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Welcome Fall!
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
September 1st-First day of Preschool for 4’s and Pre-K’s

September 5th-Labor Day-Office Closed
September 6th-First Day of preschool for 3’s

September 1oth-Lutheran Oktoberfest in Metropark
September 24th-Synod Meeting here-FOOD TRUCK!

September 25th-1st Annual Homecoming

DATE TIME ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS ALTAR GUILD AUDIO/VIDEO USHERS/
GREETERS

9/4 10:00 Liz
wittmann

Meg Montag Lois Wolfe

Ginny
Anderson

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 1st

9/11 10:00 Taffy
Pavlick

New Day Singers Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 2nd

9/18 10:00 Cindy Cain New Day Singers Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team  3rd

9/25 10:00 Dean Firing New Day Singers Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Team 4th

September Celebrations

Have a Celebration coming in October?
If you have an October celebration you would like in this space,

Please notify the office by September 15th.

The church has received a number of Thank you’s from various organizations we have been
supporting. Please take a moment to check them out on the bulletin boards outside the
parlor and see the impact we are making in the community!
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A Little Lutheranism
Daniel Skillman 2022-09

September is here, and the kids are back in school. Even though I’ve been out of
school for many years, the rhythm that my school days provided me has stuck with me to
this day. September still feels like the start of something new. It’s full of possibilities. Maybe
you feel the same way.

In keeping with the theme of “back to school,” I’ve decided to teach a course on
Sunday mornings at 9am that has been advertised in our bulletin as, “Principles of Lutheran
Theology.” Although throughout the class, I’ll be referring to a book by that name written by
Carl Braaten (Fortress Press, 2007), it’s a bit of a lofty and yet somehow also stale title. I
don’t think for a minute that I’ll be laying out an exhaustive list of principles of Lutheran
theology. Nor do I intend to make this “class” a dry academic experience. What I hope to do
is to engage you in some discussion about a handful of ideas that have meant a lot to quite
a few Lutherans over the last 500 years. I think the class would be better titled, “A Little
Lutheranism.”

If you plan on attending the class, please pick up a copy of Braaten’s book. You
should be able to find it for about $20 online. If you’re having trouble tracking a copy down,
contact our office for some assistance.

What I hope you’ll do is read a chapter a week in advance of each Sunday’s
discussion. This way, we’ll all be meeting together with a shared experience to talk about.

If you can’t remember the last book you read, Braaten’s text will be challenging. If
you are the type of person to visit a local library from time to time, you shouldn’t have
much trouble grasping what he’s saying…most of the time anyway.

We’ll meet for the first time on September 11th. I’m going to begin at 9am sharp. I
have a service to conduct at 10am, so for us to get a solid 30-40 minutes in, we’ll have to
start on time. I recommend you arrive a few minutes early.

During our first session, we’ll cover the introduction of Braaten’s book and the first
chapter, “The Canonical Principle.” Don’t let the title scare you. No one’s getting shot. We’ll
be talking about the place of the Bible, the canon of scripture, in Lutheranism.

In our second session, we’ll look at “The Confessional Principle.” Again, don’t worry.
You don’t need to tell the whole class your sins. We’ll be talking about the place of the chief
theological documents of the Reformation, the Lutheran Confessions, in our life as
Lutheran Christians.

You can check out the book to see what else we’ll be talking about. If you haven’t
signed up yet, I hope you’ll do so, and come to the class. After all, a little Lutheranism never
hurt anybody.
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COUNCIL CORNER

Greetings fellow members of St Paul

As we wind down summer, we hope everyone has had some time to rest
this summer.  This summer felt more ‘normal’ than we have experienced
in a couple years.  I want to provide you with a couple updates on some
of what the Church Council has been working on.

The search for a Children’s Ministry director continues.  We are conducting our second
interview this week and hope to have a decision soon.  Pastor Dan and I have conducted
the interviews and hope to have a name to present within the next couple weeks.

Several members of Council have been meeting with local ELCA churches in the hopes of
forming a unified group of churches that could support a Youth Minister/Youth Program.
The hope is to in the future, have a group of churches that can pool resources to support
someone who would work with the youth of the collaborative churches and look to grow
the program outside of the church walls.  We are early into the process, so please keep this
group in your prayers as we look to embark on this youth journey together.

Thanks to the Property committee for shopping the cleaning contract and recommending
the new cleaning company.  They have done a fabulous job of cleaning the building.  Also
thanks to Jim and the committee for working with getting the parking lot sealed and
repainted.  We can all see the lines to park in now!

Thanks again to all of you for your continued support.

Jon Montag

President,  Church council

Early reminder, the annual meeting will take place on November 20th,

Council Members: Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Lisa Nelson-Firing, Dennis Mille, Jon Montag, Phil
Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE
Thanks to the heroic efforts of Surface Engineering Paving and intercessory
prayers from Pastor Dan for dry weather, the parking lot was cleaned,
resealed, and restriped only three days before Berea Midpark students and
St. Paul’s Early Education Center were back in session and in need of parking

spaces.   Surface Engineering revised their schedule to be able to do the work prior to the
start of school, and two dry days of weather to go along with the timing of the parking lot
work were a perfect match.

The weather last winter was milder with less snow than normal, so the parking
lot suffered less damage from the freeze-thaw cycles the winter subjected it to. The
Cleveland area is subjected to an average of 90 freeze-thaw cycles per year. When the snow
melts, the water will run into any cracks in the pavement, and when the temperature drops
below freezing again, the ice that forms in the cracks expands and opens the cracks even
more.  Over time the ice formation will be able to break pieces of the asphalt free and
create holes in the surface. With cracks now sealed, the lot should survive a relatively mild
winter without significant damage. We will evaluate the parking surface again next spring,
but we know that sometime in the next couple of years we will have to begin a program to
repave the lot as pieces of the surface begin to break out of the lot.

During the month of July, Linda Jungeberg and her band of merry rummagers sorted
all of the treasures stored in the cupboards and shelves in the various classrooms and had
a rummage sale to put items to good use instead of just disposing of them. This provided
those outside groups meeting in St. Paul adequate space to store their essentials. When
Ajax Commercial Cleaning Co. took over the cleaning responsibility for St. Paul on August
1st, the organization of stored items was superb. The personnel of Ajax have been very
energetic in quickly and effectively fitting into St. Paul’s busy building schedule. St. Paul is
blessed to have added Lisa Peck from Ajax to our family of staff members. Lisa is a
dedicated worker with a goal of perfection and has surpassed all expectations. Above all,
she is a warm and personable lady.

The usual monthly reminder: When the major repairs and replacement of parts of St.
Paul’s was built into the budget almost nine years ago now, the congregation was advised
that a 7% increase in giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been
faithful to their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul’s to make several improvements
that have reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In last
November's congregation meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has
decreased about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue with
the annual repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to
do to help offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.

Jim Jungeberg
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Parking Lot resurfacing!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
With the resignation of Ms. Susan, St Paul is now searching for a new member of the
Ministry Staff.

Put simply:  We're Hiring!
If you would like the opportunity, or if you know of someone, to guide the young people of
our community in their Christian development please see the job descriptions on our
webpage. (www.stpaulberea.org) We will be filling either the Director, Young Christain
Education or Director, Children’s Ministry position. Resumes should be sent  to
officestaff@stpaulberea.org. We look forward to this next stage in our faith journey!
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Meet Lisa Peck!

Lisa works for Ajax Commercial Cleaning, Inc., our new cleaning company! She has been
with them since the beginning of 2022. Lisa resides in Parma Heights, and has been
married to her husband, Fred, for 33yrs. They have two sons, Benjamin and Kenneth. She is
pictured holding her granddaughter, Molly, born on New Year’s Day! Lisa loves games such
as Solitaire, Dominos and Yahtzee. If you happen to see her around the building, be sure to
say Hello and give her a warm welcome!
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To say we are excited is an understatement! With a month to go until Lutheran Oktoberfest, we can't wait to share the

day with you & your family/friends/congregation.

There is something for everyone at our event!

● Food
● Biergarten
● Live Music
● Kid's Activities
● Pastor/Principal Dunk Tank
● Carnival Games
● Cornhole Tournament

Join in on the festivities on Saturday, September 10 from 12:00 pm to 10:00 pm at the Memphis Picnic Area in the Metroparks

in Brooklyn!

Purchase tickets ahead of time or when you arrive
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St Paul welcomes the Northeastern Ohio Synod!

On Saturday, September 24, we will be hosting the first meeting for the 2022-2023 Synod
Council. Lunch that day will be served from the food truck, Metro45 Café and Catering.
This is a social enterprise of Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry that provides life changing
services to those most in need through feeding the homeless and offering culinary training
to the hurting and forgotten.

You are invited to also join in the fun of the food truck! Please mark your calendars and
bring your friends to the St. Paul parking lot for lunch on September 24 between 11:30am
and 1:30pm. The meals range between $13 and $17 and include chicken, hamburgers, ½
pound hot dogs, pierogis, sides, and more. Your support in this endeavor is a
win-win-win…LMM support (both financial and visibility in the community), a delicious
lunch, AND the community sees we are a really cool church doing amazing things!
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Sheep and Goats

Community Meal

Since we received a grant from the ELCA, we have begun to have two community meals
each month. Due to rising costs of food and increased demand for the meals, the funds
provided by the community churches/organizations are falling slightly short of what is
needed to fund the meals. This is a valuable resource for the Berea Community. We are
serving 130 meals twice a month now. Please help cover the expenses for this important
ministry. If you are interested in volunteering to assist with the meals, please contact Liz
Wittmann.

How I See God at Work in our Church
Reflections on the Community Meal by Chris Hall

Reference John 15:11 - I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your
joy will overflow!

Yes, indeed, our joy is overflowing. Since March 2022, over 1200 meals have been
prepared and handed out to drive up customers in our parking lot. That is due to the
generous Domestic Hunger Grant awarded from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA), in cooperation with the Berea Area Ministerial Association and numerous
area churches and organizations who have united to bless our community with a free meal.

The once-a-month free meal has been a mainstay in our community for many years
now. But, the addition of a second monthly meal, made possible by grant money from the
ELCA, has doubled our ability to provide free meals to area recipients.

Spaghetti, Stuffed Cabbages, Brats, Chicken Cacciatore, green beans, carrots,
numerous salads, fruit cups and cookies are just a few of the menu items prepared over
the last few months by Liz Wittmann and her staff of Line Chefs, DishWashers, Production,
and Distribution assistants.
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If you are sensing a need to add more Joy to your life,
consider helping with the Community Meal. Contact
the church office, Pastor, myself, Dave Hall, or Liz
Wittmann.

Here is a fun video that shows how the drive up
Community Meal works.  Enjoy!
https://youtube.com/shorts/XM3E7tNSN8I

Rummage Sale Success!

Our Rummage Sale was a big success! We were able to find new homes for used VBS props,
games, art supplies, etc. that were not being used. A huge Thank You to Linda Jungeberg,
Susan and Katie Sadlon, Amy and Brian Hofmann, Margaret Zappone, Liz Campbell, Dean
Firing and Sherrill Crawford for assistance in setting up and running the sale. Proceeds
have exceeded $600.
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Financials
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Food Donations for
Others

“NONPERISHABLE” items may be placed
in our Food Box outside Door #2 at any

time of the day or night.

“PERISHABLE” items may be taken
directly to the Berea Community

Outreach Food Pantry at:
535 Wyleswood Dr, Berea

Please call Natalie at

440-826-5800 X 4401 for hours

You are making a difference in the daily
lives of others.

Community Meal
NOW TWICE A MONTH!

Free Community Meal
available Wednesday

September 14th and 28th
From 5-6pm-Drive up/Take out from

Door #2 here at St. Paul

Berea Senior
Luncheon

Tuesday September 13th
at noon the Senior

Luncheon will be held at
St. Paul Fellowship Hall.

Cost $5.00

Contact the
Berea Community Outreach

“Active  Senior  Network”
for reservations
at  440 891-3316

Memorials Official acts
Baptism

8/14 Arthur Iivo Sanphy

ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD
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BEREA, OHIO  44017

440-243-1144

www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
WHEELS FOR THE WORLD

EQUIPMENT DRIVE
AUG 13 2022

On Sat, Aug 13th, the weather was wonderful, sunny, but
not too warm.  And St. Paul hosted a drop off point for
equipment for Wheels for the World.  This event is done
every Aug by Joni and Friends in Northeast Ohio.  We
accepted  18 wheelchairs, 26 walkers, 9 rollators, 12 pairs
of crutches and 16 canes and a host of other misc items,
tray tables, foot rests, cushions, etc.

A big thanks to Wes Hanson and Mike King for helping to
accept and organize the donations.

The equipment was picked up around 4pm by the Chair Corps group to start the journey
for refurbishing and their ultimate destination to a person in need in another country.

ST. PAUL BEREA | 16


