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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
July 4th-Independence Day-Office Closed

DATE TIME ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS ALTAR GUILD AUDIO/VIDEO USHERS/
GREETERS

7/2 10:00 Liz
Wittmann

Liz Wittman Barb Daniels
Nancy
Thompson

Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

Team 1st

7/9 10:00 Taffy
Pavlick

Liz Wittman Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

Team 2nd

7/16 10:00 Cindy Cain Cindy Cain Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

Team 3rd

7/23 10:00 TBD Sherrill Crawford Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

Team 4th

7/30 10:00 TBD Cindy Cain

July Celebrations

Have a Celebration coming in August?
If you have a July celebration you would like in this space,

Please notify the office by July 21st.
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Sunday MorningWeddings
Daniel Skillman / 2023-07

It’s July, and wedding season is in full swing. Summer weddings are all the rage. And I don’t
think there’s a more popular day to get married than a Saturday in June, July, or August.
And while I agree that summer is a fine time to get married, please allow me to make one
small suggestion. If you’re getting married, consider having your wedding as part of the
regular Sunday morning service, and the reception early in the afternoon.

Think about it for a moment. First off, the Friday before a Sunday wedding is perfect for the
Bachelor/Bachelorette parties, if you go in for such things. The night life is better on a
Friday than other days of the week in your typical city. And a Friday party means plenty of
time to recover for the wedding. No one in the wedding party will be at the altar with a
wedding day hangover.

Second, Saturday is a great day for the wedding rehearsal, and a lunch or dinner to
celebrate before the big day itself. Many people already have the day off from work, so they
can attend with ease, and finding help solving last minute issues is a snap.

Third, like a baptism, or the holy communion, a wedding is a service of the Church for the
Church. You can start your marriage off with a good habit, attending Sunday morning
service, and the people of your Church can most easily celebrate with you on a Sunday
morning. They’re already planning on being there! And here’s a little bonus. You shouldn’t
have to pay the pastor for anything other than their time at the rehearsal. They don’t have
anything extra to prepare for a Sunday wedding. They were already planning on leading the
liturgy and preaching anyway.

Fourth, Sunday afternoon wedding receptions can rock just as hard as evening ones.
In fact, they can be better because no one is tired. There’s plenty of time for pictures.
No one is rushing to get home before they turn into a pumpkin. And when the formal
reception is over, there’s still time for a pretty killer after-party for close friends and family.
Or, you can use that time to reflect on one of the most special days of your life. Plus, it’s
often a lot less expensive to rent a hall for a Sunday afternoon than a Saturday night.

Finally, if you’re honeymooning right after the wedding, plane tickets are cheaper when you
fly out on a Monday morning than a weekend. Hotels are cheaper at the beginning of the
week, too.

Something to think about if you’re getting married, or helping to plan a wedding for
someone you love. Enjoy your summer, and have fun at those weddings.
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COUNCIL CORNER
The local church is “Supernaturally Empowered, Brilliantly Designed, and
Strategically Positioned.” – Tom Nelson, President of Made to Flourish and Senior
Pastor of Christ Community Church, Kansas City.

In the book “Whatever You Do for An Integrated Life” published by Made to Flourish, Pastor
Tom Nelson makes a case for the importance of the local church as being “God’s plan A for
redeeming a broken world”.

Let’s consider God’s plan A, in the context of St. Paul Lutheran Church.

St. Paul Church is supernaturally powered because the season of Pentecost teaches us that
Jesus breathed out the Holy Spirit upon His people. We are, therefore, spirit-drenched,
powered by, and encouraged to use our God-given gifts and talents in ways we never
thought possible before. In our church, I know of someone who does prison visits. We
have cooks who prepare and distribute community meals twice a month, we have Teachers
of Preschoolers, and a group that is collecting winter coats for 2100 Lakeside Men’s Shelter.
These are examples of ordinary people doing extraordinary things.

St. Paul Church is brilliantly designed, and Jesus is the master architect. This means that we
should give thanks for our rich history, celebrate our current state as a Priesthood of
Believers, and look with hope for the future livelihood of our beloved St. Paul church.
God’s house is like the family. It is a home and place to practice being loved and loving
others. Our brick-and-mortar home is not only a place of Worship, but it is used by Guide
Dogs for the Blind, people who enjoy Square Dancing, baby showers, and much more.

St. Paul Church is strategically positioned. Whoever it was that decided to build our church
on the corner of Bagley and Eastland Roads was a true visionary. We are so very fortunate
to be so visible and accessible with a prominent location in the City of Berea. I know that
sometimes the local church can be disappointing, frustrating, or difficult to navigate.
But the Pastor, Church Council, and supporting committees such as Worship, Property and
Finance are united to bring the highest and best ministry for the sake of Jesus, the
community, and all creation.

God’s plan A allows the local church and the people who attend it a chance to learn about
and participate in enriching lives, meeting needs, and a concerted effort for renewal of all
things for the good of humankind and creation. If there is something on your heart or on
your mind that you would like to see happen at St. Paul, please talk to anyone of our
church Council members. We would love to hear from you. Shalom.

Council Members: Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Randy Hamilton, Wes Hansen, Amy Hofmann, Mike King, Dennis
Mille, Lisa Nelson-Firing, Phil Sultan, Donna Tindera, and Pastor Skillman.
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Leveling of the uneven sidewalk pavement by doors #1 and #2 is
completed. Next we hope to clean out the cuts between the slabs of
concrete with a power washer and caulk the access between the slabs to

prevent the rain and salt water from getting below the pavement and then freezing and
raising the slabs back up again.

The Annual Key Bank Neighbors Make a Difference Day took place on June 13th. Volunteers
from Key Bank were privileged to witness Divine intervention and then assist us the
afternoon of that day to spread mulch on the flower beds and courtyard. As the last
volunteers arrived the rain ceased and the sun shone brightly. We were able to spread
mulch to all areas and finish applying all 17 cubic yards of mulch in a record time of only
one and one half hours. Our deepest thanks to the volunteers from Key Bank and the
members of St. Paul for a remarkable effort and success.

In the last nine months we have had three locations where the copper water pipes in the
building leak due to corrosion “eating” through the pipes. We have had water samples of
both the domestic water and the boiler water system tested, and found that the city water
supplied, although safe by EPA specifications, is very high in mineral content. In order to
stop the corrosion, we have solicited the assistance of Stack Heating and Cooling because
the heating system is at risk as well. We have received a proposal from Stack to install a
filter and water softener system. The proposal not only removes the problem minerals
from the city water, but adds a tankless water heater to the kitchen to supply hot water
specifically for the dishwasher. This will allow the dishwasher to use water much hotter for
sterilization than allowed in the other sinks and facilities in the building. Council is
formulating a financial plan to fund this project, while the technical details of what routine
service will need to be performed and the financial impact that may have as well.

St. Paul has received a proposal from the Solo Squares dancers offering to contribute to the
expense of adding air conditioning to the Fellowship Hall. A quotation to install a system
that will blend perfectly with the interior of the Fellowship Hall has been received. The
quoted cost does not include the installation of the wiring required to power the air
conditioner because there are optional ways this could be done, depending upon the Berea
building inspectors, the Berea Fire Department, and Cleveland Electric Illuminating see our
particular building. Meetings with two of the three organizations have been held and if a
favorable method is approved, the installation cost of the power wiring will be kept down.
Once this cost to supply power is determined, the entire cost of the system installation will
be known, and proposals for the financial sharing of costs can be presented.
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The usual monthly reminder: When the major repairs and replacement of parts of St. Paul
was built into the budget almost nine years ago now, the congregation was advised that a
7% increase in giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been
faithful to their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul to make several improvements
that have reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In last
November's congregational meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving
has decreased about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue
with the annual repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be
able to do to help offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary
repairs and replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.

Committee Members – Dennis Mille (liaison to council), Bill Goette, Ruth Hamilton,Scott Harkema, Diane Mille,
Dave Navy, Linda Jungeberg

Duck Family #2 on their way!
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Neighbors Make the Difference!

We owe a huge thank you to the many people responsible for beautifying our flower
beds! First, Jon Williams, who cuts our grass, kindly trimmed some bushes, weeded and
edged all of the flower beds. Linda Jungeberg, and Amy & Brian Hofmann handled the
weeding and shrub trimming in the courtyard and along the side of the building facing
the parking lot. Then a crew of volunteers from Key Bank headed by our member, Meg
Montag as well as members, Dave Pavlick, Dave Navy and Jim & Linda Jungeberg moved
17 yards of mulch in about an hour and a half in between the rain showers on June 13th!
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Christian education & outreach
WOW, how time flies… Here it is the middle of summer already, Christmas
in July is just around the corner!

I want to thank everyone at St. Paul, for their continued support of
the efforts to grow our church community through Outreach. I am so

happy and privileged to be a part of a community of believers who have such amazing open
hearts and minds.

We continue to brainstorm and plan for opportunities to bring more awareness to St.
Paul and the welcoming environment for worship that is offered here. So much of our
future rests in the hands of the youth, which is in great part why we do some of the things
we do. We will be meeting next week with Baldwin Wallace University to engage in their
Week of Welcome experiences for incoming students – a wonderful opportunity to
introduce ourselves to the student body.

Sunday June 25th we hosted our Ice Cream Social – a get-together designed for us to
have a chance to catch up with our St. Paul family as well as to open our doors to
community members. We had a lovely turnout replete with Ice Cream Sundaes, Face
Painting, Balloon Artistry (one of our guests was a very talented surprise) Sidewalk Chalk
and Bubble Blowing in the courtyard – yes, Mama Duck and the Ducklings had already
made their journey to the great outdoors! And don’t let me forget a lively square dance
demonstration and lesson from Solo Squares. Did you know that they meet right here at St.
Paul on a regular basis, and are always looking for new dancers? If you would like to find
out more, please feel free to call the office for contact information. Lastly, Chief Terry
Ledwell of the Berea Fire Department had hoped to bring a working fire truck to the church
to give the children a chance to see a working fire truck and meet the REAL Hometown
Heroes of the Berea Fire Department; however, as we know when “Duty Calls” so must the
Fire Department. We hope they will be able to join us during one of our upcoming events.

In July, St. Paul will host HTBG – Life Skills 101 for young women grades 7 through 12 –
some exceptions may be made on grade level – a program designed to Empower Young
Women for Change. The program is free, but requires a $25 registration fee to guarantee
attendance. Attendees will learn about entrepreneurship, personal development,
confidence building through stage presence, social etiquette and being a part of a team.
They will also have the opportunity to meet with other successful women and learn about
their steps to success.

We’re revving up the engines in August as we plan for our first annual car show in
our parking lot. If you know someone who has a special vehicle and would love to share its
beauty at the Car Show – have them reach out for more information. More information will
be available as we get closer to the date.

September is Homecoming!!! We want this year’s event to be most memorable. If
you have any photos from past St. Paul events, please feel free to share them with me at
my email – education@stpaulberea.org as we would love to create a digital slideshow of
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some past events and celebrations. Again, more information will be available as we get
closer to the date.

Well, from there you know the rest – October is Halloween, November it’s
Thanksgiving and then we celebrate the Birth of Christ! Many hands make light work, and I
would love input on planning and putting on the events, so please feel free to volunteer in
any way you can.

Thank you again for your confidence and support! Enjoy the summer – I look
forward to seeing you each Sunday morning as we worship together.

Corinne
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Endowment Committee

The Lewis Scholarship Fund has funds available for your use. The Fund is
available for scholarships for members and potentially non-members for the
costs of colleges, junior colleges, and trade schools. Please send your

requests by July 31st to the St. Paul Endowment Fund Committee care of the church office.
Please include an explanation on how the funds are to be used.

Worship Committee

On June 25th, we were pleased to have Barb and Jeff Neeper give a presentation during
the worship service (in place of the sermon) about the Navajo Mission which was our
Sheep and Goats recipient for the month of June. Barb was wearing authentic Navajo
clothing and jewelry. After the service, there were artifacts and photos on display in
Fellowship Hall during the Ice Cream Social.
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Sheep and Goats

Their Mission​is to introduce adolescents to Jesus
Christ and help them grow in their faith.

They accomplish​this mission by…

Praying for young people.

Going where kids are and building personal relationships with them.

Earning the right to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Providing fun, adventurous, life-changing and skill-building experiences.

Inviting kids to personally respond to the Good News and walking in friendship with
them regardless of their response.

Working in community alongside like-minded adults
(volunteer leaders, committee members, donors and staff).
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SHEEP AND GOATS COLLECTIONS
Thank you to those who have supported our benevolent efforts through Sheep and Goats
contributions. Below is a report of the success:

January COTA for Team Cormack $1,320.25
February EEC “Andrew Tayte Memorial Scholarship Fund” $1,340.25
March St. Paul Family Assistance $1,010.67
April Vacation Bible School $ 857.25
May Habitat for Humanity $1,126.89
June Navajo Mission (Arizona) (in process)

Total to date $5,655.31

DESIGNATED FUND DONATIONS

Thank you to those who have donated to specific continuing Designated Funds for the
Church. From January through May 2023 we received the following specific donations to
Designated Funds for the Church:

Special Benevolence - Miscellaneous $ 215.00
Habitat for Humanity $ 150.00
Redeemer Crisis Center $ 375.00
Community Meal $ 5,640.00 (includes $3,600 grant)
Family Assistance $1,060.67
Building Fund $ 360.00
Cemetery Restoration Fund $ 450.00
Designated Property Needs $ 498.88
Memorials/Honorariums $ 371.68
Outreach Committee Receipts $1,000.00
Education Services $1,091.24
Music Ministry Fund $ 205.25
Early Education Center Fund $ 260.00

Total January through May $11,677.72

The contributions for Sheep and Goats and Designated Fund Donations (both total
$17,333.03) are over and above the Congregational Contributions reported on the
Year-to-Date Financial Summary. We truly have a generous and giving congregation. Many
thanks for your continued support.

With Gratitude, Dennis Mille, Treasurer
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Financials
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Message from the Treasurer:

Greetings. Thank you to those who have taken the steps to increase their
giving by 10% to 20% to help us meet the Congregation approved 2023

budget of $368,611. Please consider your increased contribution in the year ahead if you
can afford to do so. As you can see from the Financial Report we have an operating deficit
of $10,148 to actual expenses. Please continue to prayerfully consider the blessings you
have received and the gratitude gift you are able to donate to your church.

Did you know that asking a family member, neighbor or friend to attend our church
services is a form of discipleship and similar to financial support expressing gratitude for
the blessings you have received. Consider inviting someone to share the worship
experience with us. Just think, if just twenty people bring a guest - we have twenty new
potential members. How wonderful!

Thank you for your support of the congregation with your time, talent and financial
contributions. Moreover, greater participation is always welcome. If you cannot attend our
church services in person you merely go to www.stpaulberea.org and click on view the
service (or past services).

Thank you for your spirited generosity which ensures we can carry our message and
our works throughout the community for years to come.

With Gratitude,
Dennis Mille, Treasurer

INCREASINGMEMBERSHIP CHALLENGE
Discipleship is similar to financial support expressing gratitude for the blessings you have
received. With discipleship we are introducing others to Jesus. The growth and recovery
of our church needs an expanding membership with members like you. This year we
hope that you will accept the challenge of asking a family member, neighbor or friend to
attend our church services. Your extending an invitation to worship with us makes it
possible for us to provide a meaningful and friendly place of worship to share the
message of God’s love to the community. How can you bring up visiting us? Have a
conversation with the person on how are services at their church (maybe they don’t go to
church). Ask what they think about weekly open communion (maybe they haven’t taken
communion in a long while and this is an excellent opportunity for them to visit us for
communion). You can also encourage others to view our services by going to
www.stpaulberea.org and selecting watch a service. http://www.stpaulberea.org/donate.
Thank you for accepting this challenge.

With Gratitude,
Dennis MIlle, Treasurer

ST. PAUL BEREA | 15

http://www.stpaulberea.org/
http://www.stpaulberea.org/
http://www.stpaulberea.org/
http://www.stpaulberea.org/donate.


July 2023 VOLUME 72 ISSUE 07

Electronic Giving is Available

Greetings, We offer and encourage electronic giving as a way to
automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers
convenience for individual congregation members and provides
much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.

Direct debit giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings
account to the church’s bank account.

Credit and debit card giving allows you to make offerings automatically on a pre-
determined schedule using your credit or debit card. You can also designate the small
processing fee that is paid by the church as an additional contribution.

Online giving allows you to go to StPaulBerea.org at any time to set up an automatic
donation plan, change your donation plan, select monthly Sheep and Goats donation, make
a one-time donation, or view your online donation history. The first time you donate, you
will select a password that will enable you to log in at any time. If you have further
questions please contact the church office, 440-243-1144.

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks
a year or prepare 52 envelopes. When travel or other circumstances prevent you from
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an
uninterrupted basis.

For those who prefer to place their contribution in the offering plate as an “act of worship”,
this is still available and appreciated. Likewise, you can mail your offering to the church.

Please prayerfully consider the blessings you have received and with gratitude prepare
your donation for our church either online or in person.

With Gratitude,

Dennis Mille
Treasurer

www.stpaulberea.org/donate or
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Food Donations for
Others

“NONPERISHABLE” items may be placed
in our Food Box outside Door #2 at any

time of the day or night.

“PERISHABLE” items may be taken
directly to the Berea Community

Outreach Food Pantry at:
535 Wyleswood Dr, Berea

Please call Natalie at
440-826-5800 X 4401 for hours

You are making a difference in the daily
lives of others.

Community Meal
NOW TWICE A MONTH!

Free Community Meal
available Wednesday

July 12th and 26th
at 5pm-Drive up/Take out from Door #2

here at St. Paul

Berea Senior
Luncheon

Tuesday July 11th at noon the Senior
Luncheon will be held at COE LAKE

Cost $5.00

Contact the
Berea Community Outreach

“Active Senior Network”
for reservations
at 440 891-3316

Memorials
Dick Henning

Ken & Lois Hines
Lowell & Ginny Walker

Maria Phillips

Glenn Hutchison
Ken & Lois Hines
Mel & Sue Grunau

Official acts
Baptism

6/4 Hudson Salay Grabowski
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD

BEREA, OHIO 44017

440-243-1144

www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
EXPENSES DON’T TAKE OFF FOR THE SUMMER

We need your help for the summer. Expenses for St. Paul do not stop for the summer
months. We continue to pay salaries, utilities, and other operating expenses just as we do
in the winter, spring and fall. We hope that you will continue with your generous
contributions through the summer and consider making your contribution for the entire
month at the beginning of the month that you may be on vacation. Thank you for your
help and generosity.

With Gratitude,
Dennis Mille, Treasurer

ST. PAUL BEREA | 18


