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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
Dec 4th-Giving Tree gifts due

Dec 7th-Kids Club holiday Fun while You shop 6-9pm
Dec 11th-Deadline for ordering Poinsettias

Dec 11th- Hot Cocoa Holiday Party after church
Dec 18th-Hanukkah begins at sundown

Dec 23rd-Christmas Eve Observed-Office closes at noon
Dec 24th-Christmas Eve-Services at 1pm and 8pm

Dec 25th-Christmas Day-Service at 10am
Dec 26th-Christmas Day Observed-Office Closed
Dec 27th-30th-Office staff will work remotely

Dec 31st-New Year’s Eve
DATE TIME ASSISTING

MINISTER
MUSIC LEADERS ALTAR GUILD AUDIO/VIDEO USHERS/

GREETERS

12/4 10:00 Meg
Montag

New Day Singers Randy & Beth
French

Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

Team 1st

12/11 10:00 Sherrill
Crawford

New Day Singers
New Song

Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

Team 2nd

12/18 10:00 Jon Montag New Day Singers Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

Team  3rd

12/24 1:00
8:00

TBD Loren
Reash-Henz
New Day Singers

Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

TBD
Team 1st

12/25 10:00 Mike King New Day Singers Jeff Campbell
Phil Sultan

Team 4th

December Celebrations

Have a Celebration coming in January?
If you have an January celebration you would like in this space,

Please notify the office by December 16th.
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Pasto�’� Corne�
New Year’s Resolution: Read

Daniel Skillman 2022-11-27

Most of the world celebrates the beginning of a new year on January 1st. As a lifelong
member of the Church, I can’t help but celebrate on the 1st Sunday of Advent. For me, the
new year starts with Advent, and culminates with the celebrations of Christmas and the
secular new year.

Oftentimes, people will make new year’s resolutions. The beginning of a new year is a
great time to change an old bad habit, or add a new good one. So, at the beginning of a
new year, I’d like to suggest a new year’s resolution for you: read.

You are what you read. There’s something magic about reading, taking in someone
else’s words, thinking them as if they were your own, even if briefly. The event of reading
changes you. The you who read a book is not the you who picked it up to read. You’re
different after you read something.

At least two things follow from this. First, you should read. Reading will help you to
learn and grow. Other forms of learning are also important. But the human animal has
developed thinking and language skills far beyond that of any other known animal, setting
us apart from the rest of biological life as we know it. Reading is a primary way we capitalize
on this advantage.

Second, you should be careful about what you read. Reading is a bit like magic.
There is a moment, ranging from seconds to a lifetime, when what you read will be
synonymous with your own thoughts. If what you read is good, true, and beautiful, this isn’t
much of a danger. But if what you read is less than that, then it’s all the more important
that you be a discerning reader.

Most people don’t read. But among those who do, most are not particularly
discerning. They just take in what they read at face value. Undiscerning readers should be
careful about what they read, and limit it to tried and true tracts that convey important
truths simply, and avoid both trite pieces and scholarly tomes, let alone trash.

However, it would be much better if people read widely with discernment. After
the initial moment of taking in what an author has written, consciously separate yourself
from the author’s words, and think about what they’ve written. Ask yourself questions like,

Does this make sense?
Does this line up with the facts?
Is this ethical?
What are counterarguments against this?
Is this something worth remembering?

Maybe jot a few notes down. The point is to turn over the ideas you read in your mind.
Consider the matter for yourself. Allow your brain to make connections with other pieces of
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information you’ve taken in over the years. Make judgments about what you read, deciding
what you will work to keep with you, and what you will toss aside.

You are what you read. So, read. But be discerning with your reading. Either aim for
the tried and true, or work at your reading.

I have a challenge for you to take up this new year. I have hundreds of books on my
shelves, but three books always sit on my desk. They are the Bible, The Book of Concord (the
confessions of the Lutheran Church), and one of the service books of the Church. The
editions of the Bible and BOC I use are 1383 pages and 660 pages respectively, and the
service book (Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978) has 569 hymns. This year, resolve with me to
read the entire Bible, The Book of Concord, and all of the hymns in the Lutheran Book of
Worship. That’s about 4 pages from the Bible, 2 pages from the BOC, and a hymn or two
every day. Each of those books is a bit of a mountain. But at 8 pages a day, they’re
manageable for most people. And let me tell you, the view from the top is spectacular. If
you read those three books with discernment, I can almost guarantee that you’ll be a
different person this time next year.

COUNCIL CORNER

Fellow members of St Paul,

Our annual meeting was held on Sunday, November 20th, immediately following
our worship service.  The budget for the year 2023 was approved and a slate of 3 new
Church council members was approved; Randy Hamilton, Wes Hansen and Mike King.  We
thank them for stepping forward.  Also mentioned is a congratulations to Aaron and
Lynnette’s Ozanich’s daughter Bethany and her Husband on the birth of their Daughter
Melody Lynn!

As a reminder, we still have an opening for both the Treasurer and Bookkeeping
positions at St Paul’s.  If anyone is interested, please contact the Church office.

We hope that we see all of you at Church in the coming weeks as we get ready to
celebrate Christmas.  It is hard to believe that advent starts Sunday, 11/27!

Thanks

Jon Montag

Council Members: Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Lisa Nelson-Firing, Dennis Mille, Jon Montag, Phil
Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE

The regular fall inspection of our building for safety certification of the
Pre-School by the Berea Fire Department noted two items that needed
correction.  The first item was an emergency light and exit sign that failed
to light properly when it was tested to simulate a power failure. This item

was corrected within two days of the inspection. The second item was the openings in the
drywall ceiling by the vending machine in the Northeast Hallway outside of Fellowship Hall.
The openings were created when raccoons pulled away siding on the roof extension
overhead and allowed water into the building. The roof was repaired, and by December 1st
the drywall will have been replaced, and the hall wall will have been repainted. The Berea
Fire Department will be advised of the completion.

We are continuing to search for a good used commercial refrigerator to replace the
refrigerator #5 in the kitchen. Replacing the burned up compressor would be nearly half
the cost of purchasing a new unit. Refrigeration cooler #6 in the Kitchen pass-through is
scheduled for replacement of a drain hose preventing condensation from the evaporator
coils from collecting water on the floor of the refrigerator cabinet. This should also be
completed by December 1st.

The property Committee will be reviewing the items on the 15 Year Plan over the next
couple of months as new projects, both necessary and desirable are added, and the
priority of the items are reevaluated for urgency based on current factors such as how well
the parking lot survives the coming winter. We will also need to be planning a conversion
from fluorescent tube ceiling light fixtures to LED tube lights. Unfortunately, the new style
LED tubes will not fit in the existing 155 light fixtures involved. On the positive side, the new
LED tubes will use only 50% of the power consumed by the existing fluorescent tubes, and
the LED tubes have a considerably longer life.

Now the usual monthly reminder:  When the major repairs and replacement of parts of St.
Paul’s was built into the budget almost nine years ago now, the congregation was advised
that a 7% increase in giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been
faithful to their unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul’s to make several improvements
that have reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In last
November's congregational meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving
has decreased about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue
with the annual repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be
able to do to help offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary
repairs and replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.

Jim Jungeberg
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE

Christmas is right around the corner, so mark your
calendars for our service times:

Christmas Eve -1p.m. & 8 p.m.

Christmas Day - 10 a.m.

Committee Members - Dale Hukill, Dean Firing, Judy Stintson, Cindy Cain, Lynn Mallinak, Linda Jungeberg,
Marlyn Niksa, Phil Sulton, Wes Hansen

Thank you to Sandra Strack for donating the light up outdoor Nativity Set to the church!
We hope to have it set up outside in the near future for all to enjoy!
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Christian education & outreach

It’s hard to believe that another year has passed us by and Christmas is just around the
corner.  As we get ready for Christmas and a new year let us continue to share our love for
Christ as we open the doors to the community with outreach efforts.  We hope that you will
join us for either of the two events we have planned for December – we welcome you as a
participant or as a volunteer.  Please feel free to reach out to Corinne to volunteer or sign
up to join the fun on Eventbrite.com.

Kids Club Holiday Fun!
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kids-club-holiday-fun-tickets-466616822477
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Hot Cocoa Christmas Party
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hot-cocoa-community-christmas-party-tickets-465486792527
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Sheep and Goats

Church Street Ministries/The Second Mile
Outreach

Church Street Ministries is getting a new name.

For now, the non-profit thrift shop and pantry is known as Church Street Ministries doing
business as Second Mile Outreach. The website remains churchstreetministries.org, but is
transitioning to secondmileoutreach.org.

“It better reflects who we are,” said Executive Director Katie Barick.

Church Street Ministries evolved into the Second Mile Shop, which features used furniture,
clothing, accessories and a food pantry.

The Second Mile Shop is stocked with donated furniture, clothing, books, artwork and
tchotchkes. Clients include the general public and people who need a helping hand.

The pantry buys food from the Cleveland Food Bank. In 2020, the pantry served 235,500
meals to 19,625 people.

Second Mile Outreach serves clients from throughout Cuyahoga County.

The Second Mile Outreach Pantry is open from noon to 2 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. The thrift store is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursdays and Saturdays.
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Mondays at Mike’s group welcomed
Special Guest,John Telich, on November 7th

ST. PAUL BEREA | 10



November 2022 VOLUME 71  ISSUE 11

Redeemer Crisis Center

We bag groceries for Christmas dinner on Dec 14th at 7p.m.  We are usually
done by 8:30 pm.  If you want to carpool, we meet at Panera in Middleburg Hts
between 5:30 and 6:00 pm.  Please contact Barb Spatz at 440-829-8704 if you
want to help or need more information

Coat Drive

FALL COAT AND SWEATSHIRT DRIVE – Counting the 23 coats and sweatshirts we already
delivered last month, we collected a total of 58 winter coats and sweatshirts, 14 sweaters,
21 long-sleeved shirts, 4 new flannel shirts, 4 pr. of flannel sleeping pants, 6 pr of heavy
winter socks, 5 pr of winter gloves, 8 new knit caps, and misc. toiletries.  We are excited to
be able to help these men in distress, and we look forward to another drive next year.

Thanks to All!
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Giving Tree for Berea Outreach and LMM
Community Re-entry party

The Giving Tree is in the Narthex. On the tree are tags for either a Berea
Community Outreach child (red tags-do not wrap) or for the
LMM-Community Re-Entry Party (green tags-wrap and label). There are a
few big ticket items like roller skates that people may wish to go in
together on or provide a gift card to Amazon toward the gift. It is

especially important that the red tags for the local kids get taken! Please take a tag and
spread God’s love to those in need. Gifts need to be returned by December 4th

ELCA Good Gifts

This year we are using the ELCA Good Gifts as our gifting catalog. There are a limited
number of paper order forms in the Narthex, or you can access with this link:

ALL GIFTS | ELCA Good Gifts

https://goodgifts.elca.org/all-gifts

ST. PAUL BEREA | 12

https://goodgifts.elca.org/all-gifts


November 2022 VOLUME 71  ISSUE 11

Preschool has been learning about blessings
and gratitude

The leaves on the tree are the blessings of Life, Love and Gratitude

Assembly underway!
Mrs. Mindy and Mrs. Liz pose with some of
the preschoolers in front of many blessing
bags!

A big Thank You to those who donated the items for the blessing bags!

The children and parents put together over 200 blessing bags of snacks for our food
box and also are collecting Little Debbie prepackaged snacks and juice boxes which will be

donated to Laura’s Home in Cleveland
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Financials
Not Available at Time of Printing

due to Lynnette becoming a
Grandma!

Congrats to Bethany and Kyle!
Melody Lynn arrived 11/14

9lbs, 1oz, 20 inches long

Enjoy this Coloring Page
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Food Donations for
Others

“NONPERISHABLE” items may be placed
in our Food Box outside Door #2 at any

time of the day or night.

“PERISHABLE” items may be taken
directly to the Berea Community

Outreach Food Pantry at:
535 Wyleswood Dr, Berea

Please call Natalie at

440-826-5800 X 4401 for hours

You are making a difference in the daily
lives of others.

Community Meal
NOW TWICE A MONTH!

Free Community Meal
available Wednesday

December 14th and 28th
From 5-6pm-Drive up/Take out from

Door #2 here at St. Paul

Berea Senior
Luncheon

Tuesday December 13th
at noon the Senior

Luncheon will be held at
St. Paul Fellowship Hall.

Cost $5.00

Contact the
Berea Community Outreach

“Active  Senior  Network”
for reservations
at  440 891-3316

Memorials Official acts

Funeral
10/31 Dona Hall

11/4 James Sinkula
11/11 Joyce Marie Moore
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD

BEREA, OHIO  44017

440-243-1144

www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

I wish to order a poinsettia plant(s) for the Christmas season.  The money or
check (made out to St. Paul Altar Guild) is enclosed.  Deadline for
ordering is December 11th.

PLEASE PLACE ENVELOPE IN THE BOX IN THE NARTHEX.
Name as you wish it to appear in the bulletin

_____________________________________________________Phone________________
PLANTS - $12.00 each I WISH THE BULLETIN TO READ:

_______ Red Blooms ____To the Glory of God

_______White Blooms   ____In Memory of ______________________________________

____In Honor of   _______________________________________

Plants may be picked up after the 8:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve, after service on
Christmas Day or during the week from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. daily when the church is open.
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