have a Mama Duck again!
Mama Duck is sitting on 8 eggs!
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