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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS MONTH
January 1st-New Year’s Day
January 3rd-New Year’s Day Observed-Office Closed
January 6th-Epiphany
January 17th-Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
DATE

TIME

ASSISTING
MINISTER

MUSIC LEADERS

ALTAR GUILD

AUDIO/VIDEO

USHERS/
GREETERS

1/2

10:00

Taffy Pavlik

Members of New
Day Singers and
New Song

Maria Phillips
Karen
Kolozvary

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Teams 1st

1/9

10:00

TBD

Members of New
Day Singers and
New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Teams 2nd

1/16

10:00

TBD

Members of New
Day Singers and
New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Teams 3rd

1/23

10;00

TBD

Members of New
Day Singers and
New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Teams 4th

1/30

10:00

TBD

Members of New
Day Singers and
New Song

Jeff Campbell
Dave Kushman
Phil Sultan

Volunteers
from all
teams

Do you have a special occasion in February?
Send information to the Officestaff@stpaulberea.org email by
the third Friday of the month to have your occasion appear
here in next month’s Highlights!
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What’s Your Identity?
A new year is upon us. New year’s day is the day a lot of people make resolutions
about how they’re going to improve their lives or accomplish a goal. It’s the day they look
in the mirror, see who they really are, and resolve to change something about themselves
for the better.
That “looking in the mirror” part is pretty important. It’s hard to know what to
change about yourself, if you don’t know what you look like. Who knows? Maybe you’re
already perfect just the way you are! Hahahaha. Fat chance of that, right?
Well, according to the book of Genesis, human beings are made in the image of
God. That is, at our very best, at our most human, we reflect God’s way of being out into
the world. Moving into the New Testament, the Church has said that the one who
reflected God perfectly was Jesus. He is the human being par excellence.
So, as you look at yourself in the mirror this year, and think about who you are, and
who you’d like to be, I’d like to help you, more and more, to find your identity in Jesus
Christ.
To help you do that, I’m going to be spending a lot of time this year talking about
who Jesus was, what he did, and how he might continue to live on through his holy
spirit’s living in you. And first and foremost, let me tell you that Jesus was gracious.
That means that Jesus loves and accepts you just the way you are, at all times. You don’t
need to change a thing. But it’s precisely that grace that frees you to, perhaps, experience
a change or two.
I look forward to exploring our identity in Christ this year. I hope you do, too.
Pastor Dan
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Financials
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COUNCIL CORNER
December has been an interesting month, to say the least. We had a tree
take out power to the building, which led to worship on Sunday December 12
with no heat or power. From most that attended, I heard only positive
feedback. Thank you to all who made this happen. As far as the tree falling, and inspection
of the other 2 pine trees on the East side of our property, a decision was made to remove
all trees to avoid further tree issues in the future.
I then received a text from Jim J, that the pump that pushes water through the
heating system in the sanctuary was leaking.
Combined, these 2 issues exceed $5000. If you feel compelled to give an extra
donation to the church this month, to help offset your taxes owed, our bottom line would
greatly appreciate it. I know that we are facing a tough time with inflation, but any extra to
the general fund would be greatly appreciated.
And finally, many have asked about what will be done with the survey that was
delivered to our church on November 15th. Church council met on the 9th to discuss the
survey and where we will place our focus. Council will be meeting with Fran and Jimmy,
the two who delivered the survey to us, in late January. We will take a deeper dive into the
report and begin to form a plan for areas we can make an impact within our walls and
outside our walls.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all!
Thank you
Jon Montag

Council Members: Gary Grizzell, Chris Hall, Amy Hofmann, Lisa Nelson-Firing, Dennis Mille, Jon Montag, Phil
Sultan, Donna Tindera, Erika Tully and Pastor Skillman.
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE
This last month has been full of surprises for St. Paul. Some were quite
expensive. The strong wind gusts broke off one of the three 70 foot high pine
trees on the east side of Fellowship Hall. The broken section of tree landed on the
Electrical power lines and cable service that feed the building. The weight of the tree on the
wires was sufficient to break the top off of one pole and splinter another. Since the other
two pines were also leaning to the east, we felt that removing the trees on our schedule
was better than another surprise. On the bright side, there was plenty of sunshine during
the 48 hours it took to regain power in the building, and that sunlight was sufficient to keep
the temperature in the building warm enough to avoid freezing problems with the water
pipes. Although CEI takes care of the cost of having the tree cut to allow them to safely
repair the lines, clean up and removal of the tree are the responsibility of the property
owner…..St. Paul. Since we were going to be paying for a good part of the removal of one
tree and repair of the lawn anyway, it made sense to get all of the potential problems at the
same time.
With the assistance of Randy Hamilton, the anchors on the front pew on the east side
of the sanctuary have been replaced and epoxied into the floor. The first row pew is now
safe for seating again.
The pump that supplies the hot water to the Sanctuary heating system also needed
attention. Although on the expensive side, replacement of the pump will allow us to
rebuild the original pump and have it on hand for the next time it decides to need a rest.
That may be a surprise, but with a spare on the shelf there will be no emergency.
The Giving tree that was in the Narthex has been planted along the Eastland Road side
of the parking lot by the men from Matt Schonhut Landscaping. Matt Schonhut for the
second year now has donated the live trees we have had in the Narthex. Our sincere
thanks to him for his generosity and assistance.
The Property Committee continues to work to evaluate the water issues and needs for
restoration of St. Paul’s Cemetery. Through the efforts of Dennis Mille, contact with the city
councils and management have allowed St. Paul to explore the needs and options with the
manager of Woodvale Cemetery. This last month Mike Milano, of Milano Monuments,
volunteered to help the team, with his guidance in applying for a grant to provide funds for
the needed restoration. Expect to see more physical changes as the exact property lines
are confirmed and removal of dead trees, and refined drainage on the south end take
place. This past month our landscape artist, Jon Williams, has delivered several yards of
topsoil to the cemetery, and filled many of the low spots among the graves, reset some of
the leaning smaller stones, and seeded the new topsoil with grass seed. As the number of
volunteer members who are physically able to help care for the cemetery continues to
dwindle, we must plan for long term assistance and additional funding to care for the
cemetery in future years.
(continued)
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The usual monthly reminder: When the major repairs and replacement of parts of St.
Paul was built into the budget 8 years ago, the congregation was advised that a 7% increase
in giving would be able to support that plan. The congregation has been faithful to their
unanimous approval and allowed St. Paul to make several improvements that have
reduced the upkeep and operating expenses for the congregation. In the November
congregation meeting, the financial report showed that the level of giving has decreased
about 5% in the last year, making it difficult if not impossible to continue with the annual
repairs in the future years. Please prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help
offset this decrease so that we can continue to make the necessary repairs and
replacements before they become a more costly emergency situation.
Jim Jungeberg

Pastor Dan and the rest of the staff would like to thank all those who gave us cards, gifts
and many expressions of appreciation during the holidays! You mean so much to us!
Thank You!
Pastor Dan Dale Dean Sherrill Susan
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Found Quilt!
If you have not ventured down the hall to the office recently, please do so and enjoy
looking at all the individual family squares on this lovely quilt that was created in 1994. The
quilt was found in the choir robe room. We are not sure of the history on why it was
created. It was put together by Nancy Goette. Each square is unique!
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Thank You to Schonhut Landscaping for donating our Giving Tree and planting it for us!
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Merry christmas families and kids
Many thanks are being sent to all of you for your continued support with our Kid’s
Bags. We always love seeing your kind waves at your windows and doorways. We will be
starting to deliver again in January so watch your front doors for our 2022 deliveries.

KID’S CLUB
We have had some fun Sunday morning sessions together the last few months. Kid’s
Club is our new Sunday School. It takes place each week at 10:00. Kid’s Club is moving to a
new location. We are now going to be meeting in the Youth Room. Having a permanent
spot to meet will give us our own home for our supplies and place to gather together. We
will be having Bible lessons, activities and discussions on kindness and helping others, craft
projects, songs, puppet shows, games for fellowship time and service projects.
Kid’s Club is for kids from preschool to high school. Having our older students join us
will give them a chance to meet and help our younger students and it will also give our
middle and high schoolers a chance to gather together, learn and we can organize some
fun activities as a Youth Group. Please come and join us. We need you! Join the fun!

*Special thanks to Linda Jungeberg and Bonni Hendrix for organizing our Happy
Birthday Jesus Party. Thank you to Amy Hofmann for cutting our fleece blankets. Your help
was truly appreciated.*
* There will be no Kid’s Club on December 26 and January 2 because of the holidays.
See you again on January 9 at 10:00*
Children@stpaulbera.org
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Sheep and Goats
Cleveland Pregnancy

RESTORING HOPE. HEALING HEARTS.
SAVING LIVES
The Cleveland Pregnancy Center assists women who choose to carry their baby to term by
providing emotional support and practical assistance while sharing God’s love and plan for
their lives. We offer pregnant women and parenting women and men a wide array of
supportive services which include:
Pregnancy Support
Life Development Classes
Post-Abortion & Grief Support
Frontline Fatherhood Program
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The Monday Night at Mike’s Men’s Group wants to help!
Jesus didn’t just say to BELIEVE IN HIM, Jesus
said to FOLLOW HIM. And that means that
each of us should love and freely serve
others with His help. The “Monday Night at
Mike’s” men’s group wants to do just that for
the members and families of St Paul
Lutheran Church Berea. Do you need help
with something that needs to be repaired,
built, moved, disposed of, or cleaned up? Is
it beyond your current ability to handle it
yourself? If so, please contact the church
office (Sherrill or Dean) at 440-243-1144 or
Wes Hansen at 216-789-1809, and we’ll see if
we can help.

“Thank you all so much for your generosity in donating coats, sweaters, and sweatshirts
for the men of the 2100 Lakeside Men’s Shelter. The outpouring of love included nearly
60 coats and sweatshirts that will enhance the holiday season for men in need during a
tough time of the year for many. This is a perfect example of you doing something for
those that are in need and loved by Jesus, just as if you did it for Jesus. We are so
blessed.”
The Monday Night at Mike’s Men’s Group
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Monthly Collection
For Berea Community
Outreach
PERISHABLE ITEMS
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO DONATE ITEMS FOR
THE FOOD BANK, PLEASE TAKE THEM
DIRECTLY TO THE FOODBANK AT
535 WYLESWOOD DRIVE, BEREA.
PLEASE CALL NATALIE AT
440-826-5800 X 4401 FOR HOURS

COMMISSION ON AGING
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

Tuesday January 11th at noon
the Senior Luncheon will
be held at St. Paul Lutheran Church
Cost $5.00
Contact the
“Active Senior Network”
for reservations
at 440 891-3316

NONPERISHABLE ITEMS MAY BE PLACED
IN OUR BOX BY DOOR #2

Free Community Meal available
Wednesday January 26th
From 5-6pm-Drive up/Take out

Memorials

Official acts

Floyd Putman
Jack Flick

Funeral
12/3 Shirley Bendik
12/28 Marlene Smith

Bob Antl
Ralph & Georgie Rohde
Ken & Lois HInes
Dick Krisher
Ken & Lois Hines
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ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
276 EAST BAGLEY ROAD
BEREA, OHIO 44017
440-243-1144
www.stpaulberea.org

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

____________________________________

A great big Thank You to Linda Jungeberg and Karen Spreng for updating the swags on
the candles adorning our windows for the Christmas season and the new bows on the
greenery ropes along the side loft and the balcony!
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